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Sir, 

I have the honor to report the result of the inquiries which 
1 have made with reference to the Orders of Government, No. 110, of the 
1 9th of January 1 857, into the existing method of administering the Civil, 
Criminal, Revenue, and General Affairs of the Cossyah and Jvnteah Hill 
Territory. 


2. Mr. Mills visited Chorra Food joe in August 1 853, and his Report on 
that district contains a full and complete representation of the state of affairs 
in these Hills at, that period ; it seems necessary, therefore, to notice now only 
what may have occurred since then, to explain what measures have been adopt- 
ed subsequent to 1858 for the improvement of the administration of public 
affairs, and to show what has been the practical effect of those measures. 


3. The Civil functions of the Political Agent in the Cossyah Hills, 
and the Command of the Sylhet Light Infantry Battalion, which had been 
conjointly held by Lieutenant-Colonel Lister since Feb- 
1 ’~ J ruary 1885, were separated from each other by Orders* 

of the Most Noble the Governor of Bengal, dated the Uth of March 1854, 
and the General, Civil and Political Administration of the Cossyah and 
Jynteah Hill Territory was transferred to an Assistant attached to the 
Assam Commission, who was placed “ precisely on the same footing as the 
“other Principal Assistants in the Province of Assam.” 


4. Mr. C. K. Hudson, Junior Assistant Commissioner, was deputed by the 
Commissionet to Cherra Poonjee, as an Officiating Principal Assistant Com- 
missioner, and took charge of the district on the 10th of April 1854, from Lien- 
tenant G. N. Cave, who was officiating as Political Agent during the absence 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Lister, who had proceeded to England on sick leave. 
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fi. It, appears that the Commissioner of Assam gave no instructions 
whatever to Mr. C. K. Hudson, in regard to the manner in which his duties 
were to be conducted ; but being an Officer of the Assam Commission, Mr. 
Hudson very naturally and properly considered himself bound, in his offi- 
cial proceedings, to follow, as much as possible, the rules, orders and prac- 
tice of the Assam Courts. No Public Notification, howover, has been pub- 
lished, cither by the Government or the Local Authorities, regarding the 
transfer of this district to the jurisdiction of the Commissioner of Assam, 
and the public has never been officially informed what laws, rules and 
regulations are in force in this Hill Territory. 

0. Before proceeding to make any general remarks upon the state of 
affairs in these Mills, I purpose to notice the allegations and accusations con- 
tained in the Memorials and Correspondence referred to in the 2nd para, of 
the Government Orders, and shall endeavour to show what the facts really 
are which have been represented in such different lights by the contending 
parties. Messrs. Coleman, H add an and .Brown low, and certain Calcutta 
Merchants, wish to make out, that Mr. M. Tnglis is a lawless oppressor and a 
monopolist, who upholds and carries on his nefarious commercial speculations 
by fraud and violence, whilst Mr. Jnglis stigmatizes his opponents and 
accusers as a noisy knot of unprincipled and reckless adventurers, who are 
endeavouring to encroach upon and ruin his long-established and legitimate 
trade in these Hills, by tampering with the Hill people, with whom he has 
commercial dealings, and by exciting them L false and delusive promises 
to repudiate their lawful engagements with him. 

7. When I arrived at Cherra Poonjee at the end of March 1857, l sent, 
from the Offices of the Principal Assistant Commissioner at Cherra Poonjee 
arid the Magistrate of Sylhet, for all the cases in which Mr, Inglis and his 
opponents had been concerned, and soon afterwards Messrs. Coleman, II ad- 
dan, Halford Browulow and other Gentlemen came to Cherra Poonjee to 
make known their grievances personally to me. 1 have received from the 
Sylhet Magistrate 21 cases, and from the Cherra Court ;l(> cases, all of 
which I have very attentively examined and considered. The gravest of 
the charges and complaints made against Mr. H. Inglis and the persons sup- 
posed to be bis dependents and partisans, are those of Messrs. Coleman, 
Haddan and Brownlow. I shall, therefore, proceed to report upon them first. 

S. I found that, although the offences charged by these three Gentle- 
men had been committed in the Cherra jurisdiction, no legal proceedings 
had been taken by them in the Cherra Court ; complaints had been made 
to the Magistrate of Sylhet, and certain inquiries had been instituted into 
them by that Officer, but no final orders had been passed. It .appears that 
w hen these cases were first reported, both the Principal Assistant Commis- 
sioner and the Sylhet Magistrate entertained doubts as to whether the- 
place where the offences had been committed, was in the Sylhet or the 
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Hill district; this question might have been easily and immediately settled 
by either of the district Officers, bat no decision thereon was given by either 
of them for more than five months. From inquiries which I have made 
there can be no doubt, in my opinion, that the Cherra Court had jurisdiction 
in these eases, 

9. When I asked Messrs. Coleman, TIaddan and .Halford Brownlow, 
why they had not prosecuted their charges in the usual manner in the 
Cherra. Court, they replied that they felt no confidence in that Court, 
because it was under the influence of Mr. II. Iuglis, and they moreover 
stated that they did not dare to enter the Hill Territory again till they 
were guaranteed personal protection against Mr. Iuglis and his servants. 1 
{jointed out to them, that it was not too late to proceed with their cases in 
the Cherra Court ; but they declined T ing so, and stated that the inquiries 
made by the Magistrate of Sylhet clearly proved their charges, and that 
they were willing to rest their eases on those proceedings. They added 
that their witnesses were not then at hand, and that they could not afford 
the expense and trouble of smother prosecution. I hoy furthermore repre- 
sented, that their present object was not so much to procure the punish- 
ment of the offenders, as to demonstrate and prove to the Hovermnent how 
great were the difficulties and dangers that beset Merchants and Traders 
who sought to establish commercial intercourse with these Hill people, 
owing to the baneful influence and illegal and violent proceedings of Mr. 
Henry Inglis. 

10. When the matter took this turn, I forwarded all the papers of 
these eases to the Principal Assistant Commissioner, and instructed him 
to allow Mr. lnglis and all the other parties accused, to inspect the records, 
and to submit any defence or explanation they might desire to offer in 
regard to the statements that had been made against thorn. I also directed 
the .Principal Assistant Commissioner to take any evidence that they 
might be able to bring forward to rebut these grave charges. 

11. These orders have been carefully carried out by the Principal 
Assistant Commissioner, and the eases are now complete enough to enable 
me to form an opinion in regard to their merits. 

12. The facts of Mr. Coleman’s case, as they appeared in evidence, 
are as follows. 

13. * Mr. Coleman left Sylhet on the evening of the (>th of October 
185(5 to proceed to Cheyla Poonjee, with the view of trading with the Coa- 
syaha of that district; he seems to have been attended by a Moonshee, about 
25 or 30 men, said to be coolies, and three or four personal servants. He 
arrived at Kuppreya Bazaar, in the Cheyla district, on Wednesday, the 8th 
of October 1856, and took up his quarters in a tent which had been 
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pitched not fy* from the place where the Bazaar is held. In the afternoon 
of the following' day, the Wahadadars, Bur Doloye, Berrajan, and a large 
number of Cheyla Cossyahs, came round the tent in a tumultuous and 
disrespectful manner; they were kept back, and eventually forced to retire 
by .Mr. Coleman’s people. Some slight scuffle ensued, and the Wahadadar 
and the Cosavahs seized and carried off Mr. Coleman’s Cossyah servant 
“ Sooroop”, It appears that this man was taken to the house of the aforesaid 
Berrajan Dolove, where he was kept in duress for about ten or fifteen days. 

11. The object of the AVahadadars and their followers appears to have 
been to annoy Air. Coleman, and to deter him from proceeding on to Ohevla 
Poonjee ; Mr. Coleman, however, went on to Cheyla, where he arrived 
on the following day. Tie remained there, endeavouring to transact business 
with the Cheyla Cossyahs till the evening of the DUh of October, when lie 
left Cheyla Poonjee in a boat to return to Sylhot. During the night, whilst 
his boat was passing down the Cheyla stream, not far from a plaeo called 
Oomkhabooj it was surrounded by a large body of armed men, apparently 
Bengalees, who ordered the Manjee to bring the boat to, and attempted to 
stop it. The water being very shallow, the assailants spread themselves across 
the stream and waded up to the boat. Mr. Coleman being unable to oppose 
or elude bis pursuers, who were pressing on him in a threatening manner, 
was obliged at last to jump out of the boat, and make the best of Lis way to 
the .side ; he eventually made his escape on foot, by a foot-path through 
the heavy jungles, to the Bylhot Police Station of Pundooali, a distance 
of about 10 or 12 miles. 

15. These are the facts in Mr. Coleman’s case which, in my opinion, 
have been .sufficiently established by trustworthy evidence. Mr. Juglis has 
impugned the veracity of the complainant and his witnesses, and has point- 
ed out certain discrepancies in their statements ; but in iny judgment these 
discrepancies arc not of much weight, and do not affect the general credi- 
bility of their evidence. There is, however, no legal evidence to connect 
Mr. Tnglis, or indeed his servants, with these outrages. The Wahadadars Bur 
Doloye and Berrajan Doloye have been recognized as having been present 
when the Cossyahs assembled in a riotous and threatening manner at Mr. 
Coleman’s tent at Kuppreva Bazaar ; but it has been found impossible to 
identify, in a satisfactory manner, any of the armed ruffians who attacked Mr. 
Coleman’s boat at night, and force him to flee into the jungles; it is, however, 
clear that both these offences were committed in the Cheyla jurisdiction, 
and the Wahadadars ought, in my opinion, to be held responsible for them. 

• 

16. Mr. Inglis has solemnly denied that he has directly or indirectly 
instigated or permitted either his servants or any other person to attack or 
molest Mr. Coleman or any other individual in this or any other manner, and 
I am inclined to accept this denial. Mr. Inglis could not have been aware 
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of Mr. Coleman’s intention to visit C hey la Poonjee, and therefore he could 
not have given any orders about this matter ; but the Wahadadars of 
Cheyla Poonjee, who are entirely under Mr. Inglis’ influence and control, 
would not have dared, I think, to act in this lawless and violent manner to 
an European Gentleman, had they not fancied that they were acting in con- 
formity with Mr. Inglis’ wishes, and would receive protection from him. 

17. Mr, Inglis has asserted that what occurred on the Cheyla stream 
when Mr. Coleman was obliged to leave his boat and seek refuge in the 
jungles, was merely a dispute between Mr. Coleman and two of bis (Mr. 
Inglis’) Orange Chowkeydars, in which the former was the aggressor. One 
of these Chowkeydars, Juggernath Singh, who was summoned as a witness 
on the part of Mr. Inglis, has admitted he struck Mr. Coleman. The 
defence set up by Mr. Inglis and his servants is, in my judgment, very 
much wanting in probability and is not entitled to credit. 

18. I directed the Principal Assistant Commissioner to call upon 
the Wahadadars of Cheyla Poonjee to explain why the outrages* complained 
of by Messrs. Coleman, JIaddan and Brownlow bad been permitted in their 
district, and why no exertion had been made by them to discover and bring 
to justice the perpetrators of them. No satisfactory reply has been given to 
this requisition ; the Wahadadars have merely averred that they neither 
knew nor heard of these occurrences, which, they admit, they must 
undoubtedly have done had they taken place in their jurisdiction ; in short, 
they have contented themselves with denying facts which, in my opinion, 
have been satisfactorily proved, and which must have been within their 
cognizance. 


19. The seizure and imprisonment of Mr. Coleman’s servant “Sooroop” 
are not denied by the Wahadadars Bur Doloye and Berrajan Doloye, the 
two principal defendants in this case ; but they aver that when the Elders and 
Villagers went to Mr. Coleman’s tent at Kuppreva Bazaar on the 9th of 
October 1850, this “Sooroop” began rudely to push away the Cossyahs 
who had assembled near Mr. Coleman’s tent, and that during the scuffle 
that ensued, an old man was tripped up and fell down. The Cossyahs, con- 
sidering this an insult to one of their village Elders, seized “ Sooroop,” car- 
ried him off to Cheyla Poonjee, and kept him for ten or twelve days in confine- 
ment in the house of this Berrajan Doloye, for the purpose of calling him 
to account for his misconduct before the village Durbar, according. to the 
custorns*of the Cossyahs. They assert that “Sooroop” was taken before the 
Cheyla Durbar, and released after he had executed a recognizance to conduct 
himself with propriety for the future? I do not credit these statements, and 
the very defence shows how insolent and overbearing these Wahadadars and 
their followers were when they presumed to seize au English Gentleman's 
servant in the presence of his master and imprison him for several days 
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without trial, for merely obeying his orders and keeping off a crowd of 
turbulent and offensive Cossyalis who were attempting to force their way 
into his master’s tent. 

20. The question regarding the venue of this case has never been 
decided by the Principal Assistant Commissioner or the Magistrate of 
Sylhet; the latter Officer, by an Order dated the 12th of November 185G, 
sent the record for orders to the Principal Assistant Commissioner, 
who returned it to Sylhet with an Order dated the 27th Idem, to the effect 
that it had not been proved that the offences had been committed in the 
Cherra district ; and that the Sylhet Magistrate might dispose of the case 
himself, or make a reference on the subject to the Sudder Nizamut Adawlut 
under Section 2 of Regulation VIII. of 1822. No reference, however, had 
been made on the 14th of April 1857, when the proceedings were forwarded 
to this office. 

21. I will now notice tlio proceedings of the Cherra Court in this case 
of Mr. Coleman, which appear to have given much dissatisfaction to that 
Gentleman and others. 

22. Mr. Coleman made known his complaints to the Principal Assist- 
ant Commissioner at Cherra Poonjee in eight English letters, numbered 
from 2 to 9 consecutively ; some of these were dispatched from Kuppreya 
Bazaar and Cheyla Poonjee, but the letter-carriers are said to have been 
intercepted, and all these letters reached the Principal Assistant Commis- 
sioner at Cherra under one cover on the 17th of 

i85c? ated ° Uttr 18Ul October 185G. On tlieso letters the following Orders* 
have been recorded by Mr. Principal Assistant Com- 
missioner Hudson : — 

“ Mr. Coleman’s letters, Nos. 2 to 9 inclusive, were received yesterday, 
“addressed to me under one cover. Mr. Coleman should, however, have adopt- 
“ ed the usual course of sxibmitting his complaints for investigation by 
“ petition in my Court, in which form alone they can be attended to. A copy 
“ of a Bengali Durkliast, filed by Mr. Coleman at the Pundooah Police 
“ Pharee of the Sylhet jurisdiction, having been received from the Magistrate 
“ of Sylhet, with a request for my co-operation in suppressing affrays between 
*‘Mr. Inglis and Mr. Coleman’s people in my jurisdiction, the Police Darogah 
“ of this station was yesterday ordered to proceed to the Cheyla Poonjee 
“ district and disperse any people assembled there or in the vicinity, either 
“ on the side of Mr. Inglis or Mr. Coleman, who appears, from some Petitions, 
" &c., filed in my Court on the part of the Cossyah Wahadadars and 
“ Zumeendars of Cheyla Poonjee and Mr. Inglis, to have lately taken a Mr. 
“ Brownlow and a large posse of armed people to that place with him. As 
“the Wahadadars of Cheyla Poonjee conduct the affairs of their district 
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“ themselves, subject merely, as a dependent Cossyah State, to the Political 
“control of this Government, and they are responsible for any breaches 
“ of the peace that may occur there, foreigners (either Europeans or Ben- 
“ galces) should not enter their villages with large bodies of men who are 
“likely to cause disturbances and dissensions amongst their people, without 
“ obtaining their consent, or express authority from the Officers of Govern- 
“ ment, and proper orders have, therefore, been passed on this subject also. 
“A copy of this Order is to he sent to Mr. G. A. Coleman for his infor- 
“ mation with advertence to his letters above alluded to.*' 


t Appendix No, 1 A. 


On the 17th of October 1856,* on information received from the Sylhet 
Magistrate, the Clieyla Wahadadars and Mr. Inglis, Mr. 

Appendix No. i. XYincipdl Assistant Commissioner Hudson had ordered 
the Cherra Poonjee Police Darogah to proceed to Clieyla Poonjee to keep the 
peace, and had ordered a Notification.! to he published in 
Clieyla Poonjee, that “aliens are in future prohibited 
“ from proceeding into the Clieyla district accompanied by large gangs of 
“ people who are likely to cause riots and disturbances there, except under 
“ the authority of Government and with the consent of the Wahadadars.” 
This Notification was submitted for the orders of the Agent to the Go- 
vernor General on the North East Frontier, who approved and sanctioned 
it by a Proceeding under date the 24th of October 1856. 

23. On the 31st, of October I856," r the Principal Assistant Commis- 
sioner at Cherra Poonjee, with the view of preserving 
the peace in Cheyla Poonjee, passed another Order, pro- 
hibiting “any European or Bengalee aliens,” either armed or collected in 
large parties, from entering that district for the purpose of trade, “or with any 
other intent,” without having first obtained the consent of the Wahadadars. 


* Ax>pcndix No. 1 B. 


24. To these two Proceedings of the Principal Assistant Commis- 
sioner, dated respectively the 17tli and 3 1st of October, the Memorialists have 
urged strong, and I think, rather reasonable objections. They represent that 
the Principal Assistant Commissioner has prematurely assumed, without any 
inquiry, that Mr. Inglis was in the right and they in the wrong, and that the 
effect of these Orders will be to give and confirm to Mr. H. Inglis a close 
monopoly of the trade of the Cheyla district. 

25. After a careful consideration of all the circumstances of the case, 
it seems to me that these Orders are not judicious ; they are not, I am satis- 
fied, necessary for the preservation of the peace, and we are under no moral 
or political obligation to uphold the authority of the Wahadadars against 
the wishes, and, I may add, the rights of the people in a matter of this kind. 
The present Wahadadars are notoriously the creatures of Mr. Inglis, and if 
no person be allowed to enter the district without their permission, it is very 
clear that tho trade of Cheyla will be virtually closed against every trader 
but Mr. Inglis and his dependents. 
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26. I am of opinion that those obnoxious prohibitory Orders should he 
entirely and immediately rescinded, and that full freedom of trade should 
be restored to the inhabitants of the Cheyla district. If the present 
Waliadadars cannot or will not perform their official duties with uprightness 
and impartiality, the Cheyla community ought to be permitted to elect 
others, in conformity with the ancient customs of their country. 

27. The facts which seem to me to he proved in the case of Mr. ft. G. 
Haddan and Mr. Halford Brownlow are as follows. 

28. Mr. It. G. Haddan, who had been engaged by Messrs. Gladstone, 
Wyllie and Co., of Calcutta, to visit and obtain information regarding the 
Petroleum Wells in Assam and these Hilly Tracts, left Cbattuck, by water, on 
the night of the 16th of October 1850, accompanied by Mr. Halford Brown- 
low, to inspect a Petroleum well which was said to be somewhere in the vici- 
nity of the village of Cheyla. They travelled in a small dinghy, which 
was worked by two boatmen, and were attended by one personal servant. 
About 8 a. m. on the 17th of October 1856, when their boat had arrived at 
about two reaches below Kuppreya Bazaar, and not far from Ivatta Ghaut, its 
further advance was opposed by two elephants and a largo gang of Club- 
men, having the appearance of Bongallee “lattials”; these men hailed the 
M anjee and ordered him to stop and bring the boat to the river side. When 
this mandate received no attention, the Clubmen spread themselves across 
the shallow water, and forcibly prevented the boat from proceeding any fur- 
ther up the stream towards Cheyla Poonjee. There was a respectably clad 
native mounted on an elephant, who appeared to be directing the movements 
of the Clubmen. Whilst Messrs. Haddan and Brownlow were parleying 
with their assailants, some of them made a rush upon the Gentlemen, and 
succeeded in wresting a gun from Mr. Haddan’s hands. The Clubmen then 
seized, beat, and otherwise maltreated these Gentlemen, dragging them 
through the water to a single polo tent which was pitched on the River- bank, 
and in which they were detained in their wet and bloody clothes without 
food till about 6 i*. m., when they were conveyed in a small boat to 
Cliattuck, and placed on board Mr. Iladdan’s budgerow there, about 10 p. m. 

29. Messrs. Haddan and Brownlow have asserted that their boat was 
completely “ gutted” by the Clubmen, and that they wore robbed of 
property valued at about 200 Rupees. 

30. The evidence does not show whether any property was plundered; but 
the facts above stated appear to me to have been satisfactorily established. 

31. These Gentlemen were strangers in that part of the country, and 
had with them only one servant and two boatmen, who were equally' unac- 
quainted with the people and the country, and in consequent it has been 
found impracticable to identify satisfactorily the ruffians who perpetrated this 
disgraceful outrage; but the inquiry of the Cherra Poonjee Police Darogah 
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shows that a tent and some elephants belonging to Mr. Inglis had been at 
or near the place where these oUeiices were committed, on or about the 1 7 tli 
of October 1856. 

3~. There is not, 1 think, full legal proof that this outrage was 
committed by the servants of Mr. Inglis, hut there is very little doubt on 
my mind that, they were the parties concerned in it. No other person had 
an English tent and elephants in that neighbourhood at or about; iliat time, 
and it seems to me that Messrs. Haddari and Brownlow had good grounds 
for supposing* that their cowardly assailants wort? llu*. servants of Mr. H. 
Inglis. There could bo no excuse for this lawless violence, for these two 
Gentlemen, one of whom was in a very bad state of health, could not be 
suspected of wishing to create disturbances, or indeed to interfere with any 
person’s commercial atlairs in the Clieyla district. 

Mr. H. Inglis has most solemnly denied that lie had any thing to 
do with this outrage “diivclly or indirectly/’ and 1 have no reason to douht 
the sincerity and truth of that denial ; it is clear that he did not know that 
these Gentlemen were going to Clieyla, Poonjco. The servants of powerful. 
Zumeendars and Merchants are but. too prone t > carry things with a high 
hand in the Mofussil, and it is, I think, probable that Mr. Inglis’ servants 
imagined that these two Gentlemen were going to Obey la Pooujee on the 
same errand as Mr. Coleman, and that without the orders or knowledge of 
their master, they adopted these outrageous measures to prevent tin 1 travellers 
from going in that direction. I believe this to be the true state of the case. 

3-t. This outrage has been committed in the Clieyla district by a 
large gang of men, who must have been assembled for some days in a con- 
spicuous spot near Katta Ghaut for this or some other unlawful purposes, and 
the Wahadadars, who are responsible to the Government for the peace and 
good order of their district, made no report on the subject to the Principal 
Assisi ant Commissioner, and have pretended that they knew nothing at all 
about the matter ; it moreover appears that they have done their best to 
screen the offenders. 

As the complaints made by Messrs. Coleman, Maddan and Brown- 
low were of a very serious nature, I thought it my duty to call upon 
Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson to explain why lie had not 
investigated them on the spot, and had not adopted prompt and energetic 
measures to discover and bring to justice the perpetrators of these daring 
and disgraceful offences., I transcribe what Mr. Hudson 
leu/iewf imra°fi. 0l ' Cr l ias sa ‘<l* in explanation of his proceedings in these 
cases : — “ With advertence to the Hli para, of your letter, 
“ and the explanation therein called* for from mo as to why I did not take 
“ measures at the time to investigate these serious charges, personally on the 
“ spot, I beg to say that I did not receive any intimation of them until four 
“ or five days after they were said to have occurred, and there being at that 
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/ time upwards of 33,000 Rupees in my custody, my Sherishtadar, who also 
“ acts as Tie, inner, being absent on leave for the Dusserah vacation, and 
“ having no Assistant to whom I could make over charge of my Treasury, 

“ Jail, and other current duties here, 1 did not think myself at liberty to 
'• leave the station without authority ; and as Messrs. Coleman and 
“ lladdau had carried their cases into the Sylhet Court, and remained at 
“ that station without any apparent desire that 1 should investigate their 
“ complaints, I had reason to believe that their charges were exaggerated, 

“ and T therefore considered it sufficient to depute mv Police Darogah 
“ to Chev al Poonjoe to keep the poaco and disperse any riotous persons 
“ whom he might find assembled there; ordering him, at the same time, 
“to make an enquiry as to what had actually taken place in tny juris- 
diction ; but it will be seen from Ids reports, which arc tiled with the 
“ cases, that he found every thing perfectly quiet on his arrival, and could 
“ obtain no satisfactory intelligence either from the villagers or neighbours 
“ regarding the alleged aggressions. ” 

3<i. X do not consider this explanation to be altogether satisfactory ; I 
think Mr. Hudson ought to have proceeded at once to tho spot to investigate 
the charges and arrest the offenders There was nothing, so far as [ can 
learn, at the station, which ought to have detained him there on such an 
occasion. The treasure would have been perfectly safe under the Military 
Guard, and the current duties of his office at the sudder station during the 
Dusserah vacation could not have been of much importance • authority was 
not required to enable him to leave bis I load Quarters on a duty of this urgent 
nature. The Native Police Darogah, sent to make inquiry, did nothing, and 
perhaps worse than nothing, for his proceedings seem to indicate that he 
wished it to be believed that the complaints of these Hnglish Gentlemen 
were false. No Native Police Officer of the district ought to have been 
trusted on .such an occasion, for not one of . them would dare to report un- 
favorably of Mr. Inglis or bis servants. 

37. After having very attentively considered the proceedings of the 
Cherra Court in these eases, I am bound to say that, in my humble opinion 
the complainants had sonic grounds for being dissatisfied with them ; though 
perhaps there is nothing in them absolutely wrong or contrary to law or 
official usage, it is apparent that there lias been no active or zealous endea- 
vour to discover and bring to justice those who have violated the laws .in 
this flagrant manner. 

38. All the other cases sent to me from the Sylhet and (’hern? Poon- 
jee offices are petty, cases of assault, oppression, false complaint, and the 
like; they arc the ordinary charges and cross charges which parties quarrel- 
ling prefer against each other in Mofussil Courts. Not one of these cases 
seems to require any notice here ; there appears to be nothing objectionable 
in any of the proceedings of the local authorities connected with them. 
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35). During the time I ••have been at Cherra Poonjee, all persons of 
every degree have had the fullest, opportunity of bringing to mv notice their 
grievances and complaints. Not many charges have been made against 
Mr. Inglis and his servants. Messrs. Coleman and S\v Gotland came to 
this station and remained here for some time ; both of them were avo wedly 
very hostile to Mr. Inglis, and certainly gave much encouragement to every 
person who had, or fancied he had. a grievance against Mr. Inglis to come 
forward and com plain against that Gentleman. 

40. I shall now offer a few remarks upon those complaints made to 
me which seem to be of the most importance and the most deserving of 
notice. 

• 

4 1. There are two Rajahs of Mali ram, one of the petty dependent 
Cossyah States ; — Oosecp Sing, who is called the “ Dholah Rajah,” is 'he prin- 
cipal Chieftain, and Kamsye, who is known by the cognomen of “ Kalah 
“Rajah,” is his Lieutenant : both these Rajahs appointed Mr. (J. A. Coleman 
their Mooktear to assist them in making several complaints against 
Mr. Inglis before me. 

42. Rajah O >seep Sing complaiucd that Mr. Inglis was in collusion 
with the “ Kalah Rajah, ’ with the view of causing the said Lieutenant to 
resist his authority, and oppose his administration of the affairs of his 
district; he also complained that Mr. Inglis had taken wrongful possession 
of some of the Mali rum Lime Quarries. 

43. These accusations were not at all proved, and were, in my opinion, 
without foundation. The alleged collusion with Rajah Ramsye certainly 
did not exist ; on the contrary, it is very evident, that the “ Kalah Rajah” 
and the “ Dholah Rajah” wore of one mind as far as Mr. Inglis was con- 
cerned, for the former subsequently came to Cherra Poonjee and made 
complaints before me on his own account against that Gentleman. On 
enquiry it turned out that Mr. Inglis held Rajah Ooseep Sing’s Lime 
Quarries under a lien for an advance of rents made to the Rajah, and that 
Mr. I n M is had not been able to work the Quarries. 

44. Rajah Ramsye, the “ Kalah Rajah” of Mahrarn, complained to me 
that lie and his brother Ooksan had been compelled by the threats of Mr. 
Inglis to grant to that Gentleman two leases of their Lime Quarries at 
“Tunglah,” in the Mabram country. It appeared that the complainant had 
given to Mr. Inglis a twenty years’ leaso of these Quarries on the 23rd of 
September 1852, and that this lease had been registered by the Rajah in 
person before the Assistant Political Agent, Lieutenant G. N. Cave. The 
Rajah, on being questioned, admitted* that he had registered the lease, but 
averred that Mr. Inglis had threatened to throw him into Jail if he refused 
to do so. He ’produced no proof that the lease had been obtained from him 
by improper means, and moreover his brother “ Ooksan” came forward; and 
\> holly repudiated the statements of the Kalah Rajah," so far as he 
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(■‘ Ooksiln ”) was concerned, and he positively denied that he had authorized 
aitv person to make any complaint in his name or on his behalf against 
Mr. Inglis; he also stated that the leases had been given fairly and volun- 
tarily to Mr. 1 nglis by bis brother and himself. I ought to mention that 
since the leases in question had been executed, Mr. Mills and Colonel 
Jenkins bad paid official visits to Cherra Poonjoe, and the Rajah bad made 
no complaint to either of them, neither bad be ever alluded to the matter 
to Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson, with whom he had had 
many interviews on other matters of business. 

iu. Th esc charges would not stand the test of inquiry and fairly broke 
down ; 1 am decidedly of opinion that there is no truth in them. My convic- 
tion is, that they never would have been made had not this very ignorant 
Chief, and his equally ignorant brother, Ooscep Sing, been persuaded by 
some unprincipled and designing persons that they would obtain some very 
great advantages by accusing Mr. Inglis. 


40. Mr. W. 11. M. Sweetland. Agent to the Sylhct Coal Company, 

complained to me that the servants and dependents of 
Mr. W. If. M. Sv.o t- 1 , , . . 

land's rom plaints against, Mr. Inglis had forcibly removed very large quantities of 

Me Inji» .ukI utiiii?.. Bun-stone belonging to Messrs. W. Moran and Co., of 
Calcutta, from (.’boon Cherra, Lamasain, and Burr Clniut, and that lie could 
obtain neither protection nor redress from the Court of the Principal Assist- 
ant Commissioner at Cherra Poonjoe. 


47. I called for all the Principal Assistant Commissioner's proceedings in 
this matter, and directed him to submit any explanation he. might wish to offer 
regarding Mr. Swectland’s statements. X have examined the record very 
closely, and found no proof that Mr. Inglis" servants had removed any lime- 
stone belonging to Mr. Sweetland’s employers from ('boon Cherra or from 
the other places mentioned by him, and after a very careful scrutiny of all the 
Principal Assistant Commissioner’s proceedings and orders iit this case, I. 
failed to detect any irregularity, injustice or impropriety in them. Mr. Inglis 
was the Government Lessee of the Choon Cherra and Letting Cherra 
Lime Quarries ; Mr. Swcetland, who had formerly worked these Quarries, 
had received timely notice from the Principal Assistant Commissioner to 
remove the limestone that had been quarried by him. If indeed Mr. Inglis’ 
servants have removed any limestone which did not belong to their master, 
the proper course for Mr. Sweetlarul was to sue Mr. iuglis in the Civil side 
of the Local Court. Mr. Sweetland’s allegations respecting the partiality 
and denial of justice to him on the part of the Cherra Court are altogether 
without proof, and, I verily believe, entirely without foundation also. 

48. Mr. W. IT. M. Sweetlaud presented a Petition to me, charging 
Mr. Inglis" servants with stopping boats and exacting tolls by force from 
persons proceeding by water to attend the Bazaar at Burr Qliaut. X caiised 
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iliis matter to be thovoiighly*.investigated, and no satisfactory proof was 
obtainable that tolls had been systematically levied by Mr. Tombs’ servants, 
though from whq£. was elicited incidentally during the inquiry, I am rather 
disposed to believe that some of Mr. Inglis' Choon Clierra servants may have 
occasionally stopped and demanded tolls from parties proceeding towards 
the Burr Ghaut Bazaar. It is clear, however, that there had not been any 
systematic oppression of the kind described and charged by Mr. Sweetland. 
The Principal Assistant Commissioner litis issued the strictest orders to 
Mr. Inglis’ servants at Choon Clierra, positively prohibiting them from 
interfering in any manner with persons going to Burr Ghaut, and as I have 
heard no further complaints on this subject, it is to he hoped that these 
malpractices, which are but too common every where in Bengal, may have 
been effectually suppressed.* 


49. Mr. G. A. Coleman made contracts with some of the Cossyahs of 

MowJong Poonjeo for the supply of limestone, ami when 
Mr. <t. A. Coleman's . J * 1 J 

complaint, against Mr. these people went into the village to work for that geutle- 

Tnirlisi mid others. , , , , . . 

man, a quarrel ensued between them and sftme ot Mr. 
Inglis’ servants and a party of the Mowlong Cossyahs who sided with 
Mr. Inglis. The case was taken into the Court of the Principal Assistant 
Commissioner at Cherra Poonjce, and five Cossyahs on Mr. Coleman’s side 
were convicted of assault, and sentenced to pay a fine of 6 Rupees each, and 
were ordered each to furnish a recognizance and surety of 100 Rupees, 
under the provisions of Act IV. of 1848, to keep the peace towards the 
people of Mr. Inglis for one year. The defendants, being unable to find 
the required security on the spot, were committed to Jail and detained there 
for two days till the required securities were forthcoming. 


50. Mr. G. A. Coleman complained much of this decision of Mr. 
Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson, and more than insinuated that 
partiality lmd been shown to Mr. Inglis. The case subsequently came before 
me in appeal, and I modified the Principal Assistant Commissioner’s orders; 
hut. there was nothing at all in his proceedings' which showed any bias in 
favor of either of the contending parties, and I am quite satisfied that there 
was none. 


* 51. A few oilier petty complaints have been made to me against the 

Cherra Poonjee Court and Mr. Inglis; hut not one ol‘ them, in my judgment, 
has been at all substantiated, and as I have no reason whatever for believing 
that tli ere is any truth in them, I think it unnecessary to enter into any 
detail of them here. 

• 

52. A great clamor has been raised against the administration of 
Civil and Criminal Justice and public affairs in general in these Hills, and 
the district Officer, Mr C. K., Hudson, has had more than one rather clever 



( H ) 


anti very unscrupulous accuser. 1 have patiently listened to and very 
attentively considered every complaint that lias been brought before me* 
Every one who desired to obtain redress or to afford information has had 
easy access to me at all times. Having heard and weighed well every thing, 
1 feel, it my duty to represent, that I am quite satisfied that Mr. Principal 
Assistant Commissioner Hudson lias administered the affairs of his district, 
ever since he has been in charge of it, with perfect, uprightness and with 
considerable ability and success. 1 have already mentioned the instances in 
which, I think, Mr. Hudson has erred in judgment ; hut I am fully and 
firmly persuaded that he has always acted in good faith, and with an honest 
and zealous desire to do his duty. 

53. Before I enter upon oilier matters, I think it may not be out of 
place here to record my opinion that all the complaints and accusations 
made against Mr. Inglis regarding the maintenance and support of his 
trade in these Hills by violent and unlawful means, have not been establish- 
ed, and are not, I think, true. The overwhelming and paramount influence 
undoubtedly possessed by this Gentleman in these Mountains has not been 
acquired, as the Memorialists would represent, by fraud and violence ; 
it has been produced by other causes and other means. I shall have occa- 
sion to notice this subject more fully ill the sequel, in my remarks upon the 
state of Trade in these Hilly Tracts. 

54. The Principal Assistant Commissioner in charge of the Cossyah 
and Jyntcali Hills, as I have already observed, conducts his official duties 
according to the Rules and Regulations that are in force in the Province of 
Assam for the administration of Civil and Criminal .Justice. 1 1 is official 
designation is “ 2nd Class Principal Assistant to the Commissioner,” and 
he exercises, in all Civil and Criminal matters, the powers of a senior 
Assistant Commissioner as defined in the Assam Rules. He takes up and 
decides original suits of every description and amount that are instituted 
in his Court, and hears appeals from the decisions and orders of the Village 
Chiefs and Elders of the conquered Cossyah Villages and of the Jynteah 
Hills. In his capacity of Magistrate lie has general charge of the Police of 
the district, and all criminal trials of persons charged with offences commit- 
ted within his Magisterial jurisdiction are, in the first instance, held by him. 
He decides eases within his own competency under Clauses 4, 5, and 6 
of the 1st Section of the Assam Criminal Rules, and refers to the Deputy 
Commissioner, under Clauses 4 and .0 of the 2nd .Section, all trials of heinous 
often cc$ held by him with the assistance of a Native Jury, which require to 
be refer' ed to that authority. 

55; As ibis district has not yet been formally placed under the juris- 
diction of the Board of Revenue, it has been the practice to conduct its Re- 
venue, as well as. its Political, duties in the “Agency Department.” The 
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petty’ Political and Revenue oases, which formerly were decided by the 
Assistant Political Agent, are now finally disposed of by the Principal Assist- 
ant Commissioner ; but all settlements of Land, Sayer and Abkaree Revenue, 
all successions of Chieftains in the semi-dependent and dependent States, all 
important boundary and oilier disputes between the Cossyah Chiefs, and 
indeed all cases which, under the former regime, came under the cognizance 
of the Political Agent himself, are now enquired into and reported on by the 
.Principal Assistant Commissioner to the Governor General’s Agent and 
Commissioner, for final orders. 

56. In all petty Criminal cases, the orders contained in the 6th Clause 
of the 2nd Section of the Assam Criminal Pules have been carried out 
apparently with a very beneficial result ; in these eases the evidence is taken 
i;ml voce, and only the substance of it is recorded in the Principal Assistant 
Commissioner’s English Note Book, and orders are passed at once. 

57. In Civil suits of small value the mode cvf procedure enjoined by 
Clause 6 Section 2 of the Assam Civil Rules has been generally adopted, 
though apparently with but moderate advantage. This confronting of liti- 
gants seems to be tolerably successful when the parties are in the same sphere 
of life, and are about equally ignorant ; but the Principal Assistant Commis- 
sioner has informed me, that it has been found very harassing to persons 
residing at a distance from the sudder station, and in several instances, 
defendants have submitted to have exparte decrees for a small amount given 
against, them, rather than bo put to the inconvenience of appearing before 
the Court. No doubt there are disadvantages in this straightforward and 
speedy method of settling petty Civil suits ; but I am inclined to think that, 
on the whole, it has worked well here as well as elsewhere, and that its 
advantages preponderate considerably over its defects ; besides, the Assam 
Rules provide an effectual remedy against any abuse of this power of sum- 
moning plaintiffs and defendants, and the Deputy Commissioner would 
always prevent any injudicious and oppressive enforcement of this very 
useful rule. 

58. The Judicial anomalies pointed out in Mr. Mills' .Report have been, 
for the most part, removed by t-!io annexation of the Cossyah and Jynteah 
Hill Territory to the Assam Commissionership. The Cherra Court lias, 
jurisdiction over all Native subjects of the British Government in all Civil 
and Criminal cases occurring in any part of these Hills; but it appears to 
me very doubtful whether European British subjects are amenable to that 

- Court in Civil matters belonging to the semi-independent aud dependent 
States. I incline to think that the provisions of Acts XL. of 1836, and ill. 
of 1839, do not extend to these States. This, however, seems to be a rather 
nice point of Law, and I beg to suggest that the Government should consult 
their Law Officers on the subject. It is a matter of much importance that 
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tlic legal status of Europeans in these Stages should be authoritatively 
defined and determined, for till this has been done, it will not bo possible for 
them to enter with advantage into any extensive commercial transactions 
with the Chiefs and people of these districts. 


09 . The following rather hard ease has been brought to my notice ; 
but in the present state of the law there seems to be no remedy for the 
complainant. Quarter Master Sergeant W. Bardin built a house on specu- 
lation by contract on ground beyond the limits of the Cherra Poonjee 
Military Cantonment, and has usually resided therein. The contractor, one 
Mahumud Jumma, after completing the house, claimed a balance of 
Rupees 85-8-9 from the Seigeant on account of work done, and being 
unable to obtain payment, sued him on the Civil side of the Principal Assist- 
ant Commissioner's Court. That Officer referred to the Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Assam for instructions as to whether he had jurisdiction in a suit 
of this kind, and the Deputy Commissioner ruled that he had not, and that 
the suit ought to be decided by a Military Court. Accordingly the case 
was struck off the file of the Principal Assistant Commissioner, and the 
Plaintiff was directed to bring his claim before the Military Court at this 
station. When the Contractor wished to sue the Sergeant 
in the Military t'ourt of Requests, he was informed* 
that, under the “ General Regulations of the Bengal 
Army/’ European Non-Commissioned Officers “ arc not 
“amenable to Courts of Request,” and ‘hat his suit could 
not be entertained. 1 believe that both the Civil and Military Authorities 
have decided correctly under the Laws and Regulations in force, and that a 
creditor of an European Non-Commissioned Officer of the Army has no 
legal remedy against his debtor. It may be very right and expedient that 
European Non-Commissioned Officers of the Army should not he liable to 
actions for debt; but I think they ought not to be permitted to build houses, 
to reside out of Cantonments, and have other facilities of obtaining credit 
and incurring debt, which tin y would not possess if they were held under a 
stricter Military discipline. I am informed that this is not the only case of 
the kind that has occurred lately at this station. 


* See “ General lie- 
filiations of t in* IVn^a! 
Army, ’'Section XX III.. 
“Court of llnjin^ts/’ 
Parti, Section 1 V, 

1 a<5. 


60. All appeals from the decisions of the Principal Assistant Commis- 
sioner in Political, Police and Revenue cases lie to the Governor General’s 
Agent and the Commissioner, and all Civil and Criminal Appeals, which in 
the Regulation Provinces would he made to the Civil and Sessions Judge, go 
to the Deputy Commissioner of Assam. 

61. I append hereto three Tabular Statements which show the state of 
business in the office of the Principal Assistant Commissioner during the 
years 1854, 1855 and 1856. The work cannot be considered heavy during 
any of these three years. 
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Note. — Miscellaneous Cases, Petitions, Reports, 
&c., are included in this Statement, Drafts granted 
and cashed, and Pension Certificates discharged,, are 
shown in the Statement at foot. 
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. 
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30 
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0 

45 
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0 
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0 

58 

41 

0 

09 
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I have inspected a goocTf many of the Principal Assistant Commis- 
sioner’s proceedings, taken a hap- hazard from every Department of his 
Office with the view of forming an opinion in regard to the manner in 
which public business has been ordinarily transacted by that Officer. I 
may safely state that every thing that fell under my observation seemed 
to indicate that the presiding Officer was a very laborious, pains-taking and 
intelligent public servant. There appears to have been no lack of diligence, 
no unnecessary detention of witnesses during the years 1854, 1855 and 
1856. No witness in the Foujdarry and Dewanny Departments was detain- 
ed more than four days, and the great majority of them were examined and 
discharged on the first day of their attendance. 

• 

02. I have the honor to submit herewith two Statements of Appeals 
made during the years 1834, 1855 and 1850, to the Governor General’s 
Agent and Commissioner, and to the Deputy Commissioner of Assam. 


STA T EM ENT of Appeals fo the Governor General's A yen! and Commissioner 
of Assam from decisions of the Cherra Court in 1854, 1855 and 1856, 


i. 


3. 


4. | 5 . | Disposed of. 


10 . 
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1 
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.Remark*. 


All these ease* 
are either Political 
or Police. No, 
Appeals were made 
in the Revenue De- 
partment. 


STATEMENT 



( 


) 


STATEMENT of Appeals to the Deputy Commissioner of Assam from decisions 
of the Cherru Court in 1854 , 1855 and 1856 . 
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It will be observed that very few eases have been carried before the 
Appellate Authorities, which is attributable, I think, partly to’the difficulty 
experienced in making appeals to the Courts at (iowhalty, which will be 
noticed presently. 

(53. Since Mr. Mill’s visit in 1.853, a considerable addition has been made 
to the Police Force of the district under the Orders of Covcrnment, dated the 
3rd of August 1855, No. 1883. The Police Establishment at tint sudder sta- 
tion has been strengthened, and two Police outposts have been established, — 
one at N angle low on the Sylhet and Assam high road, the other at Jowaie, the 
principal village of the Jynteah Hill Territory. The latter station Jias been 
found particularly useful since May 1357 in watching the road to Assam and 
preventing dangerous characters from entering that province by that route. 
The increase of the Police certainly has been attended with much aa vantage. 
The Police duties of tlio district have been more efficiently performed, and 
the Nungklow and Jowaie outposts not only have been a great protection to 
Traders and Travellers, but have furnished much useful information regarding 
occurrences in those parts of the country, of which nothing woufd have been 
known under tin* former system. 

(54. The fiscal affairs of the district have improved very much since 

M n 1853, and much attention has been bestowed upon them 

* Appendix. No. 2. _ ... 

by Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson. The 
accompanying Comparative Statement 
marked A/"' shows what the Revenue of the 
district was in 1853-54 and in 1857-58, 
The increase of the latter year amounts to 
Rupees 21,975-12-0 per annum. 


REVENUE. 

1853*54. j 

1857-58. j 

Increase* 

Us. As. P. 

Ks. As. P. i 

Us. Ax. P. 

1,0 17 5 11 

23,023 2 a ! 

1 i 

21,076 12 6 


65. This increase of Revenue has been derived chiefly from the rents of 
the Lime Quarries of the conquered Cossyah Villages and the Jynteah Mills, 
which, under the orders of Government of the 25th of August 1855, No 205, 
have been declared to be the property of the State, aud have been let on lease 
to Mr. H. Inglis. 

60. A House Tax, which yielded a Revenue of 542 Rupees for the 
year 1857-58 has been levied, with the sanction of the Governor General s 
Agent, for certain families of the Meekir tribe, who, with the view of escap- 
ing the House Tax levied from them in North Cacliar, have emigrated from 
that district and settled at Oompoong and other places in the Jynteah Hills, 
not far from the Kopili River, which fijrrns the boundary between North Cacbar 
and the Jynteah Hill Territory. A Tax of 2 Rupees per house, which is the 
North Cacliar rate, has been imposed upon these new settlers in the Jynteah 
Hills. ■ 
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07. The Chieftain of the dependent 'State of Jeerung, who has ex- 
tensive forests on the confines of Lower Assam, represented to the Principal 
Assistant Commissioner, that he found it impossible to realize his dues from 
the Wood-cuttcrs of the Kamroop district, who cut his timber and would 
not pay for it. The Principal Assistant Commissioner, with the sanction of 
the Governor General’s Agent, entered into a judicious arrangement with 
the Rajah, by which these forests were transferred to the Government, under 
an agreement that the Rajah was to receive a moiety of the rents obtained 
by the Government for them. r J hese forests have been leased for the year 
] 8,77- 58 by public auction at Gowhatty, by the Principal Assistant Com- 
missioner of that district, at an annual rent of 305 Rupees, — one-half of 
which will be paid to the Rajah, and the other half credited to the 
Government. 

OS. When Rajah Sadhoo Sing, of Jeerung, waited on mo, he told me 
that for many years he had been defrauded of his duos bv the Assam Timber 
Merchants and Wood-cutters, and he expressed himself very well satisfied 
with the Principal Assistant Commissioner's arrangements, and seemed very 
grateful to that Gentleman for the increase of income which he had obtained 
by them. 

09. In the rental of the conquered Cossyak village of Mamloo Poonjee, 

( there has been a decrease of Rupees 19-1.' 2, which 

| itKVENtf K. | bas been occasioned by several of the inhabitants 

| m3-s4.{ 1857-flS.; ItMTOwc. | having been carried off by Cholera during 

I ,Us. Us. As. : lis. As. j the year 1857-58. The rent is derived from a 

I j h ouse Tax, which has three rates, viz.. 1 Rupee, 

1 Annas, and 8 Annas per house. All widows 
and paupers are exempted from this tax, which appears to be very moderate’ 
and has been levied with discrimination and with a proper regard to the 
means of the people. 


70. The Royalty levied from the Lakadong Coal Mines in the Jynteah 

Mills, which are at present worked by Messrs. YV. 
M oran and Co., of Calcutta, has increased somewhat 
since the year 1853 ; but the existing arrangements 
are not, in my opinion, satisfactory, and it is my 
intention to suggest others in this Report. 

71. Owing to the judicious management of Mr. C. K. Hudson, there 

has been a rather considerable increase in the 
amount, realized by the sale of the Tribute Goats 
presented annually to the Government by the 
Dulloys and Village Chiefs and Elders of the 
Jynteah Hills. The 
of by public auction 


animals have been disposed 
under the personal superin-* 


1 SALK PUOOKEDSof 

TK1- 

j butl Goats. 


1853-S4. ;1«57g“.8. I 

Ini 

:roHse. 

Us. As. P. bis. As. P. 

Ks. 

As. P 

31 3 0|129 13 (> 

98 

10 € 
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; lit) v A LTV. 

i 185C. j lb6ti. I iierraM'. 

|Hb As. IM'Uh.As. V. lis. As. V. 
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tendence of the Principal Assistant Commissioner; formerly, I believe, the 
sales were entrusted to the Native Officers of the Court, and hence, in all 
probability, the difference in the amount realized. 


72, The ground rents of the Building lands in the station of Cherra 

Poonjee have increased since the year 1853-54. In that 
Increase, Rupees 54. ' . . 

year there were 8 lots paying an annual aggregate rent of 

94 Rupees; in 1857-58 there were 13 Building lots which yielded an annual 

rent of 148 Rupees. These station lands are let for building purposes on 

leases of 99 years at the rate of 1 Rupee per beegah, agreeably to the Orders 

of Government, dated the 23rd of January 1832. 


73. The boundaries bf the Military Cantonments of Cherra Poonjee 
have only lately been defined according to Regulation XX. of 1810, and the 
occupied lands, which, after the Cantonment boundaries had been adjusted, fell 
beyond their limits, have been assessed by the Principal Assistant Commis- 
sioner under the orders in force, and this has occasioned the increase in the 
station ground rents above noticed. • 


[ KENT 

of FISHERIES. 

1853-54. 


1857-58. 

Increase. 

m. 


R* 

11s. 

1.00 


1,103 

1,31)3 

i ■ 


74. Several large Fisheries, at 
the foot of the dvnteah II ills, which 
are annually leased to the highest bid- 
ders, have increased very considerably 
in value since the year 1853-54. 


75. All the other items of Revenue remain about the same as they 
were in the year 1858-54. 

70. The only Abkarree Revenue, except what is realized from the 
sale of a small quantity of Opium in the Military Bazaar at this station, is 
derived from the sale of Ganjah. In 1853-54 the Annual Revenue obtained 
from this source was Rs. 55-11-6; for the year 1857-58 it amounted to 
Rupees 66. 

77. I found that for the last eight or ten years it had been the practice 
to grant a licence for the retail vend of Opium at this station exclusively to the 
person who contracted to supply the rations for the Jail. The license seems 
to have been given with the view of indemnifying the Contractor, by the 
profits of selling Opium, for any loss that he might sustain in supplying the 
rations. I directed the Principal Assistant Commissioner to discontinue this 
irregular practice, and to grant Opium licenses in conformity with the Cir- 
cular Orders of the Board of Revenue. 

78. No Opium is sold at the office of the Principal Assistant Commis- 
sioner. The licensed dealer procures whatever Opium he requires from the 
Sylhet Collectorate at the price current in that station. There is, in fact, very 
little demand; for the drug in this district. The Cossyahs do not use it; the 

’ V. • ‘ o ■ 
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only purchasers seem to be the Up-country and Assamese Sepoys of the 
Battalion, and the servants of the European residents at the station. Only 
one Opium license has been taken out during the current year. 


70. On the margin will be fou 


Years. 

Receipts. 


Cha 

rges. 



Rs. As. 

P 

Rs. 

As. 

P. 

1855-50. 

2,403 15 

2 

25,100 

2 

3 

1850-57. 

2 1, <»00 15 

3 

27,077 

1 

7;V 

1857-58. j 

21,448 8 

2 

24,272 

8 

4 


d a Memorandum of the Receipts and 
Charges of the Clierra Poonjee district 
for the years 1855-56, 1S5G-57 and 
1857-58. The Receipts comprise the 
realized collections of each year on 
account of Land, Sawyer, Abkarree 
and Miscellaneous Revenue. In the 


column of Charges only the expenses of the Civil Department have been 
exhibited ; all charges on account of the Civil Establishments, Roads, the 
Jail and all Civil contingent expenses have been included. The Post Office 
charges are not shown, because the Clierra Post Office is only a branch Post 
Office, subordinate to that of Sylhet, and all its expenses are defrayed from 

the Sylhet Post Office. Among the charges are 
some large items* on account of the repairs of that 
portion of the Sylhet and Assam Road which passes 
through this district and of the Bridges and 
Staging Bungalows thereon. As this expensive 
Road was made for imperial purposes, perhaps 
the charges incurred for its repairs ought not to be charged exclusively 
against this small District. 


Years. 

j Road Clu 

»rgc» 



Rs. 

As. 

P. 

1 855-50 

! 3,438 

15 

3 

1 850-57 

{ 3,800 

8 

0 

1857-58 

I 2,000 

7 

4 


80. Among the Appendixes* will be found a list of the Cossyah States 
and of the British possessions in the Cossyah and Jynteah 
i PptnK N't. Hills, in which has been given the names of the Chiefs, Vil- 
lage Sirdars and Elders who are in charge of, and are responsible for each State 

l Nobo Sopho. and Dependency. On this list there are seven petty 

L yk cm Pooh j ee. States, which are not in the list submitted with Mr. 


1 - Nobo Sopho iiiiu. . v/n mlaib jlibl. uicxu uiu seven [juicy 

l^ om States, which are not in the list submitted with Mr. 

3. — Alowacinarn. 

4. — Mowdoon t’oonjee. Mills’ Report. These small Chieftainships were not 

5. — Longkhom Poonjee. 

o. — Seonai Poonji-e. known to the then Political Agent as distinct and 

-J*>iuu)4 Ioo “ Jce ’ separate villages, or were accidentally omitted from 

the list furnished to Mr. Mills by Lieutenant-Colonel Lister. The Principal 
Assistant Commissioner has informed me that very little is known about the 
petty States which lie to the West and North-western side of these Hills, and 
that it is not at all unlikely that there may still be other villages existing as 
separate communities which have escaped the notice of the Authorities. It 
certainly is astonishing how much ignorance there is regarding the interior of 
these Hills, which have been for so long under the charge of British Officers. 


81. An authentic 
* Appendix No, % to 4 X. 


English translation* of all the treaties, agreements 
and engagements between the British Government 
and the Cossyah Chiefs, Village Sirdars and Eiders, 
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that, can now be found, will be submitted herewith ; but th^re seems to be 
good grounds for supposing that agreements which are not now forthcoming 
have been executed by some of the other villages, for it appears from the 
English correspondence in the Principal Assistant Commissioner's Office, that 
the people of the Mowyang district made their submission on the 24th of 
June 1829 to the Officer Commanding the Troops at Myrung, and that the 
inhabitants of the small district of Dowarrah Notoormen, on the 5th of 
January 1838, executed a written acknowledgment of the supremacy of 
the British Government. Neither of these documents can now be found 
among the records of the Principal Assistant Commissioner’s Office. 


82. The relations between the British Government and the Cossyah 
Chiefs, Village Sirdars and Elders have never been formally defined. In 
order to prevent any future misunderstanding, this should be done without 
delay, and in such a manner that these rude aud wild people may be able 
thoroughly to understand what is required of them. 


1. — Cherra Poonjce. 
S3. ~ Khyrim. 

3 . — Nusteug. 

1, — li ungivtf. 

5. — IVuspooiJg. 


83, The five States named on the margin are commonly called the “ Semi 

independent States,” and their Chieftains Uavo 
always been permitted to exercise, with the aid of 
ther Village Counsellors, Sirdars and Elders, sole 
Civil and Criminal jurisdiction in their respective 
districts over their own people in all matters pertaining exclusively to them. 
It is tacitly understood and acknowledged by these Chieftains, that they 
are bound to administer public affairs in accordance with the ancient and 
established usages of their districts, to keep their people quiet and con- 
tented, and to obey, without demur, all the mandates of the British Govern- 
ment. 


84. All cases of every description in which the subjects of the British 
Government, or the inhabitants of two different States, are concerned, have 
been invariably brought into the Cherra Court, and adjudicated by the 
British Authorities at that station. 

85. The Chiefs of these States have always been required to deliver 
up, on the demand of the Cherra Authorities, all persons charged with 
offences committed in the British Territories, who have taken refuge in 
these Hill States. Since the British power became dominant in this part of 
the country, there has been, I believe, only one instance of recusancy to a 
requisition of this kind. In the year 1849 Rajah Sing Maniek, of Khyrim, 
having refused to deliver up some of his people who had committed a 
criminal offence in the Jynteah Hill Territory, a Military Detachment was 
sent against him to enforce obedience to the Political Agent’s orders, and the 
Rajah was compelled not only to produee the accused parties, but to pay the 
expenses of the expedition sent against him. 
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86. It Itfis not been tbc practice; for tbe British Government to deliver 
up to these Cossyah Chiefs persons accused of crimes committed in their dis- 
tricts who have escaped into the British Territories, and I understand only 
one demand for extradition has been made by a Chief, and on that occasion 
the Principal Assistant Commissioner was directed by the Government to act 
in conformity with the provisions of Act VII. of 1851. The Rajah of Cherra 
Poonjee, however, refused to proceed with the case, and iu consequence the 
refugee was not arrested. 

87. The ancestors of only one of these Semi-independent Chieftains 
have entered into formal engagements with the British Government. Dcwan 
Sing, Rajah of Cherra Poonjee, his Ministerial Officers and other inhabitants 

. of Cherra Poonjee, entered into an agreement* with the 

* Appendix No. 4. ' 

Governor General s Agent, Mr. David Scott, on the 10th of 

September 1829. 


88. The only agreement in which the British Government has pledged 
itself to any of the Cossyah Chiefs is the one above alluded to, made, by Mr. 
David Scott and the Cherra Rajah and his subordinates, on the 10th 
of September 1829. In that agreement, the Governor General’s Agent pro- 
mised, on tlie part of his Government, that if the Rajah faithfully fulfilled the 
conditions of that agreement, his territory would be “ properly protected” by 
the Government, and if any quarrels arose between him and other Chiefs, the 
Government would undertake the settlement of the disputes. 


89. The Chiefs of Khyrim, Nusteng, Lungree and Nuspoong have 
never entered into any written engagements with the Government, apparent- 
ly because they were not required to do so ; but they are in fact under the 
protection and authority of the Government, and it has been the invariable 
practice for many years to treat them in every respect in the same manner as 
the Cherra Rajah is treated. 


90. The minor States, which are twenty in number, are known by the 

name of the “ Dependent States.” Under the 
Orders of the Home Government, the district 
of Nungklow, which is at present under the 
administration of the Principal Assistant 
Commissioner in charge of the Cossyah and 
Jynteah Hills, is to be placed again under a 
Native Ruler. In the nineteen other districts 
the Chiefs and their “ M untrees,” the Village 
Sirdars and Elders, are permitted to inves. 
tigate and decide all Civil and Criminal 
cases, in which all parties concerned are 
their own people, with the exception of cases 


1. — Nun git low and Lykenso. 

2. — M oloein , 

3. — Murriow. 

4. — Bamrye and Mowlio. 

6.— Choyla. 

6. — Downrrah Notoormcn (2 Poonjees.) 

7. — 1W owHonram. 

8. — Mowdun Poonjeo. 

9. — Mnhram. 

10. — Mullai Ctmmmnt. 

11. — ■llhawul. 

12. *-— Secnai Poonjee. 

13. — Longkhom Poonjee. 

14. — Mowyang. 

16.— jtfobo-Sopho. 

1 6. — t) oerung. 

17. — Sy ung. 

18. — Mottorig Poonjee. 

19. — Mowlong Poonjee. 

20. — Lyksom Poonjee. 
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of murder, homicide, and accidental deaths. Under the orders in force, the 
Village Authorities are bound to report at once, to the Principal Assistant 
Commissioner, these three kinds of cases, which are investigated by the 
Government Police, and are disposed of by the Cherra Poonjee Court. 

91. All cases of every description in which British subjects are con- 
cerned, or in which all the parties are not inhabitants of the same state, are 
reserved for the decision of the British Authorities. These dependent Chiefs 
are bound to produce forthwith, on demand, to the Cherra Authorities, all 
refugees, criminals and accused persons, and to obey all orders that may be sent 
to them, from time to time, by the Principal Assistant Commissioner. In 
short., they conduct the affairs of their respective, districts in strict subordina- 
tion to the Government. 

92. The Chiefs and people of the dependent States, numbered from 1 to 
13 inclusive, have at different times fought against and have been conquered 
by British Troops ; but their possessions were restored to them in the years 
1829 and 1830, at the cessation of hostilities, and after they had given 
written acknowledgments of submission to the British Government. I have 
already mentioned that the ikrarnamah given by the Sirdar and people of 
Dowarruh Notoormen cannot be found. 


93. TheRarnryeCossyahs, after having given a written agreement of sub- 
mission in 1829, again broke out into open rebellion in the year 1881 ; they 
murdered their Rajah Zubbur Sing because he remained faithful to the British 
Government, and made a raid into the plains of Assam ; they surprised and 
murdered the Police Officers at, the Bungong Thannah, in the Kamroop district, 
and plundered several of the neighbouring villages. For this unprovoked and 
treacherous outrage the Harm ye country w as invaded again and occupied for 
some months by British Troops. After the people had made their second 
submission, a fine of 4,000 Rupees was imposed upon them, which is still under 
liquidation by instalments of 10 ) Rupees per annum. This fine, I am told, is 
realized every year by a tax of I Rupee per house, which is levied from all the 
principal inhabitants of the district. The Ram rye Cossvahs have been 
peaceful ever since; the murder of their Chief and the foray into Assam 
have not been forgotten. 


94. Son graph, the Dlndah, Rajah of Mali ram after having made his 
submission, again rebelled against the Government in the year 1838. Troops 
were sent against him, and he was obliged to sue for peace. He was fined 
2,000 Rupees, and executed a second agreement* on the 
1:3th of February 1839, acknowledging the British 
supremacy. He was allowed to adjudicate all cases belonging to his own 
people ; but it was expressly stipulated that he was not to inflict capital 
punishment. 


♦Appendix No. 4 G. 
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95. The Chiefs of the remaining seven“small districts have never come 
into hostile collision with our Government, but have 
voluntarily and cheerfully submitted to our rule from the 
beginning. The Chief and People of Mowyang gave an 
ikrarnamah which, as I have above stated, cannot now be 
found among the Cherra Poonjee records. The Chief of 
Jeerung executed an agreement* to make the customary 

repairs “of the bridges, roads, ghats and stockades, &c.” in his district; but 
the remaining five states have never given any written agreements, and have 
never been asked for any. The Chiefs of the petty States of Mowyang, 
Nobo Sopho and Jeerung, are styled “ Rajahs” by themselves and their own 
people ; but they are, in fact, persons of very inferior rank in every respect, 
and are not acknowledged as Rajahs by the neighbouring Chifes and Village 
Sirdars. 

96. The four small districts of Syung, Moflong, Mowlong and Lyksom 
are under the charge of Village Sirdars and Elders, and are in practice entirely 
under the control of the 'British Authorities. The inhabitants of these vil- 
lages are in the habit of reporting robberies and other crimes and offences 
to the Cherra Poonjee Police Station, and repair, of their own accord, to the 
Cherra Court to appeal against the decisions and orders of their Chiefs, and to 
have their cases and complaints investigated and decided by the Principal 
Assistant Commissioner. 

97. The Chieftainships of these Semi-independent, and Dependent - 
States have always been considered, under certain restrictions, to be heredi- 
tary in all the Cossyah States with the exception of Cheyla Poonjco and 
Mowlong Poon jee, where the Bengal custom of inheritance obtains. A deceased 
Cossyah Chieftain is succeeded by his brother, and if he has no brother by 
his eldest sister’s eldest son, provided he is not considered disqualified for 
the office by the Village Durbar. Successions to these offices appear to have 
been regularly reported to the Principal Assistant Commissioner by the 
claimants, the deceased Chieftain’s Mu n trees and Officers, and by the Sirdars 
and heads of villages ; but only successions to the Cherra Raj have been 
reported to the Government. 

98. The practice of the Principal Assistant Commissioner’s Office in 
regard to successions to the Chieftainships of Dependent States is, that when 
a claimant appears and represents himself to he the heir of a deceased Chief, 
he is required to prove his right, and when the Principal Assistant Commis- 
sioner is satisfied on that point, a proclamation is issued to all the inhabitants, 
desiring them to state whether they object to the succession of the claimant. 
If objections are raised, the inhabitants are called upon to vote whether they 
will or will not have him for their Chief. If the candidate obtains a majority 
of the votes, he is considered duly elected ; but if not, the people are allowed 


14. — -Mowyang. 

15. — Nobo Sopho. 

16 . — Jeerung. 

17. — Syung. 

18. — Moilong. 

19. — Mowlong. 

20. — LyltHom. 

# Appendix No. 4 Q. 
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to elect any other member of the late Chieftain’s family, who may bo eligible 
according to the customs of the Cossyahs. Whoever is electee! by the com- 
munity is confirmed in the Chieftainship by an order of tho Principal Assist- 
ant Commissioner, unless there he some grave personal or political objection 
to him. An appeal from the Principal Assistant Commissioner’s decisions 
in these matters would, of course, lie to the Governor General's Agent, North 
East Frontier ; but I believe there has been no disputed succession sinco Mr. 
Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson has held office here. 


1. — The Station of Cherra Poonjee . 

2. — Moosmyo Poonjee. 

8.-— Mam loo Poonjee. 

4. — Soopar Poonjee. 

6. — Uyrung Poonjee. 

f>. — The Jynteah Hill Territory. 


99 . The British possessions in tho Cos- 
syah and Jynteah Hills are specified in the 
margin. In the administration of these villages 
the Government has the right of interference in 
any manner it may think fit. 


100. The station of Cherra Poonjee contains an area of ft) 11 acres, 3 
roods. These lands were ceded to the British Government, in the years 1829 and 
1830, by the Rajah of Cherra Poonjee, on the condition that an ecjhal quantity 
of land should be given to him in the plains of Sylhet. These plain lands were 
finally made over to the Rajah on the 22nd of March last by the Officiating 
Collector of Sylhet. 

10 1 . I have just been informed that some of the Pundooah Ziimeeudars 
have claimed a portion of the land in the Rajah’s possession at JBholagunge 
as belonging to their Estates. As these lands have been in the possession of 
the Cherra family for many years, it is not likely that the Zumeendars will 
be able to establish their right to any portion of them in a Court of Justice ; 
but in the event of their doing so, the Rajah will be entitled, T think, to 
receive from the Government other lands in lieu of any portion of the 46 
bals of land at Bholagunge of which he may be deprived by a Decree of 
Court. 


102. Moosmyo Poonjee is a very picturesque village, on the high road 
from Cherra to the plains of Sylhet, and is about a mile from the station. 
It was conquered in the year 1829, when its Chief, Rajah Mookoond Siug, 
joined the rebel Chieftain, Teerut Sing, of Nurigklow, in making war upon 
the British Government. As the village is contiguous to the high road and 
not far from the station, it was not. considered expedient to restore it to its 
Native Ruler, who received a pension instead of his village. Hoosmye 
Poonjee 4ias remained a British possession ever since its conquest, and is at 
present under the charge of the Village Sirdars and Elders. No assessment 
or tax of any kind has been imposed* upon the inhabitants, who, in lieu of 
paying taxes, Jceep in repair that part of the Sylhet and Assam high road 
which passes through their village. 
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103. Mamloo Poonjee, since the death Cff Rajah Jeedur Sing’, of Nung- 
klow, has been exclusively under the charge of the Village Sirdars. Since 
Mr. Mills’ visit, in 1853, the House tax of This village, as 1 hare already 
mentioned, has been readjusted and considerably reduced. 

1.04. The Soopar Poonjee District, which was conquered in the year 
.1829, appears to have been under the charge of the Village Sirdars and 
Elders since 1837. Before that, time, since the. conquest, the district had 
been placed by the Governor General’s Agent under the authority of "a 
member of the family of the Rajah of Cherra Poonjee, because the people 
were turbulent and given to free-booting, and the Sirdars and Elders could 
not he trusted. 

105. Byrung Poonjee was conquered in the year 1829, and its last 
Rajah, Book Sing, was killed in opposing the British Troops. Mr. David Scott, 
apparently as a temporary arrangement, placed this district under the charge 
of the Cherra Poonjee Chieftain, who was desired to treat the inhabitants in 
the same manner as he treated his own people. After Mr. Scott’s death this 
matter appears to have been entirely overlooked by the Cherra Authorities, 
and the Cherra Rajah has remained in possession of Byrung Poonjee ever since, 
and has exercised therein sole Civil and Criminal jurisdiction. A separate 
Report will be submitted on this subject, for the consideration of Government. 
I am aware of no reason why the Rajah should he permitted to retain 
possession of By rung Poonjee any longer, for 1 think ti.ere can be no doubt 
that it is a British possession, although the present Rajah, at. the instigation 
of certain unprincipled persons, has been endeavouring to make out that it is 
a part of the Cherra Poonjee Territory, which it is not. There is in this dis- 
trict a rather valuable Lime Quarry, which, for some time, has been a hone of 
contention between the Rajah and Mr. Inglis, and which seems to belong 
to the Government. 

106. The Jynteah Hill Territory became a British possession in the 
year 1835, when the Ex-Rajah, Raj Ittdro biug, resigned it and accepted a 
pension of 500 Rupees per mensem, 

107. After th ese Hills came under the administration of British Offi- 
cers, the villages w’ero continued under the charge of the Dolloyes, who are 
nominated by the inhabitants of their respective villages, and are confirmed 
by the Principal Assistant Commissioner. These Dolloyes hold office for a 
period of three years, after the expiration of which, another general election or 
rather nomination of Dolloyes takes place ; the electors are allowed entire 
freedom of choice, and their nominees are never rejected by th© Cherra Au- 
thorities, unless they are in some manner notoriously disqualified for the office, 
The detached villages of “ Paunch Poonjee” and other villages bordering on 
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the plains of Sylhet, are under the management of Head-men, whpse offices arc 
considered hereditary. 

108. No taxation has yet been imposed upon the inhabitants of the 
Jynteah Hills ; but the Dolloyos and Sirdars of each village present annually 
to the Government, according to ancieut custom, a lie-goat in token of their 
submission. There are some extensive Lime beds at the Southern base of 
the Hills, which are let on lease by Government to Mr. lnglis, at an annual 
rent of Rupees 17 , 700 . There are also some valuable Fisheries, which, in the 
year 1857 - 58 , yielded a rental of Rupees 2 , 133 . 

109 . In the station of 4 Cherra Poonjee all civil and criminal affairs are 
conducted by the Principal Assistant Commissioner under the Assam Rules, 
and all cases of every kind are investigated and disposed of by that Officer. 

110. The Sirdars and Elders of the conquered villages of Moosmyc, 
Matnloo and Soopar, are permitted to decide all petty civil and criminal cases 
according to their village usages. All heinous offences are investigated by the 
Cherra Police, and decided by the Principal Assistant Commissioner, who tries 
all civil suits that are not cognizable by the Village Authorities. The petty 
civil and criminal powers of these Village Sirdars and Elders have not been 
in any way defined ; but it is very necessary that this should be done without 
delay. Definition in writing will not be sufficient ; but the Principal Assistant 
Commissioner ought to explain, personally and very carefully, to the Village 
Authorities what their powers are, and they ought to be examined by him, 
from time to time, to ascertain that they have not forgotten what lias been 
taught them. The Principal Assistant Commissioner hears appeals from the 
decisions and orders of these Village Head-men, and all parties, who prefer to 
resort, in the first instance, to his Court, for civil and criminal justice, are 
at liberty to do so, and have their eases decided at once by that Officer. 

111. The affairs of the village of Byrung, as I have before observed, are 
administered by the Rajah of Cherra Poonjee, under a temporary arrangement 
made with him by the late Mr, David Scott. 

112. The Dolloyes, Sirdars and other Head-men of the villages of the 
Jynteah Hill Territory are permitted to decide, in open Durbar, according 
to the customs of their country, civil suits of a value not exceeding 
50 ltupe§s, and all petty criminal cases, in which only their own people are 
concerned. 

*. 

1 13. AH civil suits of a value exceeding Rupees 50, and all heinous 
offences and other criminal cases uot within the jurisdiction of the Village 
Chiefs, are disposed of by tire Principal Assistant Commissioner. All 



( 34 ) 


serious offcnoes against life and property are reported by tho Dolloyes and 
Village Chiefs to the Police Station at Jowaie, and the usual inquiries are 
made by the Police Officer in charge of that outpost. An appeal from all the 
decisions and orders of the Dolloyes and other Village Head-men, lies to 
the Principal Assistant Commissioner, and those persons who do not wish 
to have their cases investigated and decided by the Village Authorities, are 
at liberty to bring them into the Principal Assistant Commissioner's Court, 
and' to havo them decided by that Officer. 

114. It may not bo out of place here to observe that, with the exception 
of tho Cheyla Wahadadars, tho Cossyah Village Chiefs make no record of their 
judicial proceedings, decisions, and orders ; when, therefore, appeals are 
preferred against them to the Principal Assistant Commissioner, the cases 
are always re-investigated, de novo , by that Officer. 

115. With reference to tho Orders contained in the 8th para, of 
your letter, directing rac to consider whether it might not be desirable to 
unite North and South Caehar, the Cherra Poonjee district, and per- 
haps the superintendence of the Garrow tribes under one controlling autho- 
rity, I have the honor to represent that, after making inquiries from all 
public Officers and others who are likely to have useful information on this 
subject, I have arrived at the conclusion that there are almost insuperable 
objections to the union of these three districts under no .Divisional Chief, 
residing ordinarily at Cherra Poonjee, or indeed at the sudder station of 
either of the two other districts. 

1 1G. The South Caclmr districts may be considered almost in the light 
of a sub-division of the Sylhet district, so closely are the inhabitants of both 
districts connected with each other in trade and social habits and customs. 
The existing official arrangements seem hitherto to have given general satis- 
faction for many years both to the Native inhabitants and European resident 
Tea Planters; and 1 think that a transfer of the appellate jurisdiction from the 
Commissioner of Dacca and the J udge of Sylhet to a Commissioner and 
Political Agent, with his Head Quarters at Cherra Poonjee, would be very 
disagreeable to all classes of the people. They do not complain of the 
existing system, and there is no necessity, in my opinion, to alter it. 

117. 1 consider that no advantage would be gained by transferring 
the district of North Caehar from the Assam Commissionerslpp to a 
controlling authority residing at Cherra Poonjee. 

o 

118. Colonel Jenkins is of opinion that “the Hill portion of North 
Caehar’’ might be “ annexed to Cherra without much inconvenience, pro- 
“ vided tho Southern Mouzahs that composed the old district of DlrarumT 
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“ pore were again attached to the Nowgong division, from whi^h they were 
“lately separated; together with the small Mouzahs of Tuleram’s country 
“ bordering on the Jiunoonah River." 

Major Butler, the Deputy Commissioner of Assam, observes that, if the 
system at present in force be deemed objectionable, he “ would suggest that 
“North Cachar be re-annexed to Nowgong, and placed under the control of 
“the Principal Assistant Commissioner of that division." 

119. The distance between Cherra Poonjee and Assaloo vid Siichar, is 
about 150 miles, and by the direct route about 105 miles. The direct com- 
munication, however, between these stations is difficult at all seasons of the 
year; the greater pait of the road, or rather the foot path, runs through the 
densest uninhabited jungles, which, during eight months of the year, are 
exceedingly insalubrious, so much so, that the road may be said to be open 
only during four months of the dry season. The distance from Assaloo to 
Nowgong is about 120 miles, and to Gowhatty vid Nowgong, # above 200 
miles. The groat hulk of the population of the North Cachar district is 
located in the tract of country in the Plains, which was transferred from the 
Nowgong to the North Cachar district in the year 1853. Almost the whole 
ol the North Cachar trade is, I understand, in the hands of the Nowaromr 
Merchants. There is always a water communication between that part of 
the Plains and Nowgong and Gowhatty, and it would be a positive injury 
to the largest and most thriving portion of the people of the district 
to compel them to carry their complaints and appeals against the Local 
Authority across tho Hills to Cherra Poonjec. The district of North 
Cachar, in my humble judgment, ought to remain, as it is, attached to the 
Province of Assam. 

120. I think that the superintendence of the Garrow tribes cannot be 
usefully placed under a controlling authority residing at Cherra Poonjee. 
The tribes inhabiting the Eastern or Cossyah side of the Garrow Mountains 
are said to be much more fierco and intractable than those which are found on 
the Western side of those Hills. There is no road of any kind from tins side 
into the Garrow Hills, and the Garrows will not permit strangers to enter 
their country. There appears to be little or no communication between the 
Eastern Garrows and their Cossyah neighbours. All the barter trade of the 
Garrows is carried on with the inhabitants of the Plains in the districts of. 
Gowalpar^li and Mymensing, and the sanguinary inroads, which the 
Garrows occasionally make into the border villages of those districts, arc 
unknown on this side of their Hills. I am satisfied that uo authority residing 
at Cherra Poonjge could have any real control over the tribes inhabiting rim 
GaT row Hills. The Principal Assistant Commissioner at Gowalparali and the 
Magistrate of jMymensiog are the local functionaries to whom we must always 
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look for the maintenance of tranquillity and good order among the Harrow 
tribes, and these. Officers could not be placed, with any advantage, under an 
authority residing at Clterra Poonjee. The Garrow Hills, I think, had 
better be left as they are. The Principal Assistant Commissioner at Gowal- 
parah has managed those tribes with some success for several years ; and to 
me it seems extremely doubtful whether any alteration of system, under 
existing circumstances, would be productive of improvement. 

121. I am not quite satisfied that the system of administering the 
affairs of these Hills through the agency of an Assistant attached to the 
Assam Commission lias, as yet, received a fair trial. Mr. C. K. Hudson is a 
laborious, upright, and very meritorious public servant, and I desire to say 
nothing to his disparagement in the least degree ; but in my judgment 
it was not altogether judicious to select an Uncovenanted Officer, who had 
hitherto held for so long only a subordinate position in the Assam Commis- 
sion, to inaugurate the new system here, and to succeed a Military Officer of 
rank, who had exercised the supreme Military and Civil authority in these 
Hills for so many years. 

122. These wild Mountaineers respect and stand in awe of the visible 
emblems of Military power ; but they have yet to learn the ready obedience 
which more civilized races cheerfully yield to purely Civil authority. I think 
that the result would have been more satisfactory h’d a Military Officer, 
belonging to tlic Assam Commission, been appointed to the charge of this 
district on the retirement of Colonel Lister, when the Civil functions were 
separated from the Military Command. Had a Military Officer been in 
charge of the district, probably the disgraceful occurrences at Clieyla Foonjee 
in October 1856 would not have taken place ; or at all events the perpetra- 
tors of them would not, I think, have escaped punishment. I would recom- 
mend that, as long as this Hill Territory remains attached to the provinco of 
Assam, it should always he under the charge of one of the Commissioner’s 
Military Assistants, an Officer of standing and experience. 


123. If the Cherra Foonjee district is to remain under the control of 
the Assam Commissioner, some alteration in the system of appeal seetns to 
be necessary. To appeal against the decisions and orders of the Principal 
Assistant Commissioner in charge of the Cossyah and Jynteah Hills is now a 
matter of much difficulty and some danger. The Courts of Assam are at 
Gowhatty which is about 100 miles from Cherra Foonjee. The road across 
the mountains is difficult at all times, and during about seven or eight 
months'"’ of the year cannot be traversed without considerable risk on account 
of the oxcessivo insalubrity of the lower range of Hills on the Assam side, 
which are impregnated with malaria. 


* From April to the middle of November. 
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121. The difficulty of appeal is a very general, and, in*mv opinion, a 
reasonable complaint. After many inquiries and much consideration, I am 
unable to discover any other remedy than that recommended by Mr. Mills, 
who proposed “to place the Chcrra Courts, in regard to appeals in all civil 
“and criminal matters, under the control of the Civil and Sessions .fudge of 
“ Sylhet. ” The judicial appeals which now go before the Deputy Com- 
missioner of Assam might he made, I think, with advantage, to the Civil and 
Sessions Judge of Sylhet, who should be enjoined to conduct his proceedings 
in these cases in conformity with the. Assam Rules. 

125. ft is desirable, in my opinion, to give to the .fudge the power 
to direct the Principal Assistant Commissioner to commit, for regular 
trial, before him, any cases that may have been sent, up to him for orders 
under the (5th Clause of the second Section of the Assam Criminal 
Rides. Of course this power ought to be exercised very sparingly, because 
frequent attendances at Sylhet would he extremely inconvenient and 
disagreeable to the Hill people; but cases of the gravest kind may be sent 
up under the Section above cited, in which it may he absolutely necessary for 
the ends of justice that the Judge should have the parties and their witnesses 
before him. 

126. In the Chcrra Poonjee district, as there is no Junior Assistant, 
Sub-Assistant, or Suddcr Aineen to conduct, ihe preliminary proceedings 
required by Clause 1 , Section 2 of the Assam Criminal Rules, the Principal 
Assistant Commissioner, who holds the trial under the 1th Clause of that 
Section, is necessitated to make all the preliminary inquiries also, and this 
mode of procedure, Mr Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson says, 
docs not admit “ of so fair a chance of justice being obtained by the 
“ prisoners, as they would have if they were tried on commitment, by a 
“ separate Judge.” 

127. If the Principal Assistant Commissioner be a careful and 
experienced Officer, the prisoners are not, I think, likely to be disadvantaged 
by their cases being investigated ab initio by the superior Officer ; but in a 
district thus circumstanced, additional precautions are not altogether super- 
erogatory, and it is all the more necessary that the Judge should possess the 
power of calling the parties before him in exceptional eases, when he 
considers it expedient so to do. The Deputy Commissioner of Chotu Nagpore 
has this power, and the practice, I believe, has been found to work very 
satisfactorily. 

128. Tl\e Commissioner of Assam has intimated to me that he sees 
“ no objections to the judicial appeals from the Assistant at Cherra being heard 
“ by the Civil and Sessions Judge of Sylhet”; neither does he see any 

K 
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objection to ttte 'revenue, and police appeal*, which now lie to his Court, being 
transferred to the same functionary. 


120. There is. however, this difficulty in transferring all these judicial 
appeals to the Judge of Sylhet, which requires consideration. The Cossyahs 
on the Assam side of Nungklow, and the inhabitants of the lower Hills in 
the Gowhatty direction, who are chiefly Meekirs and Garrows, have con- 
siderable intercourse and a rather extensive trade in Hill produce, with the 
people of the Kamroop district. To these persons it would, of course, be 
much more convenient to resort for appellate justice to the Assam Courts 
than to the Judge of Sylhet; and Colonel Jenkins thinks that it' any 
change of the existing system of appeal bo deemed requisite, the boundary 
between the Cossyah Hills and the Kamroop district should be so 
defined “ as to annex to Kamroop as large an extent of the lower Hills 
" as possible.” 

130. No doubt the boundaries of the Kamroop district and the 
Cossyah and Jynteah Hills require to be carefully and scientifically defined ; 
but this, in all probability, will be a work of some time; and as it appears very 
desirable, in case any alteration in the system of appeal is made, that the 
inhabitants of the lower Hills on the Assam side should not be sent to the 
Sylhet Court, it will not be difficult, 1 imagine, to arrange matters, so that 
the appeals from that part of the country should go as at present, to the 
Assam Courts, and those belonging to the remaining part of the district, 
to Sylhet. I am not aware of any serious objection to this division of 
’appellate jurisdiction. There are, 1 believe, several sub-divisions in the Regu- 
lation Provinces in which the sub-division Officer is subordinate to more 
than one Sessions Judge. 


131. The Civil and Sessions Judge of Sylhet has stated that he is not 
aware of any objection to the transfer of the Cherra appeals, from the 
Court of the Deputy Commissioner of Assam to his Court. 

132. It is, I think, unnecessary to make any alteration in the system 
of appeals from the decisions and orders of the Principal Assistant Commis- 
sioner in the revenue, police, and political departments. I would recom- 
mend that these appeals be made, as at present, to the Governor General’s 
Agent and Commissioner of Assam. There are ordinarily very few cases of 
these classes, and it is not desirable that the Judge of Sylhet should have any 
control over them. 

4 

133. I beg to represent that, it appears to me, after the fullest con- 
sidcration, that the most advantageous course will be to revert to the mode 
of administration that was in force for so long under Colonel Lister, It is, 
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I think, very desirable that the Military Command should b*<? reunited to 
the Civil functions of the district. 

131. I would place the chief civil authority in the hands of the Com- 
mandant of the Sylliet Light Infantry Battalion, and would make his -Second 
in Command the district Officer. “Superintendent of the Oossyah and J y ntoah 
Hill Territory” might he an appropriate official designation for the former 
Officer, and his subordinate might be styled “ Assistant to the Superintendent.” 

135. I would propose that the Superintendent of these Hills should 
exorcise therein all the powers and functions of" a Commissioner ot lie venue 
and Circuit, a Civil and Sessions Judge, and a Political Agent, and I would 
recommend that all appeals from his decisions and orders, in every department, 
should lie, not to the Sudder Court and Board of Revenue, but direct to the 
Government of Bengal ; in short, that he should exercise in this territory 
precisely the same powers and functions as are exercised by the Commissioner 
of Chota Nagpore in the Tributary Mehals of the South WeSfc Frontier 
division. That simple and rational system has been found to work well 
among the wild and excitable races that are found in that vast and remote 
tract of country, and I see no reason why it should not be equally successful 
among these semi-civilized Mountaineers. 

130. The Second in Command and Assistant to the Superintendent 
should have charge of the ‘district as district Officer, and should exercise, in 
subordination to the Superintendent, the powers of a Principal Assistant of 
the Assam Commission. With a few alterations, the Assam Civil and Criminal 
Hides might be made applicable to the administration of public affairs in these 
Hills by a Superintendent and Iris Assistant ; and till this can be done, these 
Officers ought to he guided, as much as possible, by the Assam Rules which 
are in force here now. It is desirable that there should be no hasty or 
unnecessary change in the mode of administering affairs in these Hills, for 
these Mountaineers are very suspicious and easily alarmed. 

137. I may remark that the former mode of administration by a 
Military Political Agent and a Military Assistant fail to give satisfaction to 
the Government and the people apparently not on account of any defect in 
the system, but because of the very intimate connection that subsisted 
between the Political Agent and Ins son-in-law Mr. Henry Inglis, who then 
held in Ids hands almost the whole of’ the trade of these Hills. So omnipotent 
was Mr. Inglis' influence with the Cherra Authorities universally supposed to 
be, that in every case in which that* gentleman was concerned the Cherra 
Court never obtained any credit with the public for impartiality, and English 
Traders fled the country father than encounter the risk of their decisions. It 
is certain that at that time a root and branch change of administration was 
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most urgently required in order to convince the inhabitants of these Hills 
that the Government wished and intended them to receive pure and 
impartial justice. It was not, however, the system that was at fault, but the 
administrators of it were entirely in a false position, and however just and 
unimpeachable their official acts and proceedings might have been, they would 
never have inspired confidence or given satisfaction to the people. I can 
discover no reason why the Civil and Military functions should not be 
reunited ; their union is undoubtedly a source of strength not only to tjio 
Civil but also to the Military power. 


* V Kttsris'T Cir Alters. 


PROPOSKD CdAllCES. 


1. 

office. 


Charge 


(.‘oTnmnndjintolSyllu'f'l w , A 1> 
l.i^Lit Infantry R*iLi-! j s 

lion, being a Major,; } ^ 

Military* Vny and Al-j j 
hnvaneis 


AJ 


Second in Lnmmaml! \ 
of Sylliet Light, .luian-j f 
ivy Battalion, CouhoIi- 
dated allowance . r 


3. 

OtHoe. 


Super intern lent of 
Cnssyah and Jyntonb 
Hills, and t oruniun- 
(hint- of Sylhet Light 

Infantrv Battalion ... 


4. 

( - barge. 




1.38. If the former system is to he reverted to, I would propose 

that the Superintendent 

and Military Com- 
mandant should receive 
a consolidated salary of 
1.600 Rupees per men- 
sem, and the Assistant 
Superintendent and Se- 
cond in Command a con- 
solidated salary of 750 
Rupees a month. If 
this scale of salary be 
adopted, there would 
be a monthly saving'" of 
about 139 Rupees in the 
present charges, when 
the Battalion is com- 
manded by a Major, 
which it usually is. 
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Saving b« per new system, K-i. 1:10-3-0, which will be required for 
strengthening the Rstabiisiimerits. 


During the incumbency of Colonel Lister, the Political Agent received a Civil 
allowance of 400 Rupees per mensem, and his Assistant and Second in Com- 
mand 150 Rupees a month, in addition to their Mili- 
tary pay and allowances. During the time Colonel 
Lister held the Political Agency, as a Lieutenant- 
Colonel, his aggregate monthly salary amounted to 
Rupees 1 ,882-4-0. f 
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189. If the Civil and Military functions are to be again united, it will, 
of course, be necessary that the Superintendent and his Assistant should 
possess Civil as well as Military experience and qualifications, and in con- 
sequence it seems desirable that the patronage of these two appointments 
should he vested in the Supreme Government. I may add that it is above all 
things necessary that the Officers who arc entrusted with power and authority 
in those Hills should he entirely free from pecuniary embarrassments.’ : It tuny. 
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perhaps, be thought out of place to mention this here ; hut thaje are cogent, 
reasons why the Officers who are to represent the Government at Cherra 
Poonjee should he thoroughly, and in every sense of’ the word, independent, 
which no public servant, who is not perfectly free from indebtedness, 
can he perhaps any where ; but certainly not in these H ills, where there 
are temptations and trials, which in these days are seldom met with elsewhere. 

140. With reference to your letter No. 138, of the l!)th of .fauuarv 
185/. and to the 7th para, of your letter under reply, I beg to state that the 
appointment of an additional Officer t > the Cherra Poonjee district is not, in 
my opinion, required just at present. The Home Government has been 
pleased to order the appointment of a Native Chief to the Raj of Nungklow, 
and therefore no additional arrangements or expenses are now requisite on 
account of that tine district. Prom the business returns herewith submitted, 
it will, I think, ho apparent that the work of this district is very' light, ami 
that the services of an additional Assistant, are not at present needed. The 
difficulty pointed out by the Commissioner of Assam of providing for the 
duties of this Hill station, when the Assistant in charge falls sick, by the 
deputation of an Assistant from Assam, no doubt exists, for during six or 
seven months of the year it is exceedingly dangerous for any European to cross 
the lower range of Hills on the Assam side ; hut the Ilou’ble the Court of 
Directors will not authorize the permanent retention of an extra Officer to 
supply the place of his superior in ease of absence or of illness, and I think 
the Government ought not to be asked to do so. In eases of emergency, 
when it may he absolutely necessary to relieve the Officer in charge of the 
(lossy ah and Jynteah Hills without, delay, the Assistant at Sylheb or at one of 
the neighbouring Bengal stations, can be deputed to Cherra Poonjee to take 
charge of the office till the Principal Assistant Commissioner is tit for duty, 
or till the Commissioner of Assam can make other arrangements for carrying 
on the duties. When the Hill route from Govvhatty to Cherra Poonjee is 
closed, an Assistant can be sent round by water in about twenty-five or 
thirty days. * 

141. Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson has stated that he. 
is unable to visit the interior of his district, because there is no person to 
whom he can make over charge of his Treasury and the current duties of 
his office at the s udder station. There never is much money in the Cherra 
Poonjee Treasury, and the current duties of the office are ordinarily trifling ; 
and do not, in my opinion, require the continual presence of an Assistant at 
Cherra Poonjee. The treasure would be perfectly safe, during the Principal 
Assistant Commissioner’s temporary absence, under the charge of the Military 
Guard, which is always on duty at his Treasury. The Assistant Commis- 
sioners of the South West Frontier Agency, before Sub-Assistants were 
attached to their divisions, were alway s in the habit of leaving their Treasuries 
. -■ ' ■ ■' , ■ ' , f it ■ ' ..." 
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and sudder stations during the cold season for the purpose of making tlicir 
Mofnssil tours, and no Officer was left in charge of the stations. As no 
inconvenience resulted from that practice, I see no reason why the Principal 
Assistant Commissioner at Cherra Poonjee should not, in like manner, visit, 
the interior of his district, when there is no Officer available to take charge of 
the station ; any unexpected occurrence of importance might be dealt with by 
the Military Officer in Command of the station. 

142. The Sudder and Mofussil establishments of the Principal Assistant 
Commissioner have been recently re-organized with the sanction* of the Go- 
vernment without any additional expense ; hut several of the Native Officers 
are still under-paid, and some addition to the establishment will be necessary, 
provided any fiscal measures are to be introduced into the Jynteall Hills. 

I submit Statement of the Establishment, which the 

jAppetnIix No. 0, . 

Principal Assistant Commissioner thinks is required for the 
officii nt management of his district. A deduction of 15 Rupees per mensem is 
to be made from the monthly surat total of the proposed establishment, because 
the Nun gU low district is not to be brought under direct management. I 
believe the Principal Assistant Commissioner’s Establishment is still insufficient 
for the increasing requirements of the office; but it. is not advisable, in my 
opinion, to make any increase or alteration in it till the Government has 
decided whether the Military and Civil offices are to be reunited, and whether 
it is expedient to impose an assessment on the Jynteall Hills. "When these 
questions have been determined, the Principal distant Commissioner’s 
Establishment, ought to be revised and placed on an efficient footing with 
reference to the quantity of work it will be expected to perform. 

H3. Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson has represented 
to me, that, the ordinary travelling allowance of Rupees 5 per diem is inade- 
quate to cover the actual expcnces incurred by the district Officer whilst 
travelling* on duty in these Hills. The camp equipage, in short everything, 
has to be carried by Coolies, and the rates of porterage and other expenses 
of travelling are about double what they arc in the plains. I have travelled 
in the interior of these Hills, and therefore know from experience that the 
travelling expenses of the district Officer, practising the strictest economy, 
must necessarily exceed very considerably the authorized allowance of 
.Rupees 5 a day. The Junior Assistant Commissioner in charge of North 
Cachar is permitted, I believe, on account of tho heavy expense of travelling 
in that district, to draw, in addition to his salary, a fixed travelling allow- 
ance of Rupees 250 a month for the whole year. Under these circum- 
stances I venture to recommend that the Principal Assistant Commissioner 
in charge of the Cherra Poonjee district be allowed to draw a travelling 
allowance of Rupees 250 a month for tho period during which he is actually 
absent from his sudder station on duly in tho interior of his district. ' 

# No. 1M)8, di tod 21fct April 1#58. t Iva. 2,017-4-7, 
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EDUCATTON AND SCHOOLS. 

*. 

144. Under the Orders 4 * of Government, an allowance of 50 Rupees 
per mensem has been granted to the Reverend Mr. Lewis, of the Cherra 
Poonjee u Free Church Presbyterian Mission, for the payment- of teachers, the 
“ purchase of books and stationery for the purpose of promoting secular 
“ instruction among the inhabitants of the Cossyah and Jynteah Hills.” The 
grant was made on the understanding that it might be withdrawn at any 
time, that the Schools should be at all times open to the inspection of the 
Officers of Government, and that the Reverend Mr. Lewis should submit 
to Government., through the Cherra Poonjee Civil Authority, “a Report of 
“ his proceedings and of the manner in which the grant may have been 
expended.” • 


145. Since the appointment of a Director General of Public Instruction, 

these Missionary Schools have been 
placed under the Inspector of Schools 
of North Hast Bengal and Assam, to 
whom the Reverend Mr. Lewis makes 
quarterly Reports on their progress 
and condition. The last returns which 
have been sent to me show that there 
are ten s Schools in these Hills, and the. 
aggregate number of pupils attending 
them on the 30th of April last, was 
13:2. I ought, however, to mention 
that the “ Soopar” School appears to 
have entirely failed lately. Provisions are exceedingly dear this year in that 
part of the country, and the people will no longer allow their children to 
attend the School, because they are obliged to send them to labor for their 
dailv bread. 



* Names of •Schools. 

A vora"t» limn- 
jbfi* of Pupils. 

L 

Non<js<vwlia IWs’ School 

1 

t 2. 

Ditto Girls’ School . . 

i 20 

i 

Moosinve . , 

1 8 

4. 

M am loo 

! <5 

! 5. 

Cherra Poonjee 

20 

ft. 

Cherra Station 

i r> 

7. 

Soopar. . 

5 

8 . 

Non*x war 

! 10 I 

{). 

Nonkro 

i 7 ! 

10. 

Nuibjreem 

j 10 j 

I | 


Total 

i;*2 


146. In all these Schools instruction is imparted in the Cossyah lan- 
guage. At the Cherra Poonjee Sudder Missionary School, which is called 
“ Nongsowlia,” there is a School both (or Girls and Bovs. In this and in two 
or three of the other Schools, English and Bengalee are taught ; but the 
greater part of the instruction in all those Schools is given in the Vernacular 
language of the country. 

147. The Reverend Mr. Lewis, and his coadjutor the Reverend Mr. 
Parry, are most zealous and indefatigable in their Missionary and Educational 
labors. Though their Schools have not a very promising appearance on 
paper, and the number of pupils is much smaller than was anticipated when 
the Schools w<5re first established, yet I have no doubt that they are silently 

*No. 215, March 13th 1854. 
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and gradually, working a great deal of good. Wherever there is a School, it 
forms, as it were, a little nucleus of civilization : it attracts to it the more 
intelligent and inquiring of the inhabitants, some of whom may, perhaps, 
discover, from their intercourse with Christian Teachers, that there is some- 
thing to be learnt that will better their worldly condition, and something 
that will profit them here and hereafter more than the breaking of eggs and 
the senseless worship of imaginary demons. 

148. There certainly is, in Mr. Lewis’ converts and pupils, a marked 
superiority over their untaught and unenlightened neighbours. Tlie Cos- 
syah converts, who are almost all drawn from the humbler classes of their 
countrymen, appear to be more trustworthy and. better conducted than the 
generality of Native Christian converts who are to be met with in the 
vicinity of some of the Missionary stations in Bengal. It is very evident 
that Mr. Lewis, zealous and self-denying exertions have not been thrown 
away, and I am satisfied that the Cossyahs would he very much benefitted if 
the Government, by increasing the present small Educational Grant, would 
enable that Gentleman to widen the sphere of his labours and usefulness 
in these Hills. 

149. Notwithstanding that the Reverend Mr. Lewis has very superior 
qualifications as a Christian and secular Teacher, and although these 
Missionary Schools have received full and judicious support from the Princi- 
pal Assistant Commissioner in charge of the Cossyah and Jynleah Mills, it 
cannot be said that these Educational operations have proved successful. 
These Schools are not popular with the Cossyahs, and as yet have done but 
little towards breaking through their stupid and inveterate prejudices 
against Education, and indeed against all kinds of mental training and 
exertion. 


190. Mr. W. Robinson, the Inspector of Schools, and Mr. Principal 
Assistant Commissioner Hudson, have informed me, that they are disposed 
to attribute the unfavorable results of this experiment, in a great measure, to 
the use of the Cossyah language and the Roman character in these institu- 
tions. They think that these Schools would have met with less opposition 
and greater success had instruction been given in the Bengalee language, and 
even had the Bengalee instead of the Roman character, been used in writing 
the Cossyah language. From the inquiries which I have made among the 
people, I incline to think that these Gentlemen have rightly indicated the 
cause of failure in the existing Education at scheme. 

151. There are certainly great obstacles and objections to imparting 
instruction in the Cossyah language, and to the use of the Roman character 
in writing it. To instruct with efficiency in the Cossyah language, a Teacher 1 
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must be familiar with at least three different dialects, each of which is so dissi- 
milar to the others that it may almost be called a distinct language. The 
Cherra Cossyahs cannot understand the people of Joowaie, and school-books 
prepared in the Cherra dialect, which has been adopted by the Missionaries, 
would be unintelligible to the inhabitants of Moflong, Myrung, Nungklow, 
and almost all the villages in the Jynteah Hills. Besides, I believe there 
are only two secular school-books* in the Cossyah language; the other Coosyah 
books consist of two Catechisms, 32 Christian Hymns, and a translation of 
the four Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, and of Hall’s “Come to Jesus.” 

152. The whole trade of these Hills is carried on with the .Bengal loos 
of the Sylhet plains on the one side, and with the Assamese on the otlier. 
Tho Cossyahs require somo knowledge of the Bengallee language and 
arithmetic to enable them to protect themselves against the keen knavery of 
Bengallee interpreters and agents, and the traders of the plains. I have 
repeatedly urged the Cossyah Chiefs, Sirdars, Elders and People to send their 
children to these Missionary Schools, and they have, in almost every instance, 
made tho same reply. They said they would willingly do so, provided their 
children were instructed in Bengalee, and had the opportunity of acquiring 
such knowledge as would be useful to them in after life. I am strongly of 
opinion that the people of these Hills will derive no real and lasting benefit 
from any scholastic institutions which do not teach through the medium 
of the Bengalee language. 

153. Messrs. Robinson and Hudson have represented that they 
consider it would be advantageous to establish a good Bengalee School at 
each of the places in these Hills where we have a Police station, viz., 
Cherra Poonjee, Nungklow and Joowaie. Tho latter is, perhaps, the largest 
and most opulent village of the Jynteah Hills. I think it very desirable 
that somo such experiment should be tried; but as the district of Nungklow, 
under the recent orders of the Home Government, is to be placed again under 
a Native Ruler, and as Joowaie is too distant from the sudder station of 
Cherra Poonjee for efficient control over as cholastic establishment at that 
out-post, I would recommend that at first an experimental Bengalee School 
should be established only at Cherra Poonjee. 

154. The Inspector of Schools has brought to my notice the extreme 
difficulty that is experienced in inducing the Cossyahs to send their children 
to School. At an early age they become useful to their parents, who are 
unwilling to forego their services to enable them to obtain instruction, the 
utility of which is not apparent to them. Mr. Robinson has proposed that a 
few small Stipendiary scholarships shohld be attached to each Bengalee School, 
with the view of inducing parents to cause the attendance of their children. He 

* L A tfrimer. 2 . leading Lesson*. . 
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thinks, and L' agree with him, that a few pecuniary rewards of this kind, 
judiciously distributed, might be the means of attracting a considerable num- 
ber of children to these Schools. The system of giving a small pecuniary 
subsistence allowance to the most deserving pupils has been tried at the Cole 
School at C h yebassah in tho South West f rontier Agency, and has been 
found to answer remarkably well there. 1 believe that some arrangement 
of the same kind would prove equally advantageous in these Hills. 

155. Mr. Robinson has proposed the under- mentioned establishment 
for a Bengalee School at Cherra Poonjee, which, in my opinion, is moderate, 
and will answer the purpose very well : — 

Establishment. 


A Teacher on 15 Rupees a, month 

• • . • . • • 

15 

Rupees, 

Two stipendiary Scholarships, at 5 

Rupees 



per mensem each 

... M. 

10 

ft 

Three stipendiary Scholarships, at 3 

Rupees 



per mensem each 


0 

ft 

Eight stipendiary Scholarships, at 2 

Rupees 



per mensem each 


16 

ft 

Kb 0 1 \ tLllt m m m »+* • • * ••• • • • » * 

... ... ... 

5 

ft 

Books and Stationery 

9 • 9 »•« » • t 

20 

ft 


Total ... 7 5 Rupees. 

This Cherra Poonjee Bengalee School should he open to all Classes of the 
Community; but the Scholarships ought to be reserved for the Cossyah 
pupils, and bestowed upon them according to merit. 

150. If the Reverend Mr. Lewis would undertake the superintendence 
of this Bengalee School, it might, with great advantage,! think, be entrusted to 
his fostering care, for he has proved beyond question that he has the improve- 
ment and well-being of the Cossyah tribes much at heart, and he would, Ifeel 
assured, exert himself to the utmost to do justice to the Institution. If Mr. 
Lewis will take charge of the School, it would be necessary to make him an 
additional grant of Rupees 75 a month for this specific purpose, subject to 
the same conditions as those under which he at present receives the monthly 
grant of Hupees 50. If, however, Mr. Lewis should be disinclined to take 
upon himself the management of the Bengalee School, it might be placed 
under the superintendence of the Principal Assistant Commissioner, who 
should select a convenient site on the Government, ground for a School- 
house, which will cost probably about Rupees 300. 

157. If the Bengalee Experimental School at Cherra Poonjee prospers, 
a Bengalee School might afterwards be opened at Nungklow and Joowaie, 
if, however, the experiment, under European superintendence, fails at the 
sudder station, it is not likely to succeed elsewhere. 
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" TRADE. 

158. By far tlie greater portion of the trade of the Cossyah and 
Jynteah Hills is carried on with the people of the plains on the Southern or 
Sylhet side of the mountains. 


150. The trade of the Cossyahs with the Assamese is, for the most part 
a bartering trade, and is not by any incans extensive. They take down, to the 
Assam markets, cotton, rude implements of husbandry manufactured from 
crQde Hill iron by the Cossyah blacksmiths, yams grown on the flanks of the 
lower Ilills, small quantities of potatoes, honey, bees’ wax and other Ilill 
produco, and they bring back, in exchange, salt, tobacco, molasses, dried 
fish, horned cattle, goats, j»igs, poultry, cotton and silk cloths, and other 
trifling articles. The Exports and Imports are about equal in value, and 
are estimated at about 15,000 Rupees per annum. 


160. I subjoin Tables, which have been very kindly prepared for mo 
by Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson, of the trade between 
this territory and the markets of the Bengal plains. It is not pretended 
that these Tables are very accurate, as they have been compiled, for the most 
part, from oral information obtained by cross-questioning numerous traders, 
many of whom are extremely ignorant and suspicious, and unable to give any 
correct or indeed intelligible account of their own trading transactions. Mr. 
Hudson, I know, lias taken a great deal of trouble in searching for the best 
information, and it seems to me that these Returns may be accepted as a 
fair representation of the state of trade in these Hills. 


TABLE OV EXPORTS. 


L 

2. 

1 



3. 

4. 


i 




Estimated Profits 

Articles. 

iQuantities Exported. Value of Exports. 

obtained on 


i 


! 

| 



Exports. 

Limestone 

17,00,000 Maunds. 

Rs. 

3,06,000 

Rs. 

1,02,000 

.Smelted iron 

4.5,000 

t) 

! 

» 

67,500 

>» 

5,625 

Coal . . 

25,000 

7« 

” 

1 2,500 

7> 

3,125 

btlC'k LftC ♦ • * a • a • • * * « . 

600 

>7 

>* 

4,200 

79 

GOO 

Honey .. 

200 

fj 


1,600 

77 

200 

Bees’ Wax 

20 

»7 

„ 

700 

97 

100 

Ivory . * . • 

6 

57 


750 

)) 

180 

Potatoes 

50,000 

57 

>5 

1,25,000 

77 

25,000 

Cotton . ♦ 

12,000 

„ 

57 

42,000 


3,000 

Caoutchouc 

1,000 


J> 

8,000 

„ 

1,000 

Coarse Cinnamon 

1,000 

» 

J> 

2,000 

77 

250 

Bay Leaves (Tezpat) 

2,000 


>> 

1,000 

» 

■ 250 

Oranges . . * . • . . . 

4,50,00,000 

57 


78,750 

77 

16.875 

Betel Nuts. . . . . . ' . . . . * . 

3,00,00,000 

.>> 

5) 

37,500 

)| 

9,375 

Pawn Leaves ... ... . . ... 

io,oo,oo,o(3o 

>7 

55 

12,500 

» 

3,125 

• 

Total 


R». 

7,00,000 

Rs. 

1,70,705 
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TABLE OF IMPORTS. 


1, 

2. 

3. 

4. 






Estimated Profits 

Articles. 

iQuantities Imported. 

Value of Imports. 

obtained on 







Imports. 

Rico 

1,50,000 

Maunds. 

Ba. 

2,25,000 

Rs. 

28,125 

Salt 

2,000 

11 


10,000 

99 

l,0QQ 

Oil 

soo 

f» 

99 

8,000 

if 

1.000 

Tobacco 

1,000 

11 

99 

6,000 

ft 

750 

Ghee . * 

100 

11 

99 

1,500 


150 

Treacle 

1,000 

11 

91 

4,000 


250 

Sugar . . . . . . 

500 

99 

99 

5,000 

11 

750 

1 1 h ol ]«• « . •• ,,, a . . . * . » 

800 


91 

2,000 

11 

400 

Presh and dried Fish 

» * . 


11 

20, 000 

>> 

3,000 

Cloths of sorts | 

• • • 


19 

25,000 


4,000 

Cows and Oxen 1 



11 

4,000 


500 

rigs ! 



If 

1 0,000 

ft 

1,500 

Goats 

... 


11 

2,500 

H 

400 

Poultry . ... 

... 


11 

8,000 

If 

800 

Brass Pots and Pans 



11 

5,000 

tt 

500 

Coral Beads ' * 



1) 

2,000 

ff 

400 

Gold 



)1 

4,000 

if 

300 

Silver .... 



ft 

8,000 

11 

500 

: 


Total... 

Its. 

3,50,000 

Rs. 

44,325 


161. The total value of the Export trade of this territory to Bengal 
has been estimated, I think, fairly by Mr. Hudson a t about seven lakhs of 
Rupees per annum, and this, I should say, is rather below than above the 
mark. The principal articles of Export are limestone, smelted iron, coal, 
potatoes, cotton, oranges, caoutchouc, betel nuts and pawn leaves. 


LIMESTONE. 

162. The average quantity of limestone annually quarried in this 
territory is about seventeen lakhs of maunds, of which about fifteen lakhs 
are quarried by the firm of Messrs. Inglis and Co., of Cbattuck, and 
the remaining two lakhs by a Mr. Sarkies and a Mrs. Stark ; the former, 
I believe, is an Armenian, the latter an East Indian lady. Some of the 
Quarries of the former are, I understand, worked in the name of a Native 
Gomashta, 


* 


163. 

Appendix 


Herewith I have the honor to submit a list* of the limestone 
p tracts in the Cossyah and Jynteah Hills held by Mr. Inglis 
and other traders in limestone, under leases from the 


Government and the Cossyah Chiefs and Village Sirdars and Elders. 


164. The limestone trade is carried on by a system of advances made 
to the men who quarry the stone, and the boatmen who bring it down in. 
small canoes from the Quarries to the Depots at Cbattuck and Sonamgungo. 


( 49 ) 


Quarrying operations can be carried on only during the dry season, on account 
of the exceeding insalubrity of the places where most of the best Quarries 
are situated. When the Cholera happens to break out at the Quarries, the 
quarrymen immediately desert their work, disperse to their own villages, and 
will not return till they are convinced that the epidemic has disappeared. 
Such occurrences, which are not un frequent, occasion considerable loss to 
the traders in limestone. 

105. The limestone is sold chiefly to Native Merchants at Chattuck 
and Sonamgunge, where it is burnt and manufactured into slacked lime, 
which is exported to Calcutta and all the principal marts in Bengal. M r. inglis 
has informed me that only* about one-sixteenth part of the lime manufac- 
tured annually in the Sylliet district, is burnt at his depot at Chattuck. 

106. During the last three years the price of “ Sylhet lime” seems to 
have risen from about 30 to 50 per cent, in Calcutta, and in most of the 
principal Bazars in Bengal. Messrs. Burn and Co., of Calcutta, .the Railway 
Contractors, have pointed out the great inconvenience experienced from the 
deficient supply and very high prices of lime, and have informed me, that had 
not large quantities of “ Gootia lime” been procurable at almost all the 
different places along the 'Railway lino, the probability is that the price of 
lime would have risen to treble what it has been during the last three years. 

167. The price of limestone at Chattuck and Sonamgunge has risen, 
during the last three years, more than 50 per cent., and I am informed that 
for some time it has been readily sold at those depots for 1 8 Rupees per 
100 maunds. 

168. Mr. Inglis has ascribed the rise in the price of lime (luring the 
last two years to the scarcity of freight, the enhanced price of labor, and the 
rent paid by him for the Government Quarries ; but he says the chief cause 
of the rise of prices is the difficulty of obtaining freight. No doubt, for the 
last two years there has been very great difficulty in procuring boats for the 
exportation of lime from Chattuck and Sonamgunge ; but this does not 
cause the very great rise of price of limestone at these two depots. The 
enhanced prices of limestone and lime have been, T believe, partly occa- 
sioned by the increased value of labor and the difficulty of procuring boats. 
Messrs. Burn and Co. have stated that “ Messrs. Inglis and Co., of Sylhet, 
“are the principal importers of chunatn ; they have been so long in the 
« trade, and with so little opposition, that they at times can demand their own 
“prices for lime ; it is said to be.a well-known fact that they vvil' only 
“ prepare such quantities and dispose* of as suits their own convenience in 
“ order to keep the market rates high.” There is, I think, some foundation 


* Sic. in original. 
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•I 

fur this statement. Messrs. Inglis and Co. have what is in fact the 
monopoly of the Sylhefc limestone trade; the business is most lucrative; 
they can fix their own prices, and therefore there is but little inducement 
for them to extend their operations and to bring more limestone, into the 
market. Mr. Inglis, however, lias informed me, that lie is “ sanguine about 
“ carrying out. certain projects to enable him to reduce the rates of limestone 
‘ and lime materially/’ It is to be hoped that he will be able to carry out 
his projects for the benefit of the public. 


160. Tt: is very desirable that something - should be done to render the 
supply of limestone and slacked lime more plentiful, and to reduce the prices 
thereof, if this can be effected without injustice to vested interests. The 
leases of three* of the Government Quarries, which will expire on the 30th 
of April 1861, ought not t > be renewed. These Quarries ought to be made 
over, at a moderate rent, to some energetic European, speculator having 
a small capital, who is quito independent of Mr. Inglis, and would 
work them to the best advantage. These Quarries were put up to pub- 
lic competition in April 1S56 and leased for five years to Mr. Inglis, who was 
the highest bidder for them ; two of them are let for what may be termed 
fancy rents. Mr. Inglis, it. is said, bid for them merely to keep other parties 
out of the market, and having the command of the lime market, and a large 
capital, he could, of course, afford to outbid any other speculator. There is not, 
I believe, any actual loss on these Quarries ; but I nr credibly informed that 
there is little or no profit. Mr. Inglis no doubt remunerates himself lor the 
lack of profit in this direction by a proportionate increase in the price demand- 
ed for his limestone, 

170. The unworked Larne Quarries, f which Mr. Inglis will resign to 
the Government under the recent orders, + ought to be advertised in the 
public prints, and leased, at moderate rents, to some trustworthy and energetic 
person, who has the means of carrying on the works, and has no connection 
with the firm of Inglis and Co. Search should be made for other lime-beds 
along the base of the southern side of the Hills. There seems i > he a 
general impression among the Natives that if the base of the Hills was 
properly explored, other 1 tine- beds would be discovered capable of being 
worked with profit. 

171. Till a spirited competition in the lime trade can be established, 
it is vain to expect any considerable increase in the supply of lime from 
these .Hills ; neither is it likely that the article will be sold on more reasonable' 
terms than at present. 

* i j OIiouti CIutim and Letting Oherrti ; Morally Poonjce ami Uoovvtiie Poonjee ; 3, Nonglauitn Poonjee, &e- 

f Mowdon, Blmivul, Malnam, Mowvong. 

X ^N“. UJl, diUed 1 0th June tbX>8. 
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IKON. 
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172. The Cossyahs carry on a rather considerable trade in smelted 
iron with the inhabitants of the Sylhel district. According to Cossyah tradi- 
tion, iron lias been found and manufactured in these Hills from time immemo- 
rial. The (lossy a!i processes of extracting, washing and smelting the ore 
have been frequently and minutely described by Professor Oldham, Captain 
Yule and others. The ore is said to bo of the best quality and most abundant 
in the Khvrim country, and the purest and most superior sort is found at 
“’Nungkreem” and “ Nogundree' in that district. Tile iron trade is 
entirely in the hands of the Cossyahs. The petty traders wander about 
from village to village collecting the ore, and they purchase it at the markets 
of the interior, and take if, down for sale to the bazars of the plains. A 
small quantity of iron articles, such as dows, koduls, spear and arrow heads 
are manufactured by the Cossyah smiths in the H ills ; but the great bulk of 
the smelted iron is sent to the plains for sale in circular lumps of about -1 
or 5 seers each. The best kinds of iron, however, are beaten into flat bars ; 
the lump iron is called “ Recra”, the. Hat or bar iron Pctee” ; the average 
price at Chaltuck of the former is from 1 Rupee I Annas to 1 Rupee 0 Annas 
per maund, and of the latter from about V Rupee 10 Annas to l Rupee 
12 Annas per maund. 

17:3. The Cossyah iron is known to he of excellent quality for almost 
every purpose, and is preferred to English iron by the Bengalee blacksmiths, 
in consequence of its nialleabilitv, and being more easily worked ; it is made 
into nails ami fastenings for (he timbers of boats, and is very much used 
by the native boat-builders of the Sylhet and the neighbouring districts. 

171. The average quantify of iron exported every year from the Hills 
is probably about 50,000 maunds. Afr. lnglis has informed me that in his 
opinion from 50,000 to 00,000 maunds are carried down the Hill annually. 

175. The Cossyah iron, when brought into the market, contains more 
than half dross, and it is this that renders the iron trade not a profitable 
one. The cost of carriage from the Hills to the plains is about 6 Annas per 
maund, and the carriage of the dross eats up the profits of the trade. The 
Cossyah traders affirm that they get an average profit of only 2 Armas per 
maund. This is perhaps something less than their actual gains ; but the 
traders not a thriving one, and though there is a considerable and increasing 
demand, the supply does not appear to augment. The iron of these Hills is 
undoubtedly good, and in some localities, for instance the Khyrim country, 
very abundant; coal, limestone and wood are found in contiguity to it. I 
know no reason why the iron trade should not yield very consider- 
able profits, provided it be carried on in a scientific and economical 
manner. 
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COAL. 

176. The two principal coal mines in the Oossyah and Jynteah Hills 
are those at Cherra Poonjee and Lakadong, both of which belong to the 
Government, and are held under leases, revocable at the pleasure of Govern- 
ment, by Messrs. W. Moran and Co., of Calcutta, under the style of the 
“ Sylliet Coal Company.” 

177. No coal has been quarried, 1 understand, at the Cherra mines for 
the last five years, and the Lakadong mines for some time have not been worked 
in a satisfactory manner. A proposition for altering the existing arrange- 
ments will he submitted in a subsequent paragraph. The coal of Cherra 
Poonjee and Lakadong is admitted to be of very .superior quality, aud some 
attempt, I think, ought to be made to bring it into the market again. 
•Judging from what was done when the Cherra mines were worked under the 
superintendence of Colonel Lister and Mr. Inglis, I should say that these 
mines would yield a fair profit if placed in the hands of enterprising and 
skilful managers. The coal finds a ready sale at Dacca aud elsewhere at S 
Annas per maund, and the average quantity exported into Bengal is about 
25,000 maunds. 


POTATOES. 

178. The potatoe was first introduced into these Hills in the year 1830 
by the Governor General’s Agent, Mr. David Scott, ■'■ul it certainly has been 
the greatest boon that a British Euler has conferred upon the Goss yah people. 
The potatoe trade, which is carried on entirely by the Cossyahs, is a very 
lucrative one. The average quantity of potatoes exported every year is about 
50,000 maunds, and the average selling price at Bholagunge, the great mart 
at the foot of tile Hills, is about 2 Rupees 8 Annas, and sometimes 3 ."Rupees 
per maund. Last year there was a considerable rise in the price of potatoes, 
owing, it is said, to the great influx of European Troops at the Presidency, 
and in consequence the potatoe cultivation has been increased very consider- 
ably this year. The season has been favorable, and the crop which was 
gathered in .Inly last, is said to have yielded an out-turn of about 70,000 
maunds. 


170. The great bulk of the potatoes grown in these Hills is exported to 
the Calcutta market; but small supplies are sent to Sylliet, Mymensing, 
Dacca and all the neighbouring Bengal stations. 

ISO. For the last six or seven years the potatoes have become very much 
deteriorated both in size and flavor, and Mr. Principal Assistant Commis- 
sioner Hudson has exerted liimself very laudably in effecting an improvement 
by distributing seed to the Cossyahs. The deterioration is to be ascribed to 
the Cossyahs never changing their seed, and planting their potatoes on the 
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satoc ground for |6teral tieosecutrve years. Tho Californian potatoe seed lias 
b&iii fried; potatoes were watery, and tl*6 merchants 
would not buy them. The Madras potatoes seem to be the kind best adapted 
for tile soils of these Hills. The best potatoes are grown at “ Nongkreem/’ in 
the Khyrira country; not only is their flavor better, but they are said to 
keep much longer than other potatoes. ,*■' 

181. The potatoe cultivation is increasing every year. Formerly it was 
confined chiefly to the central portion of these Hills, but it is now spreading 
over the Jynteah Hills on the East, and towards the Mahram country on the 
West. Something, 1 think, ought to be done to improve the potatoe crops 
of theife Hills, and I think much might be effected towards that object if the 
Government would order 200 maunds of the best Madras potatoe seed to be 
procured and sent up to Cherra Poonjee for distribution to the Cossyah 
cultivators. They would, I am told, willingly pay the cost price of the seed, 
either in money or in kind, when they obtained their crops. I think it would 
be worth while to try this experiment, which might be made without subjecting 
the Government to any loss. The Government may perhaps be disposed to 
render this assistance, inasmuch as it is of the greatest importance to the 
prosperity of this part of the country, that the potatoe trade should be 
encouraged and extended as much as possible 


COTTON. 

182. The cotton of the Cossyah and Jynteah Hills is of inferior quality. 
The staple is short and woolly. It is grown chiefly on the lower Hills on the 
Assam side, and in the direction of North Cachar. About 12,000 maunds 
are annually sent to the Sylhet markets, where an average price of 3 Rupees 
8 Annas per maund is obtained for it. It is chiefly made into clothing 
for the poorer classes. The trade seems to have increased in a slight degree 
during the last few years ; but as the soil of these Hills is not suitable for the 
cultivation of cotton, and the cost of carriage from the place of production 
to that of sale is very high, any considerable improvement in the cotton 
trade is not to be expected. 


*)vL; K - ..,V; v. ORANGES. . 

, : . 1 83*,:' The most extensive and valuable orange groves are in the Cheyla 
Awnjw, ^ 0Q ^ ee ^Mry, aud about two-thirds of the 
Qotsin, entire annual produce of these HiUs cqme from 
: fyM district. There are also very productive 

or^ge’ proves fJrn. Jbc yRIages seamed oranges 



; v 18.4. The Calcutta market is chiefly siipplied from the*groyes of Clieyla 
Boonjee arid Bar Poonjee; tffie orange? df : the otjigr villages are more 
perishable and cannot be exported to a distance ; they are,, in consequence, 
sold in the bazaars' of the neighbouring Bengal districts. The Clieyla 
Poonjee Cossyahs deliver their oranges to Mr. Highs’ establishment at 
Chattuck; to the other villages lie is obliged to send his own boats and 
servants to collect the fruit.’ It is said that the oranges cost Mr. Xhglis 
at Chattuck, all expenses included, from 1 Rupee to 1 Rupee 4 Annas per 
thousand ; the average price at which they are sold to the dealers at Chattuck 
is about 1 Rupee 12 Annas per thousand; 

185. The cultivation of oranges has increased very much of late years, 
and the quantity of fruit brought into the market is increasing considerably 
every year. The former prices, however, are still maintained. The demand 
exceeds tlie supply, and I believe that a much larger quantity of fruit would 
meet with a ready sale at very remunerative prices. About twenty years ago 
the average annual produce of Mr. Inglis' groves was about 110 laklis; 
the out-turn of the season of 1857-58 amounted, I believe, to 452 lakhs. 

186.. The orange cultivation in these Hills is, I believes, capable of 
considerable extension, with a good prospect of very profitable returns. The 
valley of Mahram, on the banks of the Pamaleeah, is said to be a locality 
well adapted for the cultivation of oranges, and it is probable that an intel- 
ligent and enterprising person would find no difficulty in forming gardens 
there, which in due season would not be inferior to the now celebrated groves 
of Cheyla Poonjee. 

CAOUTCHOUC. 

187. Tlie trade in caoutchouc is not extensive ; but the gum is said to 
be procurable in considerable quanfcities’in the North Eastern valleys of the 
Khyrim country. Tlie climate, however, is deadly there, arid only the seasoned 
inhabitants of those parts can venture into the forests without the greatest 
danger. The Cossyahs are inexpert in tapping the tree and collecting the 
giitti, and in consequence the caoutchouc is brought into the market in a 
very impure state, and is found mixed with the bark of tlie tree, earth, sand 
and other things. The Hill caoutchouc sells at Chattuck for abb 
10 Rupees to 12 Rupees per maund. The largest quantity known to haye 
been exported in one year was about 1,000 maunds. ; Tim supply is yery, 
uncertain and the quality of the article is not to be depended on. Jri Qrdeir.to 
procure any quantity, advances must be made to the Cossyahs for six months 
before the time of delivery, and of course there is always muchriskin this 
system, for the Cossyahs of these days 'are not much moybboftest in t|eir 
dealings than the inhabitants of the jilavns. _ 



( 55 ) 

' ®* The Cossyahscavry *pn a small though rather lucrative trade with 
) Stttei: n paWn «tick the Sylhet district' in the articles mentioned on 

*• margin. The Hill betel nuts andpawn leaves 
^ ^ are Highly esteemed by the Natives of the plains. 

The average quantity of the former sent down into Sylhet is said to be about 
$0$ ? akI) 3, and the average price about 1 Rupee 4 Annas per thousand. About 
1,000 lakhs of the latter are exported, and they are sold at about 2 Annas 
per thousand. 


IMPORTS. 

180. .Rice* which is not cultivated on the Southern side of these Hills, 
is the principal import. All the rice that is consumed on this side of the 
Hills is brought up from the Sylhet district. The other chief articles of 
import from the plains are salt, oil, fish, cloth, cattle, pigs, poultry and other 
articles mentioned in the Table of Imports. 

190. This, I think, will he the proper place to notice the representa- 
tions which certain mercantile firms in Calcutta have made to the Govern- 
ment respecting the trade of these Hills. They have averred that their 
Agents, whilst endeavoring to engage in the trade and develope the 
resources of this part of the country, have met with much illegal and violent 
opposition from Mr. Henry Inglis, who has prevented them from 
participating in the lucrati ve commerce of these Hills, which he monopolizes 
for his own advantage, keeping the people, as it were, in a state of bondage, 
and not allowing them to better their wretched condition by dealing with 

parties from whom they can obtain higher prices for the commodities which 
tliev have to sell. 


_ 191 • I incline to think that the respectable Gentlemen who sub- 
mitted these memorials to the Government, must have been deceived by 
the representations of their local agents. Had they been aware of the 
actual state of the case, it is not likely that they would have made these 
statements; The only real impediment to the freedom of trade in these 
Hills of which I am aware, are the orders* passed by Mr. Principal Assistant 
Commissioner Hudson in October 1856, regarding the entrance of aliens 
into the Cheyla Poonjee district. I have already directed attention to those 


orders, and expressed an opinion that they ought to be cancelled With 
this exception there is not, within ray knowledge, any written or unwritten 
pr ohibiti^ any person of any creed or color going for commercial 

of other purposes from one end of the Hills to the other. There can be no 
doubt ’that Massris.; Coleman, Uaddan and Browhlojv werd grossly insulted 

October.:; 1866 ; 

ih;^^ dpinidnC fortuitous and unpemediUtad, and : 

k paft bf nn organized i^gtem %tp 


( 'Mr* 

violerifeeandp^^ M* ;i > 

agiiimrt e^ejy person - who haS '-ehdeavor^ ^ 

these Hills. 


192. Mi 1 . Inglis no doubt possesses very .powerful influence over the 
Cossyah Chieftains, Village Sirdars, Elder9 and People, and has used it, I don't 
say in an improper manner, to promote and protect his commercial interests. 
Hil influence has been acquired and strengthened by his long, extensive and 
prosperous intercourse with these Mountaineers, by his near connection 
with the Political Officer who exercised the supreme Civil and Military power 
for so many years in these Hilts, and, I may add, also by the fairness and. 
liberality of bis dealings with all classes of the people. I am not aware that 
this influence has been obtained by improper means, or used unfairly in 
the prosecution of his trade. Mr. Commissioner Dunbar, in J 84 9, gave 
it as his opinion that there was no ground for imputations of this kind, 
and I know that the Cossyahs do not regard Mr. Inglis as an oppressor, 
and trade >vith him willingly, without the least overt or covert compulsion, 
of any sort, and apparently with much satisfaction and advantage to 
themselves. 


193. The trade in lime and oranges is the only trade in which 
Mr. Inglis 4s now engaged, and as he is not at all concerned in any other 
branches of traffic, it is almost superfluous to add that he can have no object 
or interest in offering any opposition to those who wish to embark 
in them. 

194. I have sought earnestly for — I have taken the greatest pains to 
reach— ‘the truth, and the result is that I verily believe the imputations cyad 
accusations made by the Memorialists in regard to the trade of these Hills, 
are not only without proof, but entirely without foundation. 


195. It appears to me that the great obstacle to the freedom and suc- 
cessful prosecution of trade in these Hills by European Merchants, is the 
anomalous state of the law and judicial practice in this territory. • No 
British Merchant of common prudence will embark capital in tW semwn* 
dependent and dependent- States till -theySiire brought more imtubdiately 
under British authority and control than they are at present. -jjb'^ngliah- 
lnau will be. satisfied ydth, pr endure &e v0O'iihdv^ 
a Cossyah Durbar, or agree to abide by the absurd $ 0 $ Jari^a 
an ignorant, prejudiced and oorrupt Cossyah Chief£a|n hr of Vdljig^hiefs 
of the stamp of the IVahadadara ^of Cbeyla 

tfll tof^tho .olfen ’ 'merchant ; and..: t$e\ 
jnstioo fthd protection from a Britisbi 
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196. No doubt the trade'Jind resources of theso Hills could bo much 
improved and developed by British capital, enterprise and slclll; but these 
mountains certainly are not the commercial El Dorado which certain 
Calcutta Merchants apparently have supposed them to be. Fortunes are not 
more likely to be made here than elsewhere through the agency of drun- 
ken sailors and levanting soldiers. If the Calcutta, Merchants will send 
up able, honorable and energetic men as their agents, they will no doubt 
in time succeed in establishing a profitable trade in limestone, oranges 
ahd other products of these Hills ; but they must depute men who can 
conciliate and gain the confidence of the Cossyah Chiefs and people, and not 
persons who cajole and irritate them with empty promises and false hopes, 
and end in endeavouring to overreach them. The recent proceedings of 
Messrs. Sweetland and Coleman, t tear, have done much to impede the pro- 
gress of commerce, and throw discredit on the British name they have 
increased, I think, very materially the difficulties which beset all alien mer- 
chants when they first begin to trade with cunning, suspicious and semi- 
savage tribes like those that arc found in theso mountains. 

STATION of CHE HR A POONJEE. 

197. The great want of the station of Cherra Poonjcc is a good Bazar. 
There is a small one in the Cantonments, but it is altogether insufficient for 
the requirements of the inhabitants of this station. Rice and other provisions 
iu this Bazar are generally of very inferior quality, and often exorbitantly 
dear. There is little or no competition among the traders, for the better class 
of Bengalee shop-keepers object to come to a Military Bazar, and to being 
placed under Military rules and regulations. The Station Polico Thannah is 
in the Cantonments, which is, 1 think, objectionable, now that the Civil and 
Military functions are no longer united. A rather large piece of land will be 
added to the station almost immediately, and this opportunity should be 
taken to remove the Thannah from the Cantonments, and place it on a site 
which would be suitable for a Civil Bazar. If liberal terms bo offered to the 
Shop-keepers, there ought to be no difficulty in establishing a good Civil 
Bazar, which would be most useful to the inhabitants of the station. 

198. A “Serai:’ for the accommodation of Native Travellers is much 
needed at this station. It should be erected near the new Thannah and Civil 
Bazaar. A great many traders and travellers are always passing through 
this station to and from Assam, and occasionally they find much difficulty 
in obtaining the requisite shelter in the present Bazar. The better classes of 
Hindoos and Mahomedans dislike putting up in the Cossyah s’ houses, where 
impurities of all kinds abound. 

199. The cost of a new Thannah building would be about ^ 00 Rupees, 
and a convenient “ Serai” might be erected for about 300 Rupees ; levelling 

p 
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and preparing the ground for a new Bazar would cost about 300 Rupees. 
The total cost* of these improvements would not exceed 1,000 Rupees. 


Cl I A TUT ABLE D I SPEN S A R Y. 

I do myself the honor to submitr herewith, in original, a letter * 
which 1 have received from Mr. Assistant Surgeon Dillon, 
in charge of the Medical duties of the civil station of 
Cherra Poonjee, recommending the establishment of a charitable Dispensary 
at that station for the purpose of affording medical relief to the Hill people 
of this neighbourhood. 


200 . 

# Appendix ’Mo. 7. 


201. The Cossyahs formerly felt a great aversion to European Medical 
treatment ; but I am told by persons who have the best opportunities of 
understanding them, that of late they have become much more roasonablo on 
this subject. I think a charitable Dispensary at this station would be found 
most useful in humanizing these wild Mill tribes, and inspiring them with 
kind and friendly feelings towards their European Rulers. But in order that 
an institution of this kind should meet with any degree of success here, it is 
essentially necessary that the European Officer in charge of it should be not 
only skilful in his profession, but a person who is habitually kind and con- 
siderate to Natives, and possesses the art of conciliating them and gaining 
their confidence. If the Medical Officer be without these very necessary 
qualifications, to establish a charitable Dispensary will be a mere waste of 
public money. 

202. A building suitable for this purpose can be erected at this station 
for about 500 or 600 Rupees, and the only servants required will be a 
Bheestee and a Sweeper, whose wages will be five Rupees a month each. The 
Native Doctor and Dresser of the Jail Hospital, whose duties are very light, 
will be very well able to attend to the Dispensary as well as to the Jail. 


203. What Doctor Dillon has represented regarding the advantage 
of having a well-educated Cossyab Native Doctor attached to this station, 
is, I think, deserving of favorable consideration. A Cossyah Native Doctor 
being in attendance at the station Hospital would, no doubt, be a great 
inducement, at first, to the Cossyahs to resort to the European Medical Officer 
for Medical aid, and when once they can be made to understand the advantages 
of European Medical skill, they will not bo backward in availing themselves 
of it. It would be a good plan to send two or three intelligent Cossyah 
youths to be educated, as Native Doctors, in the Calcutta Medical College. 
Probably the Reverend Mr. Lewis might be able to recommend one or two pro- 
mising Cossyah converts, brought up at his Mission, who would be desirous of 
obtaining a good Medical education in Calcutta ; of course the Government 
would have to pay all the expense of the Medical education of these young 
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men, for all of them are very jloor and unable to support themselves whilst 
under tuition in Calcutta. It might perhaps bo desirable to send also a 
young unconverted Cossyah to Calcutta to be educated as a Native Doctor ; 
but I am afraid it would be difficult to find any young Cossyah, not a 
Christian, who has sufficient education to enable him to matriculate at tho 
Calcutta Medical College. 

o 


JAIL. 

204. The small Jail at this station is well kept and very creditably 
managed by Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson. The building 
has been recently transferred from the Military to the Civil Department ; 
but the additions and improvements recommended by the Inspector of 
Jails have not yet been sanctioned. The average number of prisoners during 
the official year 1857-58 was 23, and the number is expected to decrease 
during the current year. Under these circumstances, it seems doubtful 
whether it is necessary to incur any large expenditure for improvements in 
this Jail. There must be many other Jails where money cou 1*1 be more 
usefully and profitably spent. 


Surplus profits. 


185 4- , Vi. j 

1855 - 50 . : 
1 850 '57. j 
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205. Baskets, grinding-stones, curry-stones, and stone-platters are tho 

articles manufactured in this Jail ; but the paucity of 

prisoners does not admit of any extensive manufac- 
turing operations. Those articles are chiefly made 
during the wet weather, when the convicts cannot be 
sent out to work on the roads. A memorandum show- 
ing tho state of the “ Convict Labor Fund” is given on 
the margin. The surplus profits of the years 1854-55 
and 1855-56 have been expended in purchasing building materials fora 
wall round the Jail vegetable garden ; those of the following year are being 
expended in repairing some wooden bridges at the station, and in planting a 
few trees by the sides of the station roads ; the unappropriated balance 
amounts only to Rupees 5-14-3. The Inspector of Jails has brought the unsuit- 
ableness of the Jail Hospital to the notice of the Government. I would sug- 
gest that, till a new one can be erected, a fire place bo constructed in the pre- 
sent building ; it would cost about 4 or 5 Rupees. During tho rainy and cold 
season this Hospital without a fire must be a very wretched place for the 
sick/particularly for those who are accustomed to the warm climate of the 
plains, I observe that the Inspector of Jails in his Report* for the year 

1856-57 has stated that the salary of the Civil 
Surgeon is debited to the Jail ; but this, I find, is a 
mistake ; the salary is debited, as is usual, to “ J udicial Charges General,” and 
therefore the large eost of the prisoners is not attributable to this but to 
other circumstances. Duriug the year 1857-58 the Principal Assistant Com- 
missioner has discharged a certain portion of the Burkundauze Guard, where- 


* Appendix No. 1, Page 1074 
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by a saving of 30 Rupees a month has been’effected, and he informs me that 
he is about to propose to the Inspector of Jails a still further reduction of 
the establishment. 


STATION ROADS. 

206. Much money and labor have been expended on the roads of this 
station ; but they are now, and have been, T understand, for some time, in a 
very dilapidated condition. Formerly they were kept in repair by the pri- 
soners ; but latterly there have been so few working prisoners that it has been 
found impossible to keep the roads in a proper state of repair. The average 
number of working prisoners during the year 1857-58, was about 22. The 
“ Convict Labor Fund” can afford no assistance to road making. Under 
these circumstances I venture to suggest that the ground rents of the station 
building sites, amounting to 148 Rupees per annum, might be applied, with 
much advantage, to the repairs of the roads and other station improvements. 

DISTRICT ROADS. 

207. ' The paved high road across the Hills to Assam is in good order; 
but arrangements should be made so that the annual repairs, which now 
are usually commenced in March and not completed before the end of April, 
should be done immediately after the cessation of the rains, so that the 
road might be ready at the end of November at the latest. In these parts 
the rains ordinarily commence in May, atul in consequence the repairs are 
washed away almost immediately after they have been completed. The 
Executive Officer, Mr. Munro, has informed me, that the repairs are 
delayed because the estimate of the Executive Officer is not sanctioned in 
time to enable him to commence the work earlier. This, I think, reouires 
amendment. If a formal estimate cannot be prepared, a rough one, 
framed with reference to the expenditure of past years, might be sanctioned 
iu time to enable the Executive Officer to commence operations at, the proper 
season. Under the present system not only docs the public derive no advan- 
tage from these expensive repairs, but the cost of them is considerably 
increased, for if they were made in October, the earth-work would have time 
to settle down, and the rains would not damage the road nearly to the same 
extent as they now do. 

208. The road from Terriah Ghaut at the base of the Southern side of 
the Hills, to Company Gunge in the Sylhet district, ought to be cleared, and 
repaired every year by the Sylhet authorities as soon as possible after the 
close of every rainy season. At tho beginning of December last, I found the 
road almost closed by the jungle. 

209. In 1850,* the Government was pleased to sanction the expendi- 
ture of a sum of Rs. 1,300, for constructing that portion of the Sylhet and 

* Order*, No. 171, 4afced March 10 th 1856. 
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Assam mad whirl) lies between FHmdooth and Terri ah Chant, and for bridg- 
ing a mount tin stream called the Lengtiah River; nothing, however, I under- 
stand, has been yet done towards carrying out. these orders, 

210. It is very desirable that the road through the Hills from Cherra 
Poonjee to Assaloo in North Cachar (distance about 105 miles) which has 
been sanctioned by the Government,* should he completed as soon as the 
requisite funds are available for this purpose. About 9 miles of the road 
lroyi Cherra Toonjee ldast ward towards Assaloo have been made bv Mr. 
Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson at a cost of Rs. 2,81:2-/'-}), and I 
believe 10 or 12 miles of road from Assaloo Westward towards Cherra 
Poonjee have been completed by the Junior Assistant. Commissioner in 
charge of the North Cachar district. 

DISTRICT BRIDGES. 

211. To insure an uninterrupted communication between Svlhet and 
Assam at all seasons of the year, it is absolutely necessary that a bridge should 
be built, again across the Boga Panee River in the place of the iron suspen- 
sion bridge, which was carried away by the floods in the month of June 1851. 
1 am told that a rough timber bridge, strong enough to enable men and cattle 
to cross over at all times, might he constructed over tin* River for about 1,000 
Rupees. There are two other mountain streams called “ Kavvah Runnalt” 
and “ Hawaii Jappoong” to the North of Moilong and between that place and 
Svung, which ought to be bridged, and stone bridges, I should say, might 
he thrown across them at a very moderate cost. 


STAGING BUNG A LOWS. 

212. A staging bungalow is much required at the village of Snrrareem, 
which is about midway between Cherra and Moilong, that stage being more 
than 10 miles on a steep and difficult road. There is a dilapidated staging 
bungalow in a dell close to the Kalap.uno Bridge, which is about 9 miles 
from Cherra on the road to Moilong. This bungalow has been abandoned 
for some time on account of its extreme unhealthiness, and is quite unlit for 
the purpose. 

213. At the Moflong bungalow there is great difficulty in procuring 
water during the dry season, and a tank is very much required there. A 
tank of the requisite dimensions would cost, Mr. Hudson informs me, 
about 500 or 600 Rupees. 

214. The Nungklow staging bungalow is inconveniently placed in a 
bleak and exposed situation at a distance from the Assam high road It 
should be removed to Mr. David Scott’s garden, which is, in every respect, a 
more preferable «ite than .the present one. 

* Orders Np. it) 1 7, dated 24th July 1S00. Orders No. 3159, tiatod 10th Deiseuiber 1S50. 
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215. All the staging bungalows on ilie Sylhet and Assam road ought 
to be supplied with a small quantity of strong furniture and other useful 
articles for the accommodation of travellers, such as are allowed for the 
dak bungalows on the Grand Trunk Road. The very few articles of fur- 
niture now in these bungalows are quite worn out aud unserviceable. 

POST OFFICE. 

216. I have beard several complaints regarding the Cherra and -Sylhet 
Post Offices, some of which, I believe, are not altogether without foundation. 
The former is merely a branch office to the latter. The Sylhet Post Office 
seems to be in bad repute with the European as well as the Native Community 
of Sylhet. During the rains the Calcutta mails are not unfrequently eleven 
or twelve days in reaching Cherra Poonjee, and some times three or four mails 
arrive together, floats are allowed for six months, viz., from the 1st of June to 
the doth of November, for the conveyance of the mails between Dacca and 
Sylhet. The rainy season usually commences in Sylhet early in May, and in 
consequence there is always great irregularity and confusion in the mail ser- 
vice for about three weeks from the time the rains begin to the time when 
boats can be put on the line. The Postal Authorities ought to be permitted to 
entertain boats for a period of six mouths ; but: there should be no restriction 
as to the dates on which they are to be employed; the boats should be used 
when they are required, and discharged when they are not required. If, how- 
ever, it be considered necessary to specify dates for the entertainment aud dis- 
charge. of dak boats, they ought to be kept up horn the 1st of May to the 
31st of October. 

217. Parcels sent by bangliy from Calcutta to Cherra Poonjee are 
often six weeks in reaching their destination, and their contents arc not 
unfrequently spoiled by the careless manner in which they are conveyed. Since 
I have been at this station, 1 have had official parcels of importance sent to 
me from the Presidency by banghy, which have been more than a month in 
transit in the dry season. I made a representation on the subject to 
the Post Master General of .Bengal, who has informed me that the delay 
“occurred owing to a large accumulation of parcels in transit at the Dacca 
Post Office/’ and that a “ proposition is now under consideration in view to 
remedy the evil complained of.” 

» < 

218. The transit of the mails between Cherra Poonjee and Assam 
seems to be susceptible of some improvement. All the dak stages from 
Ptmdooah on the Sylhet boundary to Gowhatty in Assam appear to be much 
too long. I am told that they average from 12 to 16 miles, and the last stage 
from Moirahpore into Gowhatty is not less than 21 miles. It cannot be 
expected - that the dak peons will be able to carry the mails at the. rate the 
d&k ought to travel when the stages are of such an unreasonable length. 
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The number of runners ou^’rtt to be doubled, the stages should be 
rearranged, so that the length of each should not exceed 7 or S miles ; torch- 
bearers should be allowed to accompany the dak runners when they travel 
at night. If some such measures as these were properly carried out, the 
duk could be conveyed from Sylhet to Govvlmtty in 30 instead of 72 hours 
as at present. 

21 y. The letter mail from Calcutta to G *whalty is now sent v><1 lltmg- 
pore in nine days in the dry and about ten days in the rainy season Mr. 
Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson has informed mo that, with proper 
management, the Calcutta mails ought to he conveyed out. Sylhet and Chcrra 
Poonjee to Gowlnitty in seven or eight days at all seasons ol the year. Per- 
haps it may he considered desirable that the Post Master General ot Bengal 
should make the requisite inquiries on this subject. 

PUBLIC MONUMENT. 

220. Under the orders* of Government, the Monument erected by the 
Government to the memory of the late Mr. David Scott, formeiiy Governor 
General's Agent on this Frontier, was to be repaired by, and is to remain in 
charge of the Department of Public Works. The repairs seem to have been 
coarsely done, and the inscription on the marble tablet has become almost 
illegible. 

BOUNDARIES. 

221. It is of the greatest importance that the boundary between the 
Sylhet district and the Cossyah Hills, and the boundaries of the Jynteah 
Hill territory should be carefully and correctly defined and laid down by a 
competent Officer, with as little delay as possible. 

222. The Supreme Government has ordemlf tho boundary of the 
Sylhet district and Cossyah Hills to he laid down as determined by Lieutenant. 
Fisher’s survey. Lieutenant Fisher’s Map is not to be found in any of tho 
public offices on this frontier ; but it is likely that it, or a copy of it, may be 
found iu your office, or in that of the Surveyor General ; however Lieute- 
nant Fisher’s report}; which was sent with the Map to the Magistrate of Sylhet, 
is very full and complete, and an intelligent; Officer, guided by it, would, l 
think, find but little difficulty in making a correct demarcation of the boun- 
dary line. For the prevention of all disputes hereafter, it seems desirable 
tlnit the whole of the Sylhet boundary, where there are no natural land-marks, 
should be defined by pillars of masonry. 

223. The boundaries of the Jynteah Hills will require much attention. 
On the North and East the boundary is disputed with the Nowgong district, 

* - Kesolativxi on Mr. Mill's Report, dated 24th November 1853, Para. 29, 
f Order# No. 745, November 4th 1853, 

J 10th September 1829. 
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and on the West there is a long standing dispute with the Chieftain of 
Kliyrim, which must be very carefully settled ; other disputes probably will 
arise on the Western side with the Moleeni state when the boundary comes 
to be laid down. Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson is a Sur- 
veyor by profession ; bo has a very fair knowledge of t-liese Hills, and has 
considerable experience in the management of their wild tribes ; he 
is a very prudent and intelligent Officer, and I think it would be most 
advantageous, in every respect, to employ him, during the ensuing cold season, 
in laying down the boundaries of these Hills. Of course it would *bo 
necessary to relieve him of all other business, during the period of his 
employment on this special duty. 

COAL MINES. ' 

224. I have the honor to submit a few observations on the coal mines 
of Cherra Poonjce, Ityrung Poonjee and Lakadong, which belong to the 
Government. 

OH ERR A AND BY RUNG MINES. 

225. On the 20th of April 1848, tlve Political Agent took a perpe- 
tual lease of the Cherra mines from the Rajah of Cherra Poonjee, and a lease 
of the same kind of the Byrung mines from the Sirdars of that village. The 
Byrung lease was countersigned by the Cherra Rajah, who had been placed iu 
charge of the Byrung district, in the year 1820, by the Governor General’s 
A went. Mr. David Scott. The conditions of both le.. es are, that, the Govern- 
went is to pay to the Rajah and Sirdars respectively, a royalty of one Rupee 
for every 1 00 maunds of coal quarried and removed from the mines, and 
that the Cossyalis of Cherra and Byrung Poonjees are to be permitted to 
work these beds on their own account. 

22(5. The rigid of Government, to work these mines was transferred" on 
the 25th of September 1814, for a period of twenty years, to Captain J. It. 
Engledue, then Agent of the Peninsular and Oriental Company. Jr. was 
stipulated that Captain Engledue was to undertake the responsibilities of the 
Government., and to abide by the conditions under which the mines had been 
leased to the Government. The lessee engaged not to transfer his lease to 
another party without the permission of the Government, and if he failed to 
work the mines for two consecutive years, the Government was to have the 
ri<4d of resuming them. 

227. Captain Engledue seems to have - made over his base, in the 
year 18 15, to Messes. Gisborne and Co., of Calcutta, who transferred it, 
with the [er mission! of Government, Nn May 1851, to Mr. W. Moran of 

* SetTodPiy to the Government to J. K, Knglcdtie !N r o. 2271, Sop tout bur 10th 1844. 

f r rider- M?crctary to Govtmmvut LWng&i to Political Agent, No, 185, May 14th 1851,. Para. IV 
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Calcutta. The original agreement made with Captain Engledue \vill expire in 
September 1864. 

228. I understand that no coal has been quarried by the lessees at the 
Cherra mines since 1846 or thereabouts, though they have occasionally 
purchased coal in small quantities from the Cossyah miners. The Byrung 
coal beds, I believe, have never been worked by the lessees since the 
Government made them over to Captain Engleduc. 

229. It is quite clear that the present lessee has never worked these 
mines for a much longer period than “ two consecutive years,” and judging 
from the past, 1 am decidedly of opinion, that the object the Government had 
iri view in leasing these mines, viz., that " they shall be worked and the mar- 
ket supplied with good coal at the lowest possible rate,” has not been accom- 
plished, and indeed is not likely to be accomplished as long as the existing 
arrangements are continued. I am of opinion that these mines should now 
be resumed, according to the agreement made with Captain Emdedue and 
that they should be advertized and offered for lease to any respectable firm 
or individual who has the means and will undertake to work them properly. 
The Clierra mines, I think, should be leased separately from the Byrung 
mines. The former might be given for ten years to any enterprising mercantile 
firm or person who would engage to mine and remove not less than 20,000 
maunds of coal annually, to accept the responsibilities of the Government, and 
to observe the conditions under which the lease was given to the Government 
by the Clierra Rajah ; the lease should not be transferable without the pre- 
vious sanction of the Government, and might be granted on the understand- 
ing that it would be renewed on the same terms for a further period of ten 
years, provided the Government is satisfied with its lessee. 

230. But little is known regarding the capabilities of the By rung 
Poonjee coal beds; they should be advertized in the public prints and leased 
to the best advantage. 

231. There is likely ere long to be an increased demand for Cherra 

tc n d stricts of Ijcm^al, and L see no reason why the Cherra 
coal should not, with skilful* and energetic management, become a profitable 
article of commerce; but these expectations are not likely 'to bo fulfilled as' 
long as the mines remain in the hands of the present lessee, for he has done 
nothing at all during his long tenancy to improve and promote the Cherra 
Poonjee coal trade. 


LAKADOtfG MINES. 

232. The Lakadong coat mines are situated in the Jynteah Hills, and 
are the property of Government as the ruler of the Jynteah Hill territory. ■ 

R 
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233- Jhese mines were first leased by the Government,* for three years, 
to Mr. W. B. Barley, in the year 1848, on the condition of his paying the sum 
of one Bupee for every 100 maunds of coal worked by him. This lease was 
not transferable without the previous sanction of the Government. 

234. In March 1849 Mr. Barley made over his lease to Messrs. Gis- 
borne and Co., who not long afterwards transferred it to Mr. W. Moran but 
the Government in May 1831 declined to renew the lease in that gentleman’s 
favor. Subsequently, however, the Government was pleased,-}* as a temporary 
arrangement, to grant permission to Mr. Moran to work these mines “on the 
“ terms of the former lease terminable with three months’ notice at any time at 
“ the discretion of Government.” No alteration has been made in this 
arrangement up to the present time. 


235. The quantity of coal extracted from the Lakadong mines, and 

the payments made thereon from the 
beginning of 1850 to the end of 1856, 
arc exhibited in a tabular form on 
the margin. The present lessee cer- 
tainly has not worked these mines in 
a satisfactory manner, but the provi- 
sional nature of his tenure gave him 
no encouragement to make the outlay 
that is necessary t< work them as they 
ought to be worked. It is desirable, 
in my opinion, that the terms of the 
lease should be altered in such a man- 
ner as may induce the future lessee to take a much greater interest in the 
undertaking than has hitherto been shown by the present lessees. I under- 
stand that Mr. Moran is desirous of taking a lease of' these mines for a term 
of years, and as he has expended some money on the mines, and as his agents 
have, on tho whole, behaved well to the people, I would, with deference, re- 
commend that a lease be granted to him on the under-mentioned terms, which 
will be found, I think, beneficial to him, the Government and the public. 

1st . — A fixed rent of 200 liupees per annum, and a royalty of S Annas for 
every 1 00 maunds of coal quarried and removed. 
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2nd . — Lessee to engage to quarry and remove every year, during his lease, 
not less than 20,000 maunds of coal per annum. 

3rd . — Term of lease, ten years, renewable for ten years more on the same 
terms, provided the lesseo gives satisfaction to the Government. 

* Orders No. 91, dated 10th of May 1848. 
t Order* No. 180, dated June 12th 1851* 
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At/i . — Lease not transferable without the previous sanction of government, 

and to bo forfeited for the non-observance of its conditions. 

236. The terms of lease proposed by Professor Oldham will be found 
at pages 50 and 57 of bis “ Report on the coal mines of Lakadong.” There 
is no very great difference between them and those now submitted for 
consideration. I have deemed it utmdvisable to make any proposition for 
granting a remission to the lessee for the money that may and ought 
to be expended by him “in the permanent improvement of the com- 
munication between Lakadong and Piehador,” because it is quite impos- 
sible for the district Officer to have any check on this expenditure, or 
to ascertain whether the expenditure for which remission would he claimed 
had or had not been made ; and because, if these mines arc really worth 
working, the lessee ought to he able to pay without difficulty the light rent 
and royalty mentioned in my memorandum, and to improve the land and 
water communications with these mines at his own expense. Mr. Moran's 
former agent, the late Mr. Sweetland informed me that he considered these 
conditions to be liberal. In case Mr. Moran should not be willing to take 
these mines on the proposed terms, I would recommend that they be adver- 
tised for lease in the public prints of the Presidency, and that a lease be 
granted to any respectable party, having the requisite capital, who would 
undertake to work them properly on any terms that might be sanctioned by 
the Government. There will be no difficulty, I think, in getting an eligible 
lessee on the terms above mentioned, or indeed on terms more favorable to 
the Government, 

237. The boundaries of the Lakadong mines ought to be defined and 
fixed according to Plan No. 1 annexed to Professor Oldham’s Report, and 
only the land of “ the small plateau of Lakadong," which is described by the 
Professor as being less than one square mile, should be included in the 
lease. 


CONQUERED VILLAGES. 

238. 1 have had personal interviews with, and liavo questioned the 

Sirdars, Elders and Headmen of the British villages of Mamloo, Moosmye 
and Soopar, and all of them told me that they were satisfied with the manner 
in which these districts are at present managed ; and as I had no complaints 
against them from the people under their charge, I am inclined to think 
that, on the whole, the present system works satisfactorily in these villages, 
and that no alteration in the judicial and fiscal arrangements is at present 
required. I have already mentioned that some very clear and brief direc- 
tions should b& given every now and then, vivd voce, to the heads of these 
villages, for their. guidance in their village duties. They should be made to 
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understand, by careful personal explanation, ‘‘that they are to decide all potty 
civil and criminal cases in open durbar, according to the established customs 
of their country, and to report and refer all civil and criminal matters of 
importance for the orders of the Officer in charge of the Cherra Poonjee 
district. What is to be considered a petty civil and criminal case should bo 
thoroughly explained to them ; any minute written rules would be perfectly 
useless, for they cannot read and could not understand them. 

23.9. All these villages contribute something towards the expenses 
incurred by the Government in administering the affairs of these Hills. 

MAMLOO POONJEE. 

t 

239?}, The house tax of Mamloo Poonjee, which has been recently 
readjusted on equitable principles, is quite as much as that small village can 
afford to pay. 

MOOSMYE POONJEE. 

240. J'he Moosmye people are very poor, and of late have endured 
much oppression from the Rajah of Cherra Poonjee, who has been endeavor- 
ing to force them to remove from their own and to settle in bis village. 
They repair, free of cost, that part of the Sylhet and Assam high road which 
is in their village, and this contribution of labor is, I think, considering 
their means, a sufficient taxation for them. It might, be feasible to sub- 
stitute a light-house tax in lieu of this labor on the road ; but I do not recom- 
mend such a measure ; the amount realized from such a tax would be very 
trilling, and the tax would, I know, give great dissatisfaction to the Moosmye 
villagers, and in all probability might cause many of them to desert their 
village. Moosmye Poonjee is the nearest British village to Cherra Poonjee, 
and its inhabitants arc very useful to the residents at that station. It is in 
my judgment altogether inexpedient to make airy further fiscal demand at 
present upon the village of Moosmyo. 

SOOPAR POONJEE. 

241. The Soopar Poonjee district pays an annual rent to Govern- 
ment of 300 Rupees, besides which the Government obtains a net rent of 
1,000 Rupees per annum from the Soopar Limo Quarries which are under 
lease to Mr. Inglis. The district is rich; its hotel nut gardens are very 
valuable. The present taxation is exceedingly light. It is not, however, 
expedient, in my opinion, to increase the assessment at the present juncture. 
The Soopar people, who were formerly notorious throughout these Hills 
for their murders, robberies and all kinds of violence, have now become 
peaceful traders and cultivators ; they* are orderly and contented, and are 
dairying on a thriving trado with the plains. I think it will be wise to allow 
things to remain as they are at least for another ten years, 
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242. The Sirdara of Soopa^r Poonjee aro in the habit of levying a tax, 
which is very injurious to trade, on all goods brought durii% the rainy 
season from the interior of the Hills and put on boats at Terriah Ghaut. I 
think that this irregular taxation should be forthwith prohibited. These 
duties are levied on the Government high road from Sylhet to Assam, whore 
it crosses the Dholaie River. Two pice are demanded lor every laden boat 
of 20 maunds and under, and one anna for every laden boat of a burthen 
exceeding 20 maunds. In 1854, some of the Chcrra traders resisted 
thig oppressive tax, and appealed against it to the Principal Assistant Com- 
missioner, who decided, I think, very properly, that the Sirdars of Soopar 
Poonjee, being only the headmen of the village, holding office under the 
Government, are not entitled to levy a tax of this kind, without the permis- 
sion of the Government. The Sirdars appealed to the Governor General’s 
Agent at Gowhatty, who reversed the Principal Assistant Commissioner’s 
orders, and gave permission to these Sirdars to levy these taxes on the 
Government high road as before. I entirely concur with the Principal 
Assistant Commissioner in thinking, that these Sirdars ought not to he per- 
mitted to levy taxes of any kind on the Government highway, f<Jr they aro 
a source of great oppression to all the petty traders of these Hills ; besides, 
to allow these Sirdars to levy taxes on this high road is likely to encourage 
other Chieftains, through whose territories the road passes, to attempt simi- 
lar exactions, and if all these Chief’s begin to levy duties on a road which 
has cost the Government lakhs of Rupees, the whole trade between Assam 
and Sylhet will soon be destroyed. 

243. The boundaries of these three conquered villages are not known, 
and should be carefully defined by the district Officer as soon as he has leisure 
to do so. There are some jungle and waste lands in these villages, which 
ought, if possible, to be turned to somo use ; in the Soopar Poonjee district, 
1 understand, they are rather extensive. The Principal Assistant Commis- 
sioner should be directed to mako inquiries regarding the capabilities of these 
jungle lands, which might be granted to speculators on the same terms as 
waste lands are granted in Assam, or they might be given in small quantities 
to natives of the plains or others who might be willing to take them on a 
Ilalabadie tenure. 

THE JYNTEAH HILLS. 

244. The Jynteah Hill territory was surrendered to the British 
Government in the year 1835 by Rajah Raj Indro Sing. Its area is said 
to he about 25 square miles. It is divided into nineteen separate “ Elakas" 
or districts, fifteen of which are Doloieships ; to each of these districts there is 
one Poloie, who is the chief village authority. The remaining four “Elakas" 
are under the .charge of thirteen headmen called Sirdars. The Elaka of 
Oomioh and Paunch. Poonjee, which is entirely separate from the othpr 
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portion of the Jynteah Hill territory, is bounded on the North by Cherra, 
on the South by the plains of Jynteah, on the East by Khyrim, and on the 
West by the Soopar Poonjee district. Besides these nineteen Elakas there is 
the small village of Piehador Poonjee, which has been settled as a Halabadie 
tenure with the sister of the ex- Rajah of Jynteah, and in which there is no 
Government official. 

245. When the country first came under the control of the Political 
Agent, he permitted tho Doloies and Sirdars to investigate and decide # all 
civil suits without limitation, and all criminal cases not of a heinous 
nature ; but in time when it became apparent that the people were not 
satisfied with the proceedings of their village Chiefs, the Political Agent 
considered it necessary to place further restrictions on their civil and crimi- 
nal powers, and accordingly, in the year 1841, he lim ited their jurisdiction in 
civil suits to the value of 50 Rupees, and prohibited them from trying Jill 
criminal cases in which they, their relatives and dependents, and other Chiefs 
were in any way concerned. Appeals from all orders and decisions of tho 
Doloies and Sirdars in civil and criminal cases, were received and determined 
by the Political Agent, and parties who chose to prefer their complaints, civil 
or criminal, direct to the Political Agent, were permitted to do so. The 
practice above described is still continued. 

2'1(>. The Doloies of the fifteen above-mentioned " Elakas” have always 
been elected and removed by the people. For some time after the British 
Government came into possession of the country, the Political Agent permitted 
the people to elect, retain and remove their Doloies after their own fashion, 
which was according to no fixed rule or practice; the result was that there 
was a perpetual struggle between the influential inhabitants of many of the 
“ Elakas” to procure the dismissal of the Doloie in office, and to replace him 
by some other candidate of an opposite faction. These frequent electioneering 
struggles kept the country in a constant turmoil, and produced much ill 
blood among the different classes of the people, without any corresponding 
advantage, and in consequence the Political Agent, in November 1850, 
passed an order that, for the future, persons elected and appointed Doloies 
w r ere to hold their offices for three years, provided they conducted their 
duties efficiently ; at the end of every three years a new election was to take 
place, but the former Doloie might be re-elected under these orders, as often 
as the people chose to elect him. No doubt this was an improvement on 
the former practice. The Doloies are bad enough now, hut they were decidedly 
worse under the former regime ; now they feel some security that they will 
remain in office for three years if they behave tolerably well ; formerly 
they were liable to be turned adrift at any moment, and were obliged 
to be entirely subservient to those who had the power of ejecting them 
from office. 
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247. Although the responsibility to the Government for carrying on 
the public business of these fifteen “ Elakas” rests entirely witlf*the Doloies, 
yet a great part of the work is ordinarily done by village officers of an inferior 
grade, called “ Pathors” and “ Lungdeos.” The former are deputies or assist- 
ants to the Doloies, hut can only hear cases in durbar and act for their 
principals during their illness or absence from their jurisdiction ; the latter are 
the village priests who act also as assistants to the Doloies. 


, 248. In some of' the Doluieships, which are extensive and contain several 
villages, there are two or three “ Pathors” or deputies, and the, “ Lungdeos” 
vary in number from one to ten. In the “ Elakas 7 of Lakadong and Amwaie 
there is no “ Patlior” ; the Doloies transact all the business themselves. 


249. In villages at a distance from the place of residence of the Doloie 
almost all preliminary inquiries are made, and all petty civil and criminal 
cases are first heard and frequently settled by the Lungdeos in durbar. If 
the decision of the Lungdeo does not give satisfaction, the case is brought 
before the Doloie, or, if he happen to be absent, before his deputy the 
Father. If the Patlior decides the case, either party may have it re-heard 
by the Doloie on his return to the village, and a third decision is then 
made by the Doloie in durbar. If the Doluie’s judgment be not approved 
of, the case is carried before the Principal Assistant Commissioner at Clierra 
Poonjee. This mode of procedure is vexatious and harassing in the extreme 
to suitors; the adjournments of the durbars and the delays from various 
pretexts and causes are numerous, and afford excellent opportunities for 
bribery and corruption, which are not overlooked ; both parties take 
advantage of these delays to tamper with the members of the durbars and 
the presiding officers, who are all equally venal, and are frequently purchased 
by the gift of a pig or a goat ! 

250. The other subordinate village officials are the “ Beshans,” 
“ -Majees” and “ Sungots,” who perform the duties of messengers and peons, 
and are appointed by the Doloies from certain tribes, — the “ Chooteahs,” or 
village criers, who assemble the people for durbars and proclaim village 
poojalis, feasts, &c., and the Dooleahs,” who beat the drums at poojahs and 
other village ceremonies. 

251. In the four Elakas which are under the charge of Sirdars, there are 
neither Pathors nor Lungdeos, and all the village duties are performed by the 
Sirdars themselves, who are not elected by the people, hut claim to hold 
their offices by hereditary right. The system in foreo in these villages 
appears to be preferable in every respect' to that which obtains in the Northern 
portion of the territory which is under the Doloies; there is less delay, and 
by all accounts less vilify and injustice also. 
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* Appen«.li.x No. 8, 


252. Among' the appendices will be (bund a statistical return* com- 
piled for me by Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner 
Hudson, which contains much useful information about 
the Jynteah Hills. It shows the number of Mofussil officials employed in 
each of tlieio nineteen “ Elakas,” and the manner and amount of their remune- 
ration. Mr. Hudson, however, has intimated to me that the number of houses 
and tire population arc much underrated in this return, which has been 
prepared from a census made in the year 1848. Since then tlie population 
has increased considerably, and Mr. Hudson thinks that 10,000 houses 
and 40,000 souls may be accepted as a fair representation of the state of 
affairs at the present time. 


253. The first step towards a reform 'in The administration of public 
affairs in the fifteen Doloiesliips ought, 1 think, to he to abolish at once the 
office of Pathor and to strictly prohibit any interference on the part of the 
Lungdeos in judicial matters ; there should be no vicarious agency; all the 
duties of each JDoloiesliip should be discharged by the JDoloie in person. 

254. In former times the Boloies were obliged to remain in attendance, 
for about six months in the year, on the Jynteah Rajah at Jynteahpore, and 
the Pathors were appointed to act as their deputies during their absence on 
this service ; now there is no necessity for the Doloies to absent themselves 
from tlicir districts, and they ought not to be allowed to do so, without 
the permission of the Principal Assistant Commissioner. If a Doloie be 
compelled to be absent from his post for any length of time, the villagers, 
with the sanction of the Principal Assistant Commissioner, should proceed 
to elect a locum (enens, who should possess and exercise the full powers 
of the absent Doloie. The proceedings and orders of an acting Doloie 
should have precisely the same force and effect as those of the permanently 
appointed Doloie, aud should be open to revision only by the Principal 
Assistant Commissioner. 


255. In ordinary times there is but little business in these “ Elakas,” 
and there is, I understand, no district so large that the Doloie cannot effi- 
ciently perform all its duties ; if, however, there should be any Elaka too exten- 
sive for one Doloie, it should be divided into two Doloieships. The great 
curse of the present system is that there are so many expensive, corrupt, fruit- 
less and unnecessary investigations and decisions even in the smallest matters. 
In the Mofussil, in each Elaka, there ought to be only one authority and one 
decision ; what is done there should be done by one Doloie and one durbar ; 
then at all events, whatever may be the result, whether the aggrieved finds 
justice or meets with additional wrong, there will be only one Doloie to pro- 
pitiate and one durbar to bribe; tin re will bo no waste of time, no mockery 
of justice before a greedy deputy, and a grasping village priest. 
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.256. When Lieutenant G. N. Cave made a tour of the Jyjiteah Hills 
in January 1854, the people showed no signs of being dissatisfied with the 
administration of the village authorities, and that gentleman, was of opinion 
that /-he Doloies, Sirdars arid other village officials were not oppressive. Since 
the/ .die people of Jynteah have had more intercourse with the British 
ag unties, and the Principal Assistant Commissioner informs mo, that 
t£ y are daily becoming less satisfied with the proceedings of the village 
^/authorities, and now resort much more frequently, than they did in Colonel 
Lisfer’s time, to the Clierra Court. 

257. When appeals from the decisions of the .Jynteah village Chiefs 
come before the Clierra Court, the great difficulty is to discover what deci- 
sions and orders have been made ; as there is no written record. The Doloies 
-aim! other village authorities, to serve their own ends, frequently alter, mis- 
• ^present and. repudiate their own orders and decisions, and some times posi- 
t.rdv aver that no orders have been passed at all in cases which have been 
ap pe..' k! to the Principal Assistant Commissioner. It is not easy .to imagine 
any thu g worse than the existing judicial system of the Jynteah Mills, and 
the people submit to it only because they are extremely ignorant and quite 
incapable of bettering their condition. 

2.78. Many of the villages of the Jynteah Hills are situated at a distance 
averaging from 50 to 80 miles from Clierra Poonjee, and communication with 
that station is very tedious and difficult during the. rainy season. Under 
these circumstances it is impossible for the Principal Assistant Commissioner 
to exercise more than a mere nominal control over the Jynteah village 
authorities. In my opinion the resources of the Jynteah Hills will not be 
efficiently developed, neither will the people obtain what can be properly 
called justice, till an European Officer is stationed in their Hills. I incline 
to think that the expense of such an Officer, with a suitable office establishment, 
wouid soon be defrayed by the returns obtained from the improved manage- 
ment of this territory. 

251). For the present, a salary of 200 Rupees a month would be suffi- 
cient for a Sub- Assistant Commissioner, who should exercise, in subordina- 
tion to the Principal Assistant Commissioner at Clierra Poonjee, the same 
judicial, fiscal and general powers as are given to detached Sub- Assistant 
Commissioners in Assam. The appointment should be considered an experi- 
mental one, and abolished if not found to answer the purpose after a fair 
trial. Of course it will he necessary, above all things, that the Sub-Assistant 
Commissioner should make himself thoroughly acquainted with the Cossyah 
language, and with that peculiar dialect of it which is current in the Jynteah 
Hills. He should be stationed at Joowaie, which is one of the largest villages 
in a centrical position in the Jynteah Hills, aud about 45 miles from Clierra 
Poonjee. There is a Military outpost and a Police station at this village, 

x 
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which stands on the high road which the Government has ordered to he 
made across the Hills from Cherra Poonjee to Assaloo, the sudder station of 
the North Cachar district. If an European Officer he stationed at Joowaie, 
the judicial powers of the village authorities should he gradually curtailed, 
and they should be employed only in deciding the pettiest civil and criminal 
cases, on police duties, and as assessors or jurymen in cases in which their 
assistants would he useful to the Sub- Assistant Commissioner. The procedure 
of the Sub- Assistant Commissioner’s Court should be of the simplest kind. 
No formal petitions of complaint should be required, and no Bengal mooktear 
allowed; the plaintiff and defendant should be confronted, and all minor 
civil and crhninal cases should be disposed of at once after viva voce examina- 
tion of the parties concerned and their witnesses. The mode of procedure 
adopted in the Sonthal Pergunnalis in all probability would bo found suitable 
to these rude and ignorant mountaineers. 


2G0. Almost all the chief Doloies and Sirdars of the Jynteah Hills have 
waited on me. Four or five of them appeared to be intelligent men, and willing 
to afford imformation regarding their country, hut from the others it was 
extremely difficult to extract any thing. Only one of them, Oodun, the Doloie 
of Joowaie Poonjee, complained of any grievances. He told me that the Joowaie 
police were very oppressive to the people, and that the system of election of 
the Doloies for three years was disliked by t he great hulk of the people ; he com- 
plained also of the great increase of gambling and drunkenness in the. Jynteah 
Hills during the last few years. Although he told me he was unable to prove 
any thing against the Joowaie police, I thought it necessary to make inquiries 
into the matter through the Principal Assistant Commissioner. Mr. Hudson 
has assured me that the accusations of Oodun Doloie against the Joowaie 
police are perfectly groundless, and that the Doloie had recently had a quarrel 
with the Joowaie police mohurir, because the latter refused to assist him in 
trumping up a false charge of robbery against some persons of an opposite 
faction with whom the Doloie has a village feud. At different times I ques- 
tioned several of the other Doloies who visited me regarding the conduct of 
the Joowaie police, and they all said they had no complaints to make against 
the police, and several of them told me they thought that Oodun Doloie, 
who is rather notorious as a litigious and troublesome character, had wrong- 
fully accused the Police. I have no reason to believe that the Joowaie 
police have been guilty of any grave misconduct ; I know that they entertain 
a wholesome dread of the Joowaie Cossyahs, who are by no means a timorous 
race. Of course wherever there is a Bengalee Policeman there is oppression 
of some sort ; but my impression is, that the Joowaie police are much less 
oppressive than the police of the plains. In former days the Doloies of 
Joowaie and Nurteng Poonjees were the great men of the Jynteah Hills. The 
Kajali, given up to sloth and sensuality, lived at a distance in the plains, and 
these two Doloies exercised, in his name, almost supreme power. Since the 
police station has been at Joowaie, the power and influence of the Doloie of 
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that Elaka have materially diminished, and in consequence Qodun Doloie 
objects to the police and desires (heir removal. The location of a police station 
at Joowaic Poonjee is, in my opinion, a great improvement. Now we occasion- 
ally learn something of what is occurring in the. Hills ; formerly the Doloies 
and other village officials acted without any sense of responsibility; now the 
Thannah is some check upon them, and the people have some one on the spot 
to whom they can make known their grievances whenever the village authori- 
ties are guilty of any very gross official misconduct. 

261 . I do not credit what Oodun Doloie has asserted regarding the 
unpopularity of the present system of triennial election of Doloies; of course 
the Doloies themselves would prefer being elected for life; but this. L am 
satisfied, would be contrary to the wishes of the people. I have already 
said that, the present mode of election is, in my judgment, very preferable 
to that which preceded it. 

262 . I am afraid there is some truth in what Oodun Doleie has said 
regarding the great increase of gambling and drunkenness ; but these arc 
vices which cannot be reached whilst the present mode of administration 
continues ; gambling can bo put down in a great measure when the police 
of these Hills is remodelled, but drunkenuess can be successfully dealt with 
only by improving the moral and social condition of the people. Almost 
all the village officials, I am told, indulge, more or less, in both these 
vices, and therefore are not likely to take any active measures for their 
eradication. 


ASSESSMENT. 

263. It appears to be desirable that the Government should decide, as 

soon as convenient, whether any revenue is to be required from the inhabi- 
tants ot the Jynteah Hills. In March 1849 Colonel Lister submitted a pro- 
position to Government for the imposition of a house tax on them ; but the 
Government of the day negatived* that suggestion. Mr. Mills, in 1853, 
brought the matter again to the notice of the Government, and gave it as 
Jus opinion that it is sound policy “ to exact some payment, however trifling 
“ the amount may be, from the mountaineers of our possessions as a token 
“ of submission/' * 

264. From what I elicited from the village authorities of the .Tynteah 
Hills when they came to see me, and from information derived from other 
quarters, I am satisfied that these Hill people fully expect to be assessed 
sooner or later. I could plainly see that the village Chiefs suspected that my 
mission was taxation. This constant expectation of, this looking out for 
taxation does xfiore harm, I think, than the thing itself ; it renders the people 

* Orders No. 52$, April 1 7 th 1849. 
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anxious, restless and ready to receive false and injurious impressions from 
ambitious and disaffected persons. 

265. If it be the intention of Government to exempt the inhabitants 
of the Jynteali Hills from the payment of revenue, it would be politic, 

I think, to make a public declaration to that effect ; but if it be deemed advis- 
able to subject them to a moderate taxation, the sooner the project is carried 
out the better. 

266. After the fullest consideration it seems to me that the. wisest 
course will be to require these mountaineers to contribute something in 
acknowledgment of the supremacy of the Government. Whatever revenue 
is now' obtained from them should bo expended on their country, and for their 
benefit, in giving them cheap and speedy justice, in making and repairing 
their roads and communications, and in other w'ell-considored measures of 
improvement, which would be acceptable to the people. 

267. I am of opinion that a light and judicious taxation would contri- 
bute to the preservation of tranquillity and good order in the Jynteali. Hills. 
A moderate taxation had a very beneficial effect upon the savagery of the 
Lurka Coles of the Singhbhoom district of the South West Frontier Agency. 
It was found to make them less turbulent and aggressive, and more thrifty, 
diligent and submissive to the authorities, and I am disposed to think that a 
very moderate taxation, fixed for a term of years, would improve the condi- 
tion and strengthen the peaceful and industrious inclinations of these wild 
mountaineers also. 


203. The imposition of a land tax is not, I think, desirable in the 
present condition of the Jynteali Hills. The Cossyahs are unaccustomed to 
this mode of taxation, and to impose an equitable tax of that kind, minute 
and harassing inquiries and intricate fiscal operations would bo required. If 
the Government consider it expedient to extend taxation to these Hills, l 
w ould recommend a house tax as the simplest and most convenient form 
of taxation, and one which is best adapted to tho habits and customs of the 
people. The Meekirs, who have emigrated from the North Cachar district, 
and settled at Ooinpoong, Nungfloote, and other 'places in the Jynteah Hills, 
all pay, without demur, a tax of 2 Kupees per house to tho Government. 
There is no reason, of which 1 am aware, why these Meekirs should be taxed 
and the neighbouring Cossyahs exempted from taxation. 

269. Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson has proposed that 
,■ .... „ a house tax for the Jynteah Hills be divided into the three 

1st. -Class, Its. 2-0 - J < . _ . 

per lionise ; 2nd class, classes mentioned on the margin. These rates are, in tny 

Its. 1-S per house ; 3rd . . , , ... ,, 

class, its. i-o per house, opinion, moderate, and would answer the purpose very 
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well. According to this scale, *a 11 paupers and others incapable of paying 
taxes being exempted therefrom, a revenue not far short of 10 003 Rupees 
would be raised without difficulty from the Jyntoah Hill territory. The tax 
should be fixed, at first, I think, for a period of five years, and the 
amount due from each HI aka should be collected exclusively through the 
agency of its own village authorities, to whom an allowance of about 20 per 
cent on their collections should be given. The system of collection should 
be similar to that pursued in the Colohan in the South West Frontier 
AgSncy, where the Mankees and Moondas are responsible for the revenue 
of their respeetive villages, and are attached to the system by the consi- 
derable gains realized therefrom. The Doloie.s, Sirdars, and other village 
Officers, no doubt, will readily undertake the collection of the revenue, 
and the per centage on their collections should be given to them in addition 
to the service lands which they at present hold. If the house tax he 
introduced, all Bazaar dues, fees, fines and other perquisites should be at 
once abolished. 

■ 

270. The last Rajah of Jyntoah, Raj hidro Singh, did not derive much 
revenue from his Hill territory, which was left almost entirely in the hands 
of the Doloies of Nurteng and Joovvaie. lie received annually from each 
village a tribute of one lie-goat, which is now presented to the Government. 
He also received from most of the villages every year a lew seers of parched 
rice, and a few bundles of fir-wood from the places where that wood is found. 
These articles were expended at the poojahs at the Rajbaree at Jynteahpore. 
Every village in turn had to supply the Rajah with coolies and other servants 
for cu tivating the Raj lands, and other purposes. He had some perquisites 
also, I believe, from fees, lines, and “ nuzzurs” presented to him on various occa- 
sions by the, people of the Hills. He interfered, however, but little with, and 
made few demands on hi.s Hill subjects ; almost all his revenue was drawn 
from his possessions in the plains. 

271. There are some Raj lands in the Hills regarding which full 
inquiries should be made by the Principal Assistant Commissioner without 
delay. Some of these lands, I believe, were cultivated for the Rajah himself ; 
others had been bestowed by him as service lands on his servants. Since our 
Government has held possession of these Hills the greater part of these lands, 
I understand, has been usurped by the Doloies, the Rajah’s servants and their 
descendants. The ex- Rajah, I am told, claims some of these lands under the 
plea that they have been set aside for the. maintenance of his mothers and 
his own sisters. This claim should be investigated, and those. lands which 
have: been bond fide appropriated, before the country came into the hands 
of the British Government, to the maintenance of the female members of the 
cx-Rajah’s family, should be allowed, I think, to remain in their possession 
for their lives according to the custom of the country. 
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272. If the Jynfcah Hills are assessed, I would recommend that a por- 
tion of the assessment should be applied every year to repairing the old road 
between Sylhet and Assam, which passes through the Hills, vid Jynteahpore 
and Joowaie, to Jaggee Chowkey, in the district of Nowgotig. This is a very 
useful road to the people of the Jynteah Hills, and is their direct communi- 
cation with Sylhet and Nowgotig; it was last repaired, 1 believe, in 1829 
by the late Mr. David Scott, and although it. is now in a very dilapidated 
state, a considerable traffic passes along it to Sylhet and Nowgong. 

r 

273. If an European Officer be stationed at Joowaie, a good Bengalee 
and Cossyah School should be established at that village. The Cossyah 
language should he taught in the Bengalee, ai)d not the Roman character. 
After the School has been established lbr a certain period, no person should 
be eligible to the offices of Doloie and Sirdar who is unable to read and write 
both languages. It is to me quite a mystery how some of the Doloies and 
Sirdars who visited me are able to transact tho commonest village duties 
at all. 

27 1. The lands of each village originally belonged in common to the 
community. Where labor has been expended on land by individuals, where 
embankments and water-courses have been constructed, gardens planted, and 
jungle cleared, the lands become, by the custom of the country, the private 
property of the individuals who have made the outlay on them. Besides the 
lands that have been thus and otherwise appropriate! by private individuals, 
there are, in many of the Jynteah Elakas, extensive tracts of unoccupied 
jungle and waste lands which are at the, disposal of the Government, and to 
which the attention of the district Officer should be directed. There are, I 
believe, large tracts of unoccupied land of this kind in the Elakas of Ealleang, 
Nurteng, Salaymuntang, Lukadong, Nongklay, Amwaic and Norpo, which 
might with great .advantage be granted to European speculators on the same 
terms as waste lands are granted in Assam, or might be leased in smaller 
quantities to Natives on Halabadie settlements. The high land Elakas of 
Ralleang, Nurteng and Salaymuntang, which are in the interior of the Hills, 
will probably be found the most suitable for European settlers, the climate 
being cool and salubrious at all seasons of the year. The waste lands of the 
Elakas of Lakadong, Nongklay, Amwaie and Norpo, which are hilly and 
covered with tree jungle, and lie towards the plains of Sylhet, will be found, 
in all probability, well adapted to tea and coffee cultivation ,• the climate, 
however, is not considered good, and might be found unhealthy for Europeans 
during the rainy season. Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson has 
informed me that he has reason to think that “ indigenous tea is to he found 
" on some of the low Hills in the Elakas of Lakadong, Norpo, and Satlipathor 
“Pbonjee.” The extensive Elaka of Norpo is quite unexplored. There 
are some fine timber forests in this district, which should be let in farm to 
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the people of the plains in the same manner that the forests on the Assam 
side are leased. Mr. Hudson thinks that lime and coal arc flkely to be 
found in Norpo, and there seems to he reason to believe that if that district 
were carefully examined by a competent person, valuable mineral and other 
discoveries might bo the result. 

275. There are also large quantities of waste unoccupied lands in the 
Elakas of Sathpathor, Sath Poonjee, Darong Poonjee, Oorniah and Paunch 
Poonjee, which border on the Sylhet plains. These lands should bo given to 
Bengalee fanners on the terms on which llalabadie lands are granted in the 
Sylhet district; some of these lands are very well adapted for the cultivation 
of the inhabitants of the plains, and I have no doubt that a considerable 
quantity of them would be readily taken up by the people of Sylhet, if they 
wore properly advertised and granted on liberal terms. 

276. In 1854 the potato was not cultivated at all in the Jynteah Hills, 
but during the last two or three years it has been grown with much success in the 
Elakas of Joowaie and Amwaie, particularly in the latter, and this kind of 
cultivation seems to be extending rapidly in these Hills, and is likely to prove 
highly advantageous to the people. 

PA UNCIL POONJEE. 

277. Rajah Hazar Sing, of Moleem, presented a petition to me by his 
Mookhtear, Mr. G. A. Coleman, claiming the Elaka of Paunch Poonjee, now 
attached to the Jynteah Mill territory, as a portion of the state of Moleem, 
and averring that he had been wrongfully dispossessed of it, in the year 1849, 
by the late Political Agent, Colonel Lister, at the instigation of his son-in-law 
Mr. II. Inglis. 

27S. I directed the Principal Assistant Commissioner to investigate 
and report on the Rajah’s allegations, and this has been done very carefully 
and completely. I consider that it has been very clearly and satisfactorily 
proved by the evidence of Rajah Sing Manick, of Khyrim, of several of the 
Chief Doloies of the Jynteah Hills and other very respectable persons, that 
the Elaka of Paunch Poonjeo belonged to the Jynteah Hills for some years 
before that territory was transferred to the British Government in the year 
1835, and that this Elaka came into the possession of the Government with 
the' other -portion of the Jynteah Hills without any objection on the part of 
the Moleem Rajah, or iudeed of any other person. It appears that for some 
time, between the years 1837 and 1840, the Paunch Poonjee villages were 
placed by the Political Agent under the charge of Rajah Chaund Manick, of 
Moleem, the maternal uncle of the present Rajah, on condition that he would 
bridge the “Lingteah” stream, and keep the road and bridges between that 
river and Terriah Ghaut in repair. The Rajah neglected to perform theso 
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conditions, and in consequence Colonel Lifter brought these villages again 
under his own management. There is no proof whatever that Mr. Inglis 
interfered at all in this matter, neither have I any reason to believe that he 
did so. Rajah Ilazar Sing, in his petition to me, has averred that Colonel 
Lister, at the instigation of Mr. Inglis, deprived him of the Paunch Poonjee dis- 
trict in the year 3 849. When Colonel Jenkins, the Governor General’s Agent, 
was on circuit at Oherra Poonjee in May 1855, the Rajah petitioned that 
functionary, claiming the Elaka of Paunch Poonjee as a portion of his ancestral 
domain and declaring that he had been dispossessed of it, about thirteen yfears 
ago, by the Sirdars of the district, whilst lie was a minor, soon after the death 
of his uncle Rajah Cha mid Maniek ; in this pettition he made no mention 
whatever either of Colonel Lister or Mr. Inglis j 

279. After the most careful consideration, being decidedly of opinion 
that the claim of Rajah Tiazar Sing, of Moleem, to the Elaka of Paunch 
Poonjee is entirely false and fictitious, and that the district belongs and has 
belonged to the Jynteah Mill territory before the year 1829, I rejected the 
Rajah’s petition. I ought perhaps to mention that when the Sirdars of 
Paunch Poonjee waited on me, they all asserted that they owed no allegiance 
to the Rajah of Moleem and had always been under the Rajah of Jynteah* 
and they expressed the strongest repugnance to being placed under the 
authority of the Moleem Rajah. 

280. Rajah Ilazar Sing is a person of a feeble intellect, and dissolute 
and extravagant habits, and is extremely unpopular with the people of his 
own country ; he is married to a woman of Clicrra Poonjee, and almost always 
resides at that place. For some years lie has altogether neglected his duties 
as Chief of the Moleem district, and has made them over to mercenary 
underlings, who are very' oppressive to the people; his conduct lias so much 

I 

exasperated his subjects, that they certainly would have deposed him long ago 
had they not been restrained by the fear of the Government. In February 
1857 there was a rather serious disturbance in tlie Moleem country between 
some of the Rajah’s servants, and some of the Moleem mountaineers, and the 
Itajali was obliged to apply to the Governor General’s Agent at Gowhatfcy, for 
assistance against his own subjects. The Rajah is quite unfit to manage the 
affairs of his own country, and under any circupi stances it would have been 
an act of grievous injustice to the people of Paunch Poonjee to place them in 
the power of such a weak and worthless person as Rajah Hazar Sing 
of Moleem. 


281. After the conquest, in 1829, of the Moleem country, the Chieftain 

♦Appendix No 4 F State (then styled Rajah of Khyrim) ceded to the 

British Government, by a treaty, or rather an agreement,* 
dated the 15 th of January 1830, the tract of country situated to the South 
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and East of the “Oomeeam” or* Boga Banco River. This tract, which is 
perhaps one of the most salubrious and elevated parts of the Cossyali range, 
was retained by the Governor General’s Agent, Mr. David Scott, because ho 
considered it the most eligible spot for a Cantonment or a Sanatorium for 
European Troops. 

282. In May 1834 the Governor General’s Agent on the North East 
Frontier, Colonel Jenkins, directed" Captain Lister, then 

’►Appendix: Iso. 9. 

• Commanding the Sylhot Li<jhfc Infantry, to restore this 

ceded tract to Rajah Chaund Manick, of Moleem, the successor of Rajah Bur 
Munich, on condition that the Rajah would allow the Government to choose 
a spot within the tract in question for a Sunatarium, or to place Military 
posts any where that might be considered necessary for the security of the 
country. 


283. In October! 1834, Colonel Jenkins submitted a proposition to the 

,, Government to restore this tract to the Moleem Chief, 

f Appendix iNo. 0 A. „ t « 

and the (government in reply | called lor further informa- 
tion, which apparently has never been supplied. The proposition was allowed 
, , .. „ ... to drop, and the tract in question seems not to have been 

I Appendix >.o. !> 15. * 1 

restored to the Rajah, and is, I believe, to this day only 
nominally under his control. The real authority has remained in the hands 
of the heads of the villages and their respective durbars. 

284. There seems to be no reason to believe that the Government has 
ever formally renounced any of the territorial rights acquired by the agree- 
ment of the 1 5th of January 1830, and although Colonel Jenkins has stated 
that the Moleem Chieftain is “ bound to allow us to establish posts in any 
“part of the country,” the only two agreements of the Moleem Rajah now in 
existence certainly contain no such stipulation. It is, I think, of some 
importance that the Government should determine, whether it will relinquish 
the right which, in my judgment, it undoubtedly possesses, under the agree- 
ment above cited, to the tract of country to the South and East of the Boga 
Panee river. In this tract there are three villages, Lailongkote, Wahyanglong 
and Mowyang, and in the neighbourhood of the first of them is likely to be 
found the most eligible site in, the Cossyali and Jynteah Hills for a Sanatarium 
or a Cantonment for European Troops. 

285. The elevation of Lailongkote, according to Professor Oldham, is 
5703 feet above the sea; there is a fine table land free from jungle; the 
soil is of fair quality for a hMly country, and the climate, which is far 
preferable to that of Cherra Voonjee', being much less humid, is very 
healthy and apparently well-suite<^to the European constitution at all seasons 
of tlic year. From Cherra Poo^jee to Lailongkote, a distance of about 

vr 
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eighteen miles, there is a useful road which le capable of much improvement 
at a very moderate cost. There is no large river to be crossed on the route, 
coal and lime can be easily supplied from the village of Lyrungyo, which is 
about thirteen miles distant, and provisions and other articles might be 
brought from Cherra Poonjee at a small expense. Lailongkote is situated on 
the high road which is being made across the Hills from Cherra Poonjee to 
A ssaloo vid Joowaie Poonjee, and it is about twenty-five miles from the 
centre of the Jynteah Hills, from whence supplies might be drawn without 
difficulty, and at a moderate rate. « 

286. The advantage of having, in these Hills, a detachment of 
European Troops or even a Convalescent Depot, like that at Darjeeling, must 
lie obvious. To ensure perfect safety in Assam and Eastern Bengal it will be 
necessary, I apprehend, fur some time to come, to have a certain number of 
European Troops on this Frontier, and I think that they cannot he better 
placed than in these mountains where the climate is so favorable to their 
health, and where they would be ready for service on the occurrence of any 
emergency' in Assam or Eastern Bengal. 

287. The right of Government to the tract of country to the South 
and East of the Oomeeam River, appears to be so valuable for Military and 
other purposes, that I would, with deference, recommend that it be not 
relinquished without the fullest consideration. There is, I understand, a 
large quantity of waste and unoccupied land in thi tract which would be 
very useful to European settlers, and Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner 
Hudson lias informed me that he has received an application from a very 
respectable English Gentleman for a grant of land in this part of the 
country, and in all probability other applications of a similar kind would 
be made if these lands are considered available for European settlers. 

288. In a resolution of the Bengal Government, under date the 24th 
of November 1853, the Most Noble the Governor of Bengal has been 
pleased to declare that it was not the intention of the Government to 
extend the interference of the British authorities in the affairs of these 
semi-independent and dependent states, or to “ alter the kind or degree of 
“ subjection” in which they were then placed, and it appears to me that 
nothing has since occurred to render any deviation from that policy necessary 
or indeed expedient. All these Cossyah states, by whatever distinctive 
appellation they are known, acknowledge the supremacy and are de facto under 
the authority and control of the British Government. I know that the Chiefs 
of every grade and degree consider themselves to be feudatories and vassals 
of the Government. Nothing, in my opinion, is likely to be gained by any 
further interference, at the present time, with the administration of these 
Native Chiefs. 
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289. I have already observed that it has been hitherto the practice to 
report to the Government only the successions to the Raj of Cherra Ikxmjee ; 
but it seems to me very expedient that all future successions to the Chief- 
tainships of the five semi-independent States, at all events, should be reported 
to, and receive the formal sanction of the Government. Each Rajah, on 
his succession, should be required to present a “ nnzzur” to, and receive 
a “ kliilut” from, the Government as is usual on these occasions in other 
parts of the country. Each semi-independent Chieftain should execute an 
“ IArarnarnah’ 5 and receive a sunnud of appointment from the Government. 
It is not necessary, I think, that these Tkranmmahs” should contain any 
minute articles of agreement ; it will suffice for the Chief to promise to govern 
his country according to its ancient and established usages, to reside in his 
own district, to keep his people contented and satisfied, and to obey any 
orders that may he given to him by the Government, as the supreme ruling 
power. 1 consider the stipulation regarding residence necessary, because 
the district of M’oleem is, and has been for many years, in a deplorable state 
owing to the absenteeism of its Chieftain, Rajah Itazar Sing, who has 
deserted his country and has been residing for some years with his wife’s 
family at Cherra Poonjec. 

290. The political authorities, I understand, doubt whether they have 
the power of requiring .Rajah llazax Sing to reside in his own count ry and 
attend to its affairs. The people of Moleetn are under the impression that 
in any contest between them and their Chief, the Government will support 
the latter, and therefore they are afraid to depose him and elect another 
person to manage their affairs. The Rajah is under the protection of our 
Government, and if ho were not in that position, he would not dare to 
act as he has done. I think lie should be directed to reside in his own 
country and to attend to its business, and if he refuses or neglects to 
comply with this very reasonable requisition, intimation should he given to 
the people of Aloleem that the protection of the Government had been 
withdrawn from him, and they would then soon redress their own griev- 
ances ; as it is, the British influence is merely an instrument of oppression 
to them. 

291. I have seen all these semi-independent Rajahs, and have mado 
careful inquiry into their. character, conduct and qualifications ; I am satisfied 
that there is not one amohg them who can with safety be trusted with the 
power of capital punishment. Since the British power became paramount 
in these Hills, there has lot been, ! believe, a single instance in which a 
capital sentence has been pasted and carried into effect by any Chieftain, or 
other Native ruler or authoLty, add from what I elicited during the inter- 
views which 1 have had with Wiese Chiefs, it is my impression that they do 
not consider themselves to haye the power to pass capital sentences. It 
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would be a good plan, T think, to order alheases of murder and homicide, 
belonging to these semi-independent States, to bo tried conjointly by the 
Principal Assistant Commissioner at Cherra Poonjee, and the Chieltain of 
the district in which the crirno had been committed. When both these 
functionaries agree as to the guilt of the accused, they might be authorized 
to pass sentences of imprisonment with labor and irons for a term not 
exceeding fourteen years, and to refer all other eases requiring a heavier 
punishment for the final orders of the Government. An appeal from all final 
sentences of the Principal Assistant Commissioner and the Chieftain, should 
lie to the Governor General’s Agent, and when the Principal Assistant Com- 
missioner and the Chieftain differ in opinion regarding the guilt of the 
accused, or the measure of punishment to he inflicted, a reference should be 
made to the Governor General’s Agent, who should pass final orders according 
to his own judgment and competence, or refer the ease, should a sentence of 
more than fourteen years’ imprisonment he required, for the orders of the 
Government. The Principal Assistant Commissioner and the Chieftain 
might be assisted in trying these cases by a jury composed of the “ Muntrees,” 
Sirdars and Head-men of the district. I do not apprehend that any objection 
would be offered by these semi-independent Chiefs to a judicial procedure 
of this nature , on the contrary, I incline to think that it, would bo accepta- 
ble to them. It will nob be neeessarv to carry out the above suggestions 
immediately : this can be done by degrees ; affairs can be allowed to remain 
as they are for the present, but when any new succession to a Chieftainship 
shall take place, and tho Government is called on 4 .:> sanction and confirm 
the appointment of a now Chieftain, opportunity might bo taken to carry 
out any arrangement of this kind which, I think, would be beneficial to these 
districts. 

292. It was brought to my notice that in the village of Cherra 
Poonjee there was a Cossvah who had been accused of murder and had been 
kept in prison without trial since the year 1850; I was also told that this 
person had been occasionally treated with much cruelty by the Rajah’s 
people. I directed the Principal Assistant Commissioner to make enquiries 
into this matter. Rajah lvam Sing, of Cherra Poonjee, represented, that the 
Cossvah in question, named Oomur Sing, had been found guilty of the 
murder of one Phan Rai, and sentenced by the Rajah’s predecessor, Rajah 
Soubak Sing, to imprisonment for life with labor in irons. There was no 
written record of conviction, and no one could give any information as to 
when the trial took place and the sentence hadjbeen passed. Mr. Hudson 
informed me that he doubted very much whether the prisoner had been tried 
and sentenced by the late Rajah, and from wlfat I heard from some of the 
most respectable inhabitants of Cherra! Poon/ee and other sources, I am 
inclined to believe that this man has been kenC in prison without trial for the 
lasteigkt years ! It appears that Oomur Sing had been kept chained to 
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a jwsfc for some time, because he had effected his escape from custody ; be 
wits released, 1 believe, from this cruel mode of’ punishment shortly after 
my arrival at this station. These Chieftains havo not suitable places for the 
imprisonment of life aud long term convicts; if they be allowed to keep 
such prisoners in their custody there will be much cruelty and irregularity : 
they should be required either to erect suitable buildings for this purpose, 
or to send prisouers of these classes to the Cherra Poonjee Jail to undergo 
their sentences, 

293. No alteration seems to be required in the civil jurisdiction 
of these five semi-independent Chiefs and their durbars; they should be 
allowed, I think, to decide, *as at present, all civil suits in which only tlieir 
own people are concerned. 

294 . There appears to be no present necessity for making any 
alteration in the civil and criminal administration of the twenty dependent 
states. There is, however, nothing, I think, in the existing relations between 
the Government and these dependent states, which precludes the former from 
altering the present arrangements whenever such a step may be considered 
desirable ; but I am of opinion that the best course now will be to leave 
matters as they are. Cases of murder and homicide , belonging to these 
states, are now taken up and tried by the Principal Assistant Commis- 
sioner at Cherra Poonjee ; I would allow the Chiefs and people to dispose of 
ail other criminal and civil cases after their own fashion according to the 
present practice. These states and their Chiefs consider themselves to be 
entirely under the control of the Government, and will no doubt consent to 
carry out any well-considered projects of improvement which the Govern- 
ment may be desirous to introduce. 

295. The successions to the Chieftain-ships of the four principal 
dependent states of Holey, Mahram, Murriow and Nungklow should always, 
I think, he reported for the confirmation of the Government. Each of these 
Chiefs, in succeeding to their Eaj, should execute an “ Ikrarnamah,” and a 
“ sunnud” of appointment should be given to them by the Government 
after they had presented |he pual “nuzzur” and been invested with the 
usual “ khilut.” The successions to the Chieftainships and Sirdarships of 
the petty States should, be imported to the Governor' General’s Agerit, who 
might be; empowered to grant sunnuds tp all these potty Chiefs, Sirdars and 
BldersV ; This public ami qiremoniot®: recognition of these dependent 

■ be Jeund very useful, inasmuch 

’ ■th^esj^ : of *their subordihaft^, and 



J ■ ( 8« ) 

. . , v .v -v.'; v 

296- £n the Resolution of the Most Noble the Governor of Bengal 
above referred to. His lordship was pleased to declare, that it was not the 
intention of Government on that occasion to demand any payia»nt:of|p|hufe9;;hr/ 
revenue from the semhindependent and diq^ndejit GossVah stated I have 
already stated that the British possessions in these Hills are now sufficiently 
taxed, and I am not prepared to recommend that atiy tribute or revenue 
should be required, at present, from the states which arc not British pos* 
sessions. . No doubt the Government Would be fully justified itx calling upon 
these Chiefs and people to contribute, according to their means, what is right 
and proper towards the payment of the expenses incurred in maintaining 
good order, and giving security to life and property in these mountains, and it 
is probable that tribute and revenue might be raised from these states under 
judicious management, without much difficulty and without exciting any thing 
like serious discontent among the Chiefs and people ; but the present juncture 
does not appear to me to be opportune for making this fiscal experiment; it 
will, I think, be prudent to defer it till the resources of these Hills have been 
more fully “developed, and till the political horizon is more clear. 

297. The late Assistant Political Agent, Lieutenant G. N. Cave, 

seems to have been of opinion, that there would be no difficulty in raising a 
moderate revenue from- the dependent states, and he even thought that such 
a measure would be acceptable to the Chiefs, Sirdars and Head-men, inasmuch 
as it would be the means of augmenting their incomes. Colonel Lister seems 
not to have shared in this opinion ; he thought that the poverty of the dis- 
tricts to the North and West of Cherra Poonjee would render the collection of 
any tax in those 'villages a rather troublesome matter, and that perhaps some 
of the Chiefs might be disposed to resist, in which case the necessary coercion 
might be difficult and expensive. At the present time there is not, in my 
opinion, any district that cannot afford to pay a moderate Contribution to 
the J public expenses, and I very much doubt whether there is any Chief who 
would attempt to resist the imposition of any moderate tax on his villages ; 
but as I have said before, I do not consider the present a favorable oppor- 
tunity for carrying out a project of this kind. ^ . ' lAy-. . 

298. Lieutenant Cave, in his Report of the .1st of March 1854, No. 35, 

has suggested* the expediency of placing th^- small districts of Mpflong 
and Mowlong under Sihe direct authority of I the Civil Officer at, : Cherra 
Poonjee. For some time past the people of tf.iese villages have been in t&e 
habit of resorting to the Cherra C%ut for ^pstipe, .and ' : 

sider themselves to be entirely under ouryAuthority, and. in fact^ at^ sp. 
Under these circumstances there aeoms* to be if,o reason why the 1 Administration 

“ these small villages should not be* formally placed; th<e 

rat of the* British villages. 
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- 299; Tn the year 1S55 the Governor General's Agent on* tlic North 
JSast Frontier pointed out to the Government, that great inconvenience was 
likely to arise, if the Cossyah Chiefs, Sirdars, Elders and other village autho- 
rities are permitted to grant large tracts of land in their districts to Euro- 
peans and other persons not being Natives of the Hills, without the know- 
ledge and intervention of the Officers of Government, and. the Government in 
reply* was pleased to authorize Colonel Jenkins “to take such steps as may 
" appear fitting and practicable for preventing such injurious acquisitions of 
“property,” I requested Colonel Jeukins to inform me what had been done 
in pursuance of these instructions, and he replied that the subject was sur- 
rounded with such great difficulties that nothing as yet had been done, and 
that he was of opinion “ that*the object in view could only be met by a legis- 
lative enactmejit as respects British subjects.” No doubt this is a matter 
of much difficulty and importance, for these Cossyah Chiefs of all kinds avo 
so extremely ignorant and reckless, that they may at any time grant long 
or perpetual leases of very valuable lands for very trifling sums required for 
their personal necessities or the gratification of their passions. There may 
be perhaps some difficulty in legislating on such a subject, for the Govern- 
ment may feel averse to any interference of this kind with tire Chiefs and peo- 
ple of the semi-independent and dependent States; the Government, how- 
ever, having been pleased to declare that it has a right, in return for protecting 
them from mutual aggressions and securing to them the advantages .of peace 
and good government, to demand tribute or revenue from them whenever 
it may be expedient so to do, it appears to me that it would be justified in 
adopting precautionary measure* to prevent the public resources of these 
states being wantonly wasted and alienated. This object, I think, might 
be attained in some measure if the Government notified to the Cossyah Chiefs 
and people of the semi-independent and dependent states that it would not 
recognize the grant of any large tract of land in any of these states, unless 
it had been confirmed by a British Officer duly authorized by tfio Govern- 
ment to .sanction such grants. Some such restriction as this would, in, all 
probability, prevent, in a great .degree, illegal, and fraudulent grants, for few 
persons would run tho risk of taking grants without the sanction of the 
Government . • ... /' . / d 

30'd. The ignorance ahd credulity of these Cossyah Chiefs are almost 
beyond belief. The Chief bf one of the Semi-indepondont states, a very 
stt^igbt$ 5 r\vard an^respeotaple person, assured me that he had been induced 
to grant a lease of a coal mu^in his territory to a person having the appear- 
ance of an European GeptlenW, wh^ r represented himself to be an Officer 
;bf:;tbir Government, and asseked that ho Ead taken the le^se on account 
: .;of . 'the ^ jGovef n^ent,;. X ha ve region to Aisb^^ . 
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have seen a copy of the lease, and in my opinion its conditions aresuch as 
the Chief, had he been awaro of what he was about, would »§t have Agreed 
to. On questioning him I found. tha% he^knew littlq or nothing ;|d>out the 
terms of the lease, and he. candidly admitted tliat this was the ease, adding 
that he thought he was transacting business with a Government Officer, and 
having perfect faith and confidence, that every thing was-^iir and correct, 
he at once agreed to do every thing that ho was , asked to do, without 
making any enquiry into the matter. When the trade of these Hills, has 
been thoroughly opened, it is not unlikely that transactions of this kind may 
take place again, and they ought, I think, if possible, to be guarded 
against,; - .,,v 


DISSENSIONS REGARDING THE SUCCESSION TO THE 

CHER It A RAJ. 


301. On my arrival at Cherra Poonjee I found that violent dissensions 
were raging between Rajah Ram Sing, of Cherra Poonjee, and almost all the 
principal Sirdars of his district. The last Rajah, Soubah Sing, diedUon the 
5th of June 1856, and Rajah Ram Sing', who is the eldest nephew of the 
deceased, represented to the Principal. Assistant Commissioner, that he had 
succeeded his uncle. The succession was reported to the Supreme Government, 
and the Right llon'bie the Governor General in Council was pleased to 
sanction* the succession of Rajah Ram Sing to the Raj of Cherra Poonjee. 
Rajah Ram Sing, however, had not been elected, according to the custom of 
the country, by the Heads of the twelve tribes or clans in whom the power 
of election is vested, and in consequence a great many of the most influential 
people refused to acknowledge him as the lawful ruler of Cherra Poonjee. 
As the performance of the funeral ceremonies of the late Rajah, by Rajah 
Ram Sing, would, according to the usage of the country, have beon conclu- 
sive in regard to the succession, the opposition party would not permit the 
dead body of Soubah Sing to bo burnt, and in consequence it was kept in the 
village for nearly a year. After I had given the Heads, of the twelve tribes an 
assurance that the Government would maintain the just and ancient rights 
of both parties, the representatives of the twelve tribes withdrew their opposi- 
tion, and the funeral . ceremonies of the late Rajah were celebrated in the usual 


manner on the 4th of May 1857, without any disturbance. 


302, It is, I think, boyond dispute that Rijah Ram Sing has succeed- 
ed to the Cherra Raj in an irregular manner! And th$t he has not been 
elected, as all his predecessors have been,/^? the representative^ of the 


twelve tribes or clans, who, by i|amemerial‘ utyige^have the right of election^ 
The local authorities, I think, ought" to hays taken cam that Rajah Ram;; 
Sing had jhbgn elected before they repotted hissufeession for the s&no* 
tion of Goverhntent. Ashe had been recognized as Chieftain by theSupretae 

■ -V. x:. ■ ' * 
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G&Verhment, and was not personally disqualified for the office* it appeared 
. to ; toe inexpedient to listen to the request of the representati ves of the twelve 
•tfihe# to be allowed to elect a Shieftain. An election when the passions 
of both parfcies were inflamed, and during the critical period of J uly and 
August 1857, might have been attended with untoward consequences ; under 
these circumstances I thought it advisable to settle the matter amicably 
at ' once. The representatives of the twelve tribes were not unreasonable; 
they held a durbar, by invitation, at my office. I represented to them that 
the appointment of Ram Sing had been sanctioned by the Government, 
and that it was inexpedient to reopen that question, and I gave them an 
assurance in writing that the succession of Kara Sing should not be 
taken as a precedent, but that in all future successions the ancient and 
established usages of the country should bo strictly abided by and faithfully 
observed. With this compromise both' parties appeared to be satisfied, and 
the dispute-regarding the succession has been settled ; the result, however, 
might have been different, had the disputed succession occurred in one of 
the distant states where the people are more wild and bigoted* than those 
of Cherra Ponjeo ; the Cossyahs are very touchy about their political 
rights; and the district Officer should see that they are respected. In 
this instance Rajah Ram Sing was clearly in the wrong throughout ; 
he 18 a head-strong, arbitrary and unpopular Chieftain, and I took this 
opportunity of intimating to him quietly that he must not expect the 
Government to support him in any encroachments on the liberties of his 
people. 

COMPLAINTS AGAINST THE RAJAH OP CHERRA POONJEE. 


303, The Sirdars of the British village of Moosmye made a verbal 
complaint to that the Rajah of Cherra was very oppressive and 
extortionate to them. I requested the Principal Assistant Commissioner to 
inquire into the matter- and it has been proved that it is usual for the 
Rajah to levy a transit tax of one pice for each male, porter’s burden, and half 
a pice for each load earned by a female, which pastes through his territory. > 
Wheff the Moosmye people Are employed as porters, the Rajah has lately 
compelled them to pay fbur pice fqr eacbdoadcamed ^y %man, and; three pice 
for every load'- carried by a woma*£ The. deni&nd is extortionate add 
oqtt^^rtO; tho :«!imto rn of \he country, S$ : 'if • has the effect of preventing 
-■ Moismye peoplb as pdrters for the conveyance of 

^ districts \TKc^obiect' of ,'thh : ' 

pcopleseemstobetocompel^Om 
villages. ThO Rajah 
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roiai^j hica^thafc^ these arbitrary and unjust exactions are quite at %*iance 

withtfie spirit of disengagements with, and his position ^towards the 
Government ; if they So continued, the interference of the Government will 
be required, for the British villages have a right to the protection $f the 
Government.- . ..; r • ‘ -■'V' : v* 

804. Several persons complained to me that the Rajjaht of .^hew* 
Poonjee was in the habit of stopping traders and others passing' albiig fhe 
Government high road to Assam, and forcibly compelling' them to pay transit 
duties. The Rajah has admitted that he demands n tax of %he pioo on ovOry 
load of merchandise carried by a porter; and two pice on every head of puttie 
taken along that part of the - Assam dawk roh,d, Which pastes under his 
village, and he declares that he and his predecessors have always levied this 
tax without any prohibition on the part of the CherrS. Civil Officers. I have 
reason to believe that tlie oppressions 5 of the Rajah's servants are not con- 
fined to the exaction of the taxes above-mentioned, but under color Of col- 
lecting these taxes, they Commit all kinds of violence arid oppression on the 
Government highway. I am told that in tho time of Colonel Lister; the 
Rajahs of Cherra? nCVhr attempted tq levy these taxes* on the high road, and 
that the demand now made is a modern extortion. Mr.- Principal Assistant 
Commissioner - Hudson is of opinion “ that the Rajah has no righ t to stop 
“ traders proceeding along a Government highway on- any pretence, and the 
“ practice should be ptohibR.ed, or it -tddy form a precedent for other Chief- 
stains to follow his example, and thus defeat the object for which the road 
“ was made.” I entirely concur ; ‘with Mr. Hudson on this subject, and as 
I feel satisfied that the Rajah has no right whatever to obstruct the 
Government highway and to harass travellers and traders with his tax- 
gatherers; Lhavo instructed - the Principal Assistant Commissioner to desire 
the Rajah to desist from stopping; persons on the Assam road, and to discon- 
tinue the exaction of taxes thereon till further orders. 


COMPLAINTS AGAINST THE WAHARADARS OF / 

, CHEYLA POONJEE, ^ ; ' v‘\ ,; ; -' 

. r . 305. Some reform in the administration of the large dependent Istate 
t)f Oieyla Pdbnjee seems to bh drgently requirecL For thdhiSt four oriftye years 
the ^ceat majority of the peopffe; have beeh extremely 
manner in which the affairs of their, cogo tryrhaw^ beem admin^te^d^ Sy t)^e 
; six Read-inedr^ho are called “Ylftthadad^^ ; 

asunder by party feud s and dissensions. 

Government lias alone preven tad very' r-. 

peace and ’ quietness id 
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^^ftivMcIarSi is the most >ppweriulk and is composed of the most influential 
Zemindars and inhabitants of the district; it would have removed the 
present village authorities long ago, had there not bee ti a very prevalent 
among the Cheyla Cossyahs, that their Wahadadars would be 
supported against them by the Government. 


-"A. .large number of the principal Zemindars and inhabitants of 
" th^ Qheyla * district waited on me soon after ray arrival at Cbcrra Poo njee 
to complain against their Wahadadars; among, them there were, I believe, 
delegates from. almost every village in the district. The complainants were 
divided into two parties he one consisted of the representati ves of the twelve 
t&nfederated ^villages of the? old Cheyla district, who merely asked for per- 
mission to remove the present Wahadadars on account of oppression and 
misconduct, and to appoint in their places impartial and competent persons 
according to the ancient usage of the country; the other consisted of the 


l/Nd&gbro. 

2, Toerna-h. 

3. Noiigbm?at. 
4/Mrtnbang. 

6. Honidai. 


Sirdars and Elders of the five villages named in the mar- 
gin, and known by the name of the “ Pan Cli Poonjee” 
district, which had joined the twelve confederated villages 
after the latter had made thei r submission -to the British 


Government in the year 1829. The “ Paneb Poonjee” people not only 
prayed . for the dismissal of the Wahadadars, but solicited permission to 


separate themselves from the twelve allied villages, and to manage their 
own aftairs again aa they had done before their union with the larger 
section of- the district. t •••• • *•••• 


308. The charges brought agaiust the Wahadadars by their 
opponents ;\yere-<~^:v:- /’ .... - A 

Is^-rtThat. they, the Wahadadars, beingthe elected Chiefs of the Cheyla 
Community, had illegally assumed rights, powers, and privileges 
superior to those claimed by any of the .first class hereditary Cbssyah 
. ; Chieftains.. : --v,-.;., , 


procedure had been irregular, oppressive arid 
- of t^ coantry^ rnasmuo^as; they wer# 

Abuses, without consulting the ■ 
piece called the “ Phaliee Bazaar,” in ■ 
hadi been .decided from? ti$ie 
/A: ; - ; ;t ;im^iemo^hi with the advice and consent of the viliago 


;-men am 


ileoisione from improper motives, 
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309 1?he complainants also accused the Wahadadars, in geoeral terms, 
of being under the influence of two Bengalee* -advisers, who instigated and 
participated in their oppressions. 

310. In 1829, when Mr. David Scott first came into these Hills as 
Governor General's Agent, the affairs of the. twelve confederated villages of 
Cheyla Poonjee were administered by four Wahadadars,! two of whom, 
Mishnee and Bur Sing, are still ali ve and in office. There are now six! 
Wahadadars. On the death of Semen, Larh. Sing was permitted,, by an order 
of the Political Agent, dated the 17th of September 1850» to succeed to a 
half share of the Wahadadarship of the deceased ; the succession to the 
remaining half share was disputed by Bur Delude and Sona. Bai, and in con- 
sequence a reference was made to the people with the view of » ascertaining 
which of the twain would be most acceptable to them ; the choice of the 
majority fell on - the former, who was consequently inducted into the remain- 
ing half of the Wahadadarship by orders of the Political Agent, dated the 
8th of March 1853. Subsequently, however, this arrangement was set aside 
with the consent of the Governor General’s Agent, North East Frontier, by 
a private agreement between Bur Doloie and Sona Rai, each of whom 
was permitted to succeed to a one-fourth share of the Wahadadarship of the 
deceased Semen. Although these three persons conjointly hold the office 
of Wabadadar, they have only one vote in the decision of cases and in other 
village business. Ooksan Wabadadar died about the year 1.844, and was 
succeeded by Behai ; but this succession seems not to have been formally 
confirmed by the Political authorities. 

311. In 1854, not long after Mr, Principal Assistant Commissioner 
Hudson had joined his present appointment, the disturbed state of the 
Cheyla district attracted his attention, and he dispatched Hujjun Maffick,- a 
cousin of the Cherra Poonjee Bajah, to Cheyla Poonjee to enquire into the 
Causes of the disturbances which were then so frequent in that district, and 
to ascertain why the people were so dissatisfied with the Wahadadars. On 
the 1 2th of June 1854, he submitted a report, which was very unfavorable 
to the Wahadadars.' He represented that they did their duty in a very irre- 
gular and unsatisfactory manner, and that the people had good grounds for 
complaint; he said he had endeavoured to settle the differences bet\Vebn the 
Wahadadars and the people, but had not ; succeeded in doing m owing fo the 
interference of the two Bengalee Agents of the y ahadadars, who profited by 
fomenting these dissensions. 

31 2. In alh the other Cossyah states it/is the practice for the Chiefs, 
Elders and Head-men to make judicial' decisions m :fho o|ien ’durbar- with 

* .Gourk-fchtati Ruth / "'• 

f l. MLshwPe. & BuVSiflg* ' 

t l. Midmw. $ BurSiag* -3* Lari* Bijag* i -a .>. a- •*. 
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the advice arid consent of the most influential and respectable men of tin' 
village. The decision is proclaimed in open durbar before all the people, 
but no written record of it, or of the proceedings, is kept. I* 1 or some years 
the Wahadadars of Cheyia Poonjoe have introduced the practice of recording' 
their proceedings and decisions in the Bengalee language, which is under- 
stood neither by the Wahadadars, nor the durbar, nor the Cossvah litigants. 
The Bengalee record is prepared by the two Bengalee advisers, who can enter 
thsreon whatever they please, for there is no check upon them. This has 
given great offence to the Cheyia people ; they strongly object to this 
departure from their ancient customs, which, they, with much reason, say, 
places them entirely at the mercy of two hireling and covetous Bengalees, 
who came into their country some few years ago paupers, ami have now 
become men of opulence. 


fo r 


313. 1 requested the Principal Assistant Commissioner to send 

my inspection six of the oldest undecided civil suits which were on the tile 
uf the Cheyia Wahadadars on the 31st of August 1 357, The Principal 
Assistant Commissioner experienced much ditfleulty in getting these oases 
from the Wahadadars, and has informed me that he is not certain that a 
correct return has been made to my requisition. r Iho Wahadadars made 
great, delay in producing these cases which, from their appearance, seem 
to have been prepared for the. occasion. The dates of 
institution of those six cases are shown on the margin ; 
the amounts sued for, with one exception, are trifling, 
and all these suits might have easily been decided within 
six months of the dates of their institution. There is 
no reason apparent on the records why decision should have been delaved 
for so many years. Tho opposition party affirms that these delays have boon 
made to enable the Wahadadars to effect corrupt bargains and arrangements 
with the litigants. 


!. .lulv till. 1S,V». 

2. TK-vmWr •27i.!i IS.'*?. 
‘). .1 1 i v. * 1 1 U h 1, N.V. J, 

1. July vS ; 1 > 3 .S-Vl. 

5. -■•iplif'-v i2 1 1 l 1 N->3. 
1>. St. ].d .•iiii.n.T MHll 1 ‘>’3. 


I 

v> 
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314. According to the returns received from the Wahadadars there, wore 


Doccmlioi- If.tli ISM. 
Mur.-h ) arli I S.'i I. 
April -4t ii 1S;>4. 


on their tile* on the ‘>1 s( of Awsu^t IS 57, iorfy- 

‘ ' 

four undecided civil suits and cloven criminal cases , 
in three of the latter eases the charges had been 


preferred on the dates noted on the margin. I am, however, of opinion that 
no dependence can be placed on these returns of the Wahadadars, which 
have evidently been concoct 3d by tho two Bengalee advisers. 


315. I sent to the. Principal Assistant Commissioner ten written com- 
plaints bearing the names of If 35 inhabitants of the Cheyia Poonjoe district, 
in order that they might be ^formally inquired into bv that Officer in tho 
presence of both parties. Thert) were also tour other petiuona subsequently _ 
presented . by seventy -seven i-idividuals, containing similar complaints 
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respecting ilrfe misconduct and inefficiency of the "Wahadadars ; but tho 
Principal A-siskint Commissioner did not consider it necessary to enquire 
into them, because the allegations therein contained were precisely similar to 
those in the other petitions which had been previously investigated . A 
large number of the Cheyla Co-svahs, who presented no petitions, made 
verbal complaints to me against the Wahadadars. 

bib. Si.v of these petitions were presented by respectable Zemindars, 
Heads uf villages and other inhabitants of (he twelve allied villages, and the 
other four petitions by the Sirdars, KUlers and others of the “ Punch 
Poonjee’’ villages, 

r 

M 1 7 . .1 think it has been proved, bv the oral and documentary evidence 

adduced, i hat iu the month ol May lHb(>, during the absence from home of 
Orai Zemindar, four l\:ons in the employ of Mishnee Waliadadar, by order 
ef that, person, violently ejected the wife of t he said Oorai from her husband’s 
house, held forcible possession of it for about six days, anil plundered there- 
from, during the night time, a considerable quantity of property which the 
plaintiff has valued at Rupees 545-2-0 ; tho pretext for tins outrage was 
that the Zemindar had committed an assault upon certain persons who 
had been sent by this Wahadadar to cut down one of the Zemindar s 
jack trees 

•‘118. The Petitioners brought forward and substantiated other eases in 
which I consider the official conduct of the Wahadadars has been very repre- 
hensible and oppressive to tbe people. 

bib. I am of opinion tliat these Wahadadars have claimed an heredi- 
tary right, to these Wahadadarships, which is entirely without foundation. 
I think it has been clearly and satisfactorily proved, that the Wahadadars 
ar<% and always have been, previous to 1829, the elected Chiefs of the. Cheyla 
community, and are liable to removal for official misconduct and maladminis- 
tration by the same pmver that elected them. 1 think also that it has been 
satisfactorily established, that after the death of the Wahadadars Somen and 
Ooksan, Parti Sing, llur Lloloie, Sona Itai and Behai have been irregularly' 
and illegally appointed Wahadadars without the consent of the people and 
contrary to the established usage of the Cheyla Poonjte district. It is clear 
also that the division, of the Wuhadadarship of the late Somen into three 
separate shares, is altogether unlawful and opposed to the well-known custom 

of the country. t 

1 

£ 

320. I am of opinion that it has been proved that, the mode of procedure 
adopted by the Wahadadars in transacting business through Bengalee Agents 
and in the Bengalee language, is at variance Uvith the custom of the country 
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and altogether repugnant to the wishes uf a very large majority of the inha- 
bitants. I am also of opinion that it. has been proved that the Wahadadars 
have been in the habit, of taking up and deciding, at their own residences, 
eases which ought to have, been decided in open durbar at the Phallee Ha/ar, 
and that they have deci<led eases without the assistance and advice- of the 
chief Zemindars and Elders of the tribes of '■< Jo k rang’’ and “ Ooben," w ho 
have a prescriptive right, to assist in the investigation of cases and to 
giwe their opinion and votes upon them. 

331. There, is, 1 think, ample proof that these Wahadadars, for 
several years past, have been guilty of official misconduct and maladminis- 
tration, and that the inhabitants have good grounds for dissatisfaction with, 
them, and it. appears to me that under these circumstances tin- people <>f 
Cheyla have a right, by the. custom of the country, to remove these 
Wahadadars from office ami to nominate oilier persons to perform the do ties 
of t heir district. 

♦ 

323. For the tranquillization of the Cheyla Poonjoe district I would 
venture to recommend the adoption of the following measure, which I think 
would he acceptable to the great bulk of the people. The Wahadadars Mish- 
nee and Bur Sing have been in office for more than 30 years ; they are aged 
men. and arc not likely, in the ordinary course of things, to last long; l would 
allow them to remain in office as long as they are able to perform the duties of 
if, provided they engage, to renounce their Bengalee advisers and all. vain voca- 
tions and illegal pretensions and promise to conduct their official duties for 
the future in strict conformity with the established usages of the district. [ 
would allow the people to exercise their ancient privilege and elect two 
oilier Wahadadars In the place of the deceased Wahadadars, Sumen and 
Ooksan, setting aside Larh Sing, Bur Poloie, Soua Rai and Behai, who have 
been irregularly appointed Wahadadars. 

323. It will be expedient, I think, to introduce into the Cheyla Poon- 
jee district the system of election which is in force, and works well in 
the Jynteah Hill territory. Persons appointed to the office of Walmdadar 
should hold office for three years, if they conduct themselves properly, 
ami at the end of that period there should he a new election. L would 
allow the Wahadadars to settle and decide, according to ancient, usage, 
all civil suits ; an appeal from their decisions should lie to the Principal 
Assistant. Commissioner at Cherra Poonjee, and a special appeal to the 
Governor General’s Agent oil the North East Frontier. The Wahadadars 
should have authority to deci le all "petty criminal cases in open durbar 
in the usual manner, and should be required to refer all heinous cases for 
trial to the Cherra Court. TIN; practice of keeping a record of civil 
and criminal proceedings in the Bengalee language ought to be abolished 
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forthwith, an.! tint interference of Eengalee advisers and Monk !i tears in 
judicial matters should be strictly prohibited. All judicial proceedings ought 
to bo held in open durbar and in the C cosy alt language, and only the final 
order should be recorded briefly in the Bengalee language in a register book 
kept for that, purpose. 


321. Some such measures as those above indicated would, [ think, 
be acceptable to the people, and would probably have the effect,, of 
restoring peace and good order to the Cheyla district. So long as the 
present Wahadadars exercise their functions as they have done for the 
last. six. or seven years, there will be always discontent and disorder in 
Cheyla Poonjeo. The people, if left to themselves, would soon effect their 
own deliverance, but they fear the displeasure of the Government, and in 
consequence have patiently put up with much from their Wahadadars ; 
but there is a limit to human endurance, and I am persuaded that the 
present state of affairs cannot continue much longer without leading to much 
mischief. 

325. I am not aware of any reason why the “ Ranch Poonjee” 
villages should not bo allowed to separate themselves from the twelve 
allied villages and manage their own affairs through their own Sirdars and 
Elders as they did for some time after the Oossyah States had made their 
submission to the British Government. The Wahadadars have asserted that 
these villages had united themselves to the twelve confederated villages 
before hostilities commenced in these Hills in the year J 823, and that they 
had to pay their share of the fine of t.ObO Rupees imposed upon the whole 
of the Cheyla Poonjeo dist rict by the late Mr. David Scott. This, however,' is 
^ ^ evidently an incorrect statement, for it is clear from the 

lkrarnamah* executed by the Wahadadars on the 3rd 
of September 1823, and the English official records, that this line was 
imposed only on the twelve confederate villages, and not upon the “ Punch 
Poonjeo’ villages; the latter appear to have been separately fined, and their 
inhabitants, in lieu of payment of their fine, seem to have supplied timber 
for the Government buildings, which were then in course of construction 
at the Cherra sauatarium. 

323. It appears that for some time past the people of the Pan eh 
Poonjeo’* villages, taking advantage of the disorganized condition of the 
Cheyla district, have gradually withdrawn themselves from the jurisdic- 
tion of the Wahadadars, and have been in the habit of having their 
own cases settled and decided, as formerly, by their own Sirdars, Elders and 
Durbars, and they now pray lor permission t<\ oontmttc' this ‘practice. They 
are willing that all civil and criminal ea ^-s, not within their competence, 
should be referred to and decided by the Cherra Court. 
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:v27. It. is. not tint any objection will ho ni;mn io the proposed 

>l | >-it < 1 1. i i m of the 1 ancii I vill.-iyes by llii; people of the twelve 

allied villages. I C I lie ( L>vvnmnii(. be ph-a-ed to permit the • p.unh )Y.oujee ’ 
villagers to manage their own all'airs. limit- Sirdars and Elders, who are to 
exercise judicial functions should lie elected by the p-opR o\vrv three years, 
.subject to tin; conlinnation of the Principal Assistant, (Annum honor at (fherra 
Poonjee, from whom they should receive summls after their mines have 
lieen duly ivyisterorl in the < ’hurra Court. Their judicial powers and autho- 
riiy should bo placed on the same footing as those of the WuRuRd a rs of the 
t w c 1 v e ei mied e ra to villa- n,\s . 


COMPLAINTS REGARDING TH la LKA.SK OF TIIK ('ll K V I . A 

ORA NOE 0 LOVES. 


•C8. Seven tv-four inhabitanls of the Clieyla Poonjee dini-iet petitioned 
me J n \v i .1 1 uy , and a i >o u t the sa.m e number o i pers' n is wa 1 1 ed on 1 1 c at d ! t he re n t 
times, and made verbal representations, roniplairuny. (hai for many years 
f.ltepY tiad been forcibly compelled by (ho Clieyla. Poon]eo V aTiaihidars and 
certain of the Zemindars of that, district, who are in the interest, of Mr, 
Inylis. to deliver the produce of their orange gardens to than CentRm.in for 
much lower prices than they could obtain if they were permit t. d to sell 
their oranges in the open market. 


3-5). This orauye ijuestmn was fully nujuire 1 into under the orders of 
< loveinment by Air, Commissioner Dunbar in the months of December ISIS 
and .January ISJ.b. Mr. Inylis continues in possession of these orauye 
y roves under the same lease as he held them when they were ma le the sub- 
ject of investigation by Air. Dunbar in KS tH-iH ; there is now no complaint 
of any new aggression on tho part of Air. Inylis, Air, Dunbar was of opinion 
that Mr. Inylis’ claim to the produce of these orauye groves was sup- 
ported "by a full and loyal right, and be added that "even were there any 
"doubts upon tins point, tho policy of .interference would be extremely <pn-s- 
" t ion able.” In this view of the case the Government of tin.: day appears to 
have generally concurred, and ever since, Air. Inylis has remained in posses- 
sion of tho produce of those, orange groves under the twenty-one years’ lease, 
dated the 23rd of May 1840, given to him by the Waha.da.dars and e'-rtaiu of 
the Zemindars of the (.’hoy la Poonjee district. Under those circumstances 
I consider that this question had been finally determined, by the Government, 
and that I was not at liberty to re-open it, 

330. Whatever may be my opinion of Mr. Inylis’ current lease arid 
contract, and of the means adopted by the Wahadadars and others to 
enforce the conditions of that engagement, I am entirely of opinion, that it 
is altogether inexpedient now interfere with arrangements which have 
existed since March 1843, which seem to have been tacitly sanctioned by 

A 2 
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the Government., find which certainly, on the whole, have not been dis- 
advantageous to the Cheyla people. 

The orange contracts made bv Mr. Inglis in 1 83 0 and 1845, 
have been, in my opinion, profitable to the great, bulk of the inhabitants of 
the Cheyla l’oonjeo district. The cultivation and sale of oranges have 
increased very considerably every year since Mr. Inglis has held these farms, 
and this, I think, may be fairly accepted as an excellent proof that the 
existing arrangements have been neither injurious to the orange trade nor 
oppressive to the cultivators of oranges. But leases and contracts which were 
fair and advantageous to the people in 1 880 and 1815, are not so now, and 
will be less so, in all probability, in March 18155, when Mr. Giglis’ current 
lease of the Cheyla orange groves will expire, and I think it is the duty of 
the Government to prevent any more leases or contracts being forced upon 
the people by venal and indebted Wahadadars and Head-men, who have 
usurped a power which is, in my judgment, altogether contrary to the law 
and ancient ‘usage of the country, and who, to serve their own personal ends, 
will not hesitate to sacrifice the rights and interests of the people. As Mr. 
Inglis’ present lease has still some years to run. it may seem premature to 
adopt any precautionary measures at the present time; but it is the custom in 
this part of the country to renew haems several years before the current leases 
have expired, and therefore it may bo necessary to take timely steps to 
prevent, anv leases or contracts being imposed upon the Cheyla people 
without their consent and contrary to their wishes. 

b Mr. Commissioner Dunbar in bis report has stated, that he 

considered it to be clearly established by the evidence given before him 
and “ by transactions of the Hill people both with Government and with 
“ individuals in times past that with the (Jossyahs it is customary for the 
" Head-men in their village communities to consult, deliberate and act for 
“ the whole body.” It is, I think, beyond dispute that among the Oossyahs 
all public affairs are settled for the whole community by the Chiefs, Sirdars 
and Elders with the counsel and advice of a durbar composed of the most 
respectable inhabitants ; but this delegated authority does not extend to the 
private affairs and trading speculations of the people, and there is, I believe, 
no (lossy ah state, except Cheyla Boonjee, the Chiefs and Head-men of which 
have ever pretended to have the power of disposing of the private property 
of the people ; it is equally beyond dispute that the produce of orchards, 
gardens and lands has been held from time immemorial in these Hills to be 
strictly private property. If the Chieftains of Khyrim and Clierra Poonjee 
should attempt to force their subjects . to dispose of their potatoes and the 
produce of their fields and gardens contrary to their ovvn wishes, the 
democratic spirit, of the Cossyahs would s#on teach them that the rights 
of the people could not be invaded with impunity. The Cheyla Cossyahs 
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have l oniained hitherto q u u s» *e \ i 1, , only because they hove iy > intelligent 
leadei, and because they are under the impression that I lie village' authnrii ies 
are supported by the Government. 

333. I he first lease’ 4 *’ of tne Obey la Poonjee orange proves was grouted, 

on the 15th of February 1S30, t> Mr, Inglis, Ihr fifnvn 
* A].[uau!L\ No. 10. ^ “ 

years, by the Wahadadars. who, no doubt, at that lime 

were specially empowered by the people to grant that lease in return fur 

a Poan of 3,000 Rupees, vvhieh had been advanced lav Mr. Inglis to (be whole 

Cheyla community to enable them to pay a fine of 4,01-0 Itupers which laid 

been .imposed upon their district, bv the Governor General s Agent. Thn lea>o 

was evidently given not. uniter ordinary but extraordinary powers, conferred 

upon the Wahadadars for a specific purpose. 

331. -I have not seen the original lease of IS 15, but understand it was 
made, not bv the \\ ahadadars alone, as in 18150, but by those oltioials con- 
jointly with certain of the Chevla Zemindars. Neither of tlmse leases, in 
my judgment, proves that the Wahadadars have or ever have bad the right 
to grant leases of orange groves which do not belong to them, and it they 
be permitted to do so after the current, lease has expired, it is my deliberate- 
opinion, after the most careful consideration, that the people of Cheyla 
Poonjee will be very much wronged. 

335. At present there is a very large section of the people, consisting 
chiefly of the younger and more intelligent, men, who are much dissatisfied 
with bring compelled to part with the produce of their orange groves to 
Mr. Inglis, at. the present fixed prices ; hut i think the malcontents would be 
satisfied provided they received some assurance that after the expiration ol the 
current lease, they would be permitted to dispose of their fruit without 
into r fere nee. 

33G. Even if these Wahadadars did possess legal powers (which in my 
humble opinion flu *y do not) to make bargains and contracts ol this kind 
which arc binding on the people, they are, L think, personally disqualified for 
the exercise of thorn, for all of them are in a state of depoudance on Mr. 
Inglis, and arc pecuniarily indebted to him to a large amount. fa September 
1857, they all borrowed from that Gentleman considerable sums of money, 

bearing interest at the rate of 
24 per cent, per annum, and 
mortgaged the whole of the 
orange groves of the community 
to him as security lor the pay- 
ment of these their private and 
personal debts. The amount 
borrowed by each Wahadadar 
is shown, in a tabular form on the margin, and among the appendices will be 
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found a traiydafion of the bond* executed by the Wahadadar Bur Doloie 
in favor of Mr. Ingli> ; the bonds given by ail the other 
Ap|»< t.m\ n. Waluuladars are of the same tenor and purport. Are 
porsoiLS who act in this manner fit to be entrusted with the uncontrolled 
inanatrcuneiit and disposal of the private property of any village community, 
and ought they to bo supported directly or indirectly in such monstrous and 
arbitrary pretensions and practices by the British Government ! The (hey la 
people are not unreasonable; all they petition for, is to bo permitted to dispose 
of the produce of their own gardens according to their own wishes as soon as 
the current lease expires, and this, I think, ought to he accorded to them. 

hi 7. I have visited the Nungklow district, <uul had under consideration 
a plan lor its administration under tile direct authority of British Officers ; 
but as the Home Government has recently decided that a Native Ruler is to 
l»e appointed to that: Raj, it seems unnecessary to enter upon that subject 
on the present occasion, 

A 

•'08. With advertence to the orders contained in the 10th Para, of 
your letter, Mo. 11(5, dated the 10th of January 1857, a separate report upon 
the adjoining Non- Regulation .Districts of Caehar and North Cachar will he 
submitted in a few days. 

880. It does not occur to rne that l am able to supply any further 
information regarding the public affairs of the Cossyah amt Jynteuh Hill Ter- 
ritory ; hut 1 cannot close this report, without thankfully acknowledging the 
zealous and valuable assistance which I have received from Mr. Principal 
Assistant Commissioner Hudson, whilst I have been making these inejuirios; 
he lias always shown himself most ready and willing to afford and procure 
information for me, and I venture very respectfully to recommend his good 
services to the favorable notice of the Government. 


I have the honor to be, 

Sm, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

W. J. ALLEN, 

Mauler oj the Board of Revenue, on Dejmfalion. 
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Ri \ or. 

Extract, from a letter of Colonel Jenkins to Deputy Secretary to Govern- 
ment, dated i 6t h October 1884. 

Ditto ditto from Government to Colonel Jenkins, dated 30th Octo- 
ber IS 3|. 

Beftse <d t heyla Orange Groves given to Mr. IT In glia by the YV a had a dais, 
on the ioili February I83 ! J. 

Bund executed by Wahadadar Burdoloie, of Chcvla Poonjee, in favor of Mr. 
II Ingiis, dated 1 9th Stplember 1857. 

W. J. ALLEX, 

Member of the Board of Revenue, on Deputation 


(ft EUR A POONMEI!. 
The 1 if h Oe f d/er 1858. 



APPENDIX No. l. 


PROCEEDING of the Court of fin Principal Assistant Commissioner of the Cossyah and 
Jynteuh Hills , dated Che/rra Poonjee , the 17/// October LSoti, corresponding with the 2nd 
of Kurt irk 12GI) B. 8, 


V it i: ft k n r : 


Mk. C. K. Hudson, Principal Assistant Commissioner. 

As it is stated in a Petition lodged by a Mr. Coleman ;\t tin.; Cuiuluah Phurreo, an*! 
other papers forwarded by the .Magistrate of Sv 1 hot, that: a largo party of armed jmople. have 
collected on the side of Mr. Henry Inglis at Oomkhubao and elsewhere, in the Cheyla Boon joe 
Territory, for the purpose of committing an affray with him; and it has also been represented 
in a Petition from the Wahadadars, and Ooahneenng Karkoon, and other Zumoendar.s of 
Cheyla, Poonjeo, and in an English letter from Mr. Henry Inglis, that Messrs Colean an and 
Pro willow, accompanied by ;i great number of armed Bengalees, hsiv o proceeded to and collected 
at, Cheyla Poonjee, in consequence of which a disturbance is likely to take place there— 
and as the VVa.hadadars hold charge of the. Cheyla district under the control of this Govern- 
ment, agreeably to the. orders of the Governor General's Agent, and they have the power of 
invest iga-ti tig ami deciding matters occurring in it, and it being shown from the records that the 
Wahadadars and Elders have granted Mr. Henry Inglis’ firm a lease of t he Orangeries of the 
Cheyla Territory for twenty years up to March lStio, under the confirmation and approval of 
the Zemindar* of Ookning-oobeu, it is not improbable that if other Cossyahs of that Territory 
intrigue together to take aliens there without the permission of the Wuhadadurs, und x r the plea 
of exporting the Oranges from the Gardens for sale elsewhere, unnecessary disputes may 
arise injurious to both parties, it therefore seems inexpedient that large bodies of aliens should 
proceed to the Cheyla district and remain there without the permission of the Government 
and the consent of the Wahadadars, and it is consequent Ay - 

Oudkukd —That* a. Penvammh be issued to the Darogah of Thanmth Cherra Poonjee, 
directing him to proceed personally to the spot, and use his best endeavours to prevent any 
affrays taking place in his jurisdiction, and to request any parties ot Europeans or Bengalees 
he may find assembled there to leave the place, immediately, after properly explaining to thorn 
that they are not to come to the Cheyla district without the permission of Government and 
the consent, of the AVahadadars, and if any of these should prove to be recusant, he will ascer- 
tain their names and send in a list of them. And as it moreover seems advisable to issue a 
Notification, informing such of the Cossyahs of the Cheyla Territory as may have objections to 
sell their Oranges according to the former custom during the uuexpired term of the lease 
referred to, that they should lay their complaints and grievances before the YYuhudadars, and 
appeal to this Court if they do not meet with attention, and that proper orders will bo 
passed on them in tlr* event of their acting otherwise and raising unnecessary quarrels, und 
another- Notification to the effect that large gangs of aliens, who are likely to create affray* 



aiui disturbances, from going hereafter t > the Clfcyla district w ithout the permission of 
Government the consent of the WaliadadurM. It is further ordered that drafts of 

Notifications on these subjects are to be drawn up and submitted with a copy of this Proceed- 
ing to the Governor General's Agent, f r bis approval and confirmation of them. 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

I Vi nv.ipn l Aanimta n i Co n: m union er , 

In charge of Canny ah and Jgntcah Hills. 

UlIF.KBA POONJEE, ) 

The 10 th June 185S. j 


(A true translation) 

(Signed') <\ K. HUDSON, 

l Vinci sal .1 nsis/anf Comm in sinner. 

In 'charge of Canny a A and J?/ nil ah Hills. 


(True crpy) 


S. IURD, 

Head A ssisi a ni . 



A V .1.* E 1ST I) I X N o . 1 A 


/' OHM of a Proclamation to he issued at Chryla Poonjec, forwarded, for the approval of ih r 
Governor General's Agent 2\orlh East Frontier, with my J'c rnncuf nr Proceed https dated the 
\lth October lSb(5. 


Seal { Signed) C, K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner. 

Whereas it appears that according to the orders of the Governor General's Agent the 
district of Chevla is held charge of by the \V ahadadafs under the Control of this ( tovcrmneul., 
'hul they have the power to manage and investigate all matters occurring there, and to decide 
all cases but murders ami other hoi nous crimes, it seems inexpedient (hat aliens fchould go 
into that Territory with largo hands of people without the permission of the Government and 
against tin: wishes of the Wahadadars and if, is therefore hereby notified, for the information 
of the public, that aliens are in future prohibited from proceeding into Ihe Cheyla diatriG 
accompanied by large gangs of people, who are likely to cause riots and disturbances there, 
except under the authority of Government, and with the consent of the Wahadadars. and they 
must attend to this. 


(A true translation) 

( Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal A saielant Commissioner , 

In charge, of Cossyah and Jyntrah Hills . 


(True copy) 


8. BTHD. 

Head Assistant. 



A V V E N D IX $ o . 1 B. 

PliOCE E D 1X0 of the Fazdarrp Court of the Principal Assistant C om miss totter of the 
Ctuixuah and Junto fit Utils, dated Cherra Poanjee, the 3 1 st October 1 S5G, corresponding with 
(it 1 \Mh Karhck 120G } II. S. 

I* i: L s i; x a : 

Mu. 0. K. H c osoN, Principal Assistant Corn mission? ?'. 

It is shited in ,*i report received Iroin tin acting Darugah of C hurra Poonjee, no\V on 
doiv in tin* Cheylab district, that agreeably to a Petition presented by one Tub Uai Cossyah, 
to the M agist rate of S\ ibut . that Officer lias issued a Pur \\ annuli to the Daroguh of Thannah 
Russo olgunge, directing him lo prevent. any affrays taking place with a Mt\ Coleman and other 
Gentlemen now on their way to C hoy la Poonjee for the jwtrposo of trading there, and that he 
thinks a serious breach of the peace is likely to take place if these Gentlemen should come to 
the Cheylab. district. As it; is well known that Oranges and Limestone are the principal 
articles of trade in. the Cheylab country — -that the Wuhadadurs and Zamoendars of Ookrungee- 
ooben having granted. Mr. Henry Inglis’ firm a long lease of the Orangeries of the Cheylab 
country within fixed boundaries, in conformity with established customs of their village, he 
has carried oh a trade in Oranges there for many years —ami that a settlement, of the Lime- 
stone tracts pertaining to the Government in the Gheykih Territory has been made with Mr. 
Hi mry Ittglis on a lease of eight years from the Bengalee year 1 2(>2 with the sanct ion of Govern- 
ment — And it having been further shown in ail English letter from Mr. Henry Inglis, dated 
the 17th September iSdo, that lie holds all the remaining .Limestone tracts of the Chevla 
country on a lease from the people of that; place for a term of eight years from the year 1855 
-- it seems advisable, under ail these circumstances, combined with the facts of the Ohcyla 
district being held charge of by tho Wahadadars, under the control of this Government, accord ' 
ing to the orders of the Governor Gene rad V Agent, and their having C «, power of invest Ending 
and deciding tdi matters occurring there according to previous custom, except murders and 
other heinous crimes, and being responsible for any disturbances that may take place amongst 
the Cossyahs of that country — that a reference should be made to the Governor General s 
Agent; to know whether Regulation d of 1829*’ is to be cons dcred applicable to the Chevla 
district, and as it is not deemed expedient, pending the receipt of that Gentleman’s Instructions 
on lho subject, to permit either European or Bengalee aliens assembled in. large parties, or 
armed, who are likely to o arise riots and disturbances, to proceed there without my permission 
or the consent of NValiadadars, it is therefore — 

Ourr.UF.i)— That a Fervvannah be issued to the above-mentioned Darogah, directing him to 
explain propm ly to any European or Bengalee aliens who may wish to come in to the Obey la 
Territory, * ilher in large parties, or armed, and wi. ether for the-, purpose of trading there or with 
any other intent, that they must obtain the consent of the W ahadadars to do so, and apply 
i o me if they refuse to grant it, and that he must continue to be on the alert himself to prevent 
and suppress affrays in Ids jurisdiction. He is also to inform tho Cossi aha of the Chevla 
Territory that proper orders will he passed on them, if they itpi'e aliens into tho country 
without tho consent of the Wahadmhus, and thus cause unnecessary disputes and disturbances 
there. And as it is not usual fur persons to go about armed and collected in large parties 
for trading purposes in any part of the territories under this Government, it is ordered that a 
eopy of this Proceeding be forwarded to the Magistrate of Sylhct, with a request that he will 
issue Porwanuahs to the Police ( M! leers under hiin to convoy the above information to any 

* Snivd'l Jj *„'<_■ a ^Ts:>7. 



European or Bengalee aliens who may pass through the Sylhef district, either armed or 
collected in large parties, with the object of going to trade in the Cheyla Territory* or with 
any oilier intent, and that, another eopv be submitted to the Governor General's Agent with 
the view of keeping him informed of these particulars. 

(»S i gned ) C . Iv , 1 1. U D S ON, 

Principal Assist fin l ( omo/issioner. 

In charge of Cossyak and Jynlcah Hills. 


As It appears, on again looking over the above Proceeding, that Regulation •!.» of 182!) has 
been entered m it instead of Regulation 4 of 1837, the mistake is hereby corrected, and it 
is ordered that ini imathuis to this effect bo transmitted for the information of the Governor 
(. -Sen oral's Agent: and the Magistrate of Sylhet, and as copies of tins Proceeding have been 
furnished to JMr. llenry Ingl is and it; the Wauadadais of Che\la Foonjee, t.heir Mooktear 
is also to be informed (.ft In* mistake' made in it. Dated the l ‘Uh November i SAG. 

(Signed) C. iv. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner , 

In charge of (lossy ah and Jojiicah Hills , 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant t onimissionn\ 

In charae of ( ossr/o h and Jynti.uh Hills. 

Uitekuv PooNjr.i:, | 

I h e ! 0 th Jn n e 1 8 5 S . ) 

(True eop v ) 

8. BIRD, 

II rad Assists n t . 



( v >ii ) 




( i* ) 



0 



.Revenue and other Taxes in the year 1853-54. \ Revenue and other Taxes in the year 1357-53. 
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LIST of Semi- Independent, Dependent , Conquered . and Ceded States, d:c. % in the District of the Cossyctk and Jynteah Hills. 
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( xiii ) 

A P P E N D I X N o . 4 . 


TRANSLATION of Articles of Agreement entered into, in the year !S29 t between Dewan Singh , 
Rajah of Cherra Poonjee , and his Ministerial Officers and others , and Mr, David Scott , Agent 
to the Governor Generali North East Frontier, 




To 


The Rajah having lost his eye-sight, Soobha Sing, 
Rajah, has put his mark hereto ou the part ot 
Dewan Sing Rajah. 

(True copy from the original) 

(Signed) EAJKISSUK MOZIMDAR. 


The HONORABLE COMPANY. 


No. 5. 

Presented fit. Cberm Poon- 
joe. on the UJth September 
182$, e.orre.sn*>ndin^ with 
tho year 123b, li. S. 


Tkr written agreement of Dewan Sing, Rajah, and the Ministerial 
Officers and other Ch ssyalis residing at Cherra Poonjee, executed in the 
present English year 1829, to the following purport. 


We acknowledge our subjection to the Honorable Company with* the object of having 
our country protected, and enter into this deed of agreement to the effect that we hereby 
place our territory under the protection of the Honorable Company. 


1st. — We are to conduct the affairs of our country in concert with the Ministerial Officers 
according to former usages and customs, keeping the people pleased and contented, ami to have 
no concern in such matters with any of the Honorable Company*# Courts ; but should any 
person who lias committed any wrongful act in the Government territories come to our 
country, w r o will, on demand, immediately apprehend him and deliver him up. 

2nd . — If we should have any disputes with the Rajahs of other countries, which it may 
be deemed proper to investigate, wo will abide by and submit to any judgment that may be 
given ou the part of the Government, and w r e will not enter into any quarrels with the Rajahs 
of other countries without the permission of the Honorable Company. 

3rd. — If there should be any hostilities in tho Hills with the Honorable Company, we will 
immediately proceed there with our force#, and render assistance to the Government. 


Mr. David Scott, Agent to the Governor General, hereby promises that your territory 
will be properly protected ou the part of the Government if you act according to the aforesaid 
conditions, and if any quarrels should arise between you and tho Rajahs <*f other countries 
they will be disposed of and settled, and you will receive a fitting reward for the soi vices 
referred to. To which purport this agreement is executed by both parties. Dated Dm 10th 
September, corresponding with the 26th Bhadro 1236, 13. S. 

(Signed) W. CRACEOFT, 

A . A . GY a. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) 0. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Oo7nmissio7ier } 

In charge of Gassy ah and Jynteah Hills. 

ffrue copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head Assistant. 

d ; * 



( xiv ) 

APPENDIX No. 4 A. 

V 

« 

TRANSLATION of an Agreement executed in the gear 1829, by JDewan Sing, Rajah of Cherra 

R conjee. 


To 


The Kfljah having lost his eye-sight, Soobha Sing, 
Rajah, has put his mark hereto on the part of 
Dewau Sing, Rajah. 

(True copy from the original) 

(Signed) KAJKIS8UR MOZIMD AR. 


Mr. DAVID SCOTT, 

Agent to the Governor General. 


No. 6. 

rrosonted fit. Cherra poon ■ 
joe*, on the 12 til September 
132Si, eorre:-pomiing with 
the year 123(5, R. S. 


The written agreement of *Dewan Sing, Rajah of Cherra Pood- 
jee, executed in the present English year 1829, to the under-mentioned 
effect : — 


Some land having been required of me for erecting Government edifices and for gentlemen 
to build houses on, I Voluntarily cede this land, and enter into the following agreement 


Ut , — For the erection of these buildings, &e., I have given up some land in a place to 
the East of Cherra Poonjee, bounded on one side by the dell or below the rest of the valley, 
and on the other by the Seit Oodoi river, where bamboos have been put upon the part of 
Government; and if more land is required, it will be furnished to the East of that spot; but 
iu exchange for as much land as l may give up altogether in my territory, I am to receive 
an equal quantity of land iu the vicinity of Punduah and Company- Gunge, within the boundary 
of Zillah Sylhet. 


2nd . — I am to establish a Kant in Mouzah Burryaile, on a snot of ground that I have 
purchased, pertaining to the aforesaid Zillah, and I ain always to manage the Haut and to 
make investigations there according to the customs of my country ; and in such matters I am 
to have nothing to do with the Honorable Company’s Courts. This place is moreover to be 
transferred from the aforesaid Zillah, and made over, as a rent-free grant, to my Cossyah territory, 
and if any person who has committed a wrongful act in the Government territories should come 
and stay on this land belonging to me, I will apprehend him and deliver him up on demand. 

3rd . — Wherever Limestone may be found on the Cherra Poonjeo Hills, in my territory, I 
will allow the Government to take it gratis when required for their own use. 

4//n — If any quarrels and disturbances should take place between Bengalees themselves, 
it will be necessary for you to investigate them, and I am to investigate disputes occurring 
between Cossynhs. Besides which, if any dispute should occur between a Bengalee and a 
Coasyah, it is to be tried in concert by me and a gentleman outho part of tbo Honorable Com- 
pany. To which purport, 1 have executed this agreement. Dated the 10th September, cor- 
responding with the 20th of Bhadro 1236, B. 8. . 

(Signed) W. CRACROFT, 

A.A.G.Q. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner , 
r In charge of Cossyah and Jynteah Mills . 

(True copy) 

8. BIRD, 

Head Assistant, 



( XV ) 

APPTGN D T X N n 4 B 


TRANSLATION of an Agreement executed by Soobha Sing, Rajah, and the Officers, Sirdars, 
and other Cossyahs of Cherra Poonjce in the year 18.30. 


(Signed) SOOBHA SING, RAJAH, 
And others of the. 12 Tribes , Sirdar 
Cass yaks of Cherra JPoonjcc • 

To * 

The HONORABLE COMPANY. 

The written agreement of Soobba Sing, Rajab, and the Officers, Sirdars and other 
Cossyahs, residing at Cherra Po on jee, executed iu the current year 1237, B. S., to the following 
purport. 

Whereas the locality ceded by Dewan Sing, Rajah, during his life-time to the Honorable 
Company, under an agreement he furnished for the purpose of erecting buildings on for 
gentlemen and convalescent persons, is now insufficient for that object in consequence of a 
great number of Government subjects having resorted to the place, we, therefore, Jin compliance 
with the request of Mr. David Scott, Agent to the Governor General, cede to tho Govern- 
meat, agreeably to the terms of the previous agreement, furnished by the late Rajah, the land 
lying to tlie South East of that place, extending up to the valley and river as specified in the 
said agreement, and give this agreement to the effect that we will abide by and act in accord- 
ance to the conditions specified in the late Rajah’s agreement. To which purport we have 
execute 1 this agreement. Dated the 19th October 1830, corresponding with Carlick 1237 B. S. 

(Signed) T. 0. R., 

a, a. a , 

(T rue translation ) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner , 

In charge of Cossyah and Jynteah Hilts. 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head Assistant . 



( ™ ) 

A P PEND IX No. 4 C. 


TRANSLATION of a Lease of the Coal Bills at Cherra Poonjee , given to the British Govern- 
ment , in the year 1840, by Soohha Sing, liajah of Cherra Poonjee , . 


To 

The POLITICAL AGENT at CHERRA POONJEE. 

A perpetual lease, executed to the following purport, by Sooblia Sing, Rajah of 
Cherra Pood joe* 

I hereby give ft perpetual lease, for all future tiiim, of the Hills called Oosidcr, Ooksan 
and Nowkroin, within my territory pertaining to Cherra Poonjee, where Coal is being worked 
for the Government, agreeably to the terms mentioned below, which ate to be acted up to. 

\st. ■ — I am to receive taxes from tho Government at the rate of l Rupee per hundred 
mauncU for as much Coal as may be broken up hi the places mentioned. I will never demand 
more than this rate, and my Cosay ah subjects are not to be prohibited by the Government from 
working Coal in these localities ; they are to work it free of charge, and will settle with me 
for the taxes on it ; but no other person is at liberty to quarry Coal in these places without 
the sanction of the Government, nor baye I tho right of granting such permission to any 
other person. 

2nd . — The Government can quarry Coal hereafter, whenever they wish to do so, according 
to the conditions of this Pottah, and no new objections will be raised, and if made, they aro 
to be rejected. 

3rd. — Resides tho above stated localities, the Government have the right to the Coal in 
such places in my territory ns it may be discovered in, according u> tho conditions oi this 
Pottah, to which effect I have executed this perpetual lease, the 20th of April 1810, corres- 
ponding with the 9th of By sack 1217, 13. 8. 



(Signed) SOOBIIA SING, RAJAH. 


Witnesses. 

Soomur Sing, Co3syah, Resident of Cherra Poonjee. 

Jal-trah Sins, Ditto, ditto ditto. 

Chaund Rai, Dubashia, ditto ditto. 

Bungsee Sing, B iirkundazre of the Office, 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner , 

In charge of Cossyah and Jynteah Hills 

t 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, ‘ 

Head Assistant 



( xvii ) 

APPENDIX No. 4 I). 


TRANSLATION of an Agreement furnished in the year 1S57 by Ram Sing, Rajah of 

Cherra Poonjee . 


, * ""S. 

f 4 \ 

i Rajah 's Seal, j 

v . J 


(Signed) BAM SING, BAJA If. 


To 

The HONORABLE COMPANY. 

The written agreement of Ram Sing, Rajah, and his Ministerial Officers and Sirdars, 
and other Cossjaha residing at Cherra Poonjee, executed in the year 1857 to the following 
purport * 

Having, on the demise of my uncle, the late Sooblia Sing, Rajah of this territory, taken 
his place as his successor, and come into possession of the Raj, 1 have been required, by the 
Principal Assistant; Commissioner of Cherra Poonjee, to furnish a new agreement based on 
those given by my predecessors ; and as all the conditions of the engagements entered into 
by my predecessors, the late Do wan Sing Rajah, on the 10th of September 1820, and the 
late Soobah Sing Rajah, on the 19th of October 1830, are acceptable to me, I will act accord- 
ing to them hereafter. 

Dated the Kith of May 1857, corresponding with the 8th of Joisto 1281, B. 8. 

Written by Bhoyrobnath Da Inn 

Presented this day by Kadha Kristuo Dutt, Mooktiar, and Bhoyrobnath Dahn, on the part 
of Ram Sing Rajah, with his letter of this date, the 16th of May 1857, corresponding witli 
the 4lh of Joisto 1264, B. 8. 

(Signed) 0. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner , 

In charge of Cossyuh and Jg rite ah H ills - 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner , 

In charge of Cossyah and Jynteah Hills f 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head Assistant 



( xviii ) 

APPENDIX No, 4 E. 


TRANSLATION of the Articles of Agreement given to the Honorable Company by Bur 
Manicky llajah of Khyrim, in the year IS 30. 

(Signed) BUR MANICK, 

llajah of KJiyrim . 

To 

DAVID SCOTT, Esq., 

Agent to the Governor General. 

Mr country having been taken possession of by the Honorable Company in conse- 
quence of my having made war with them, and thereby caused considerable losses, I now come 
forward, and placing myself under the protection of the Honorable Company, and acknow- 
ledging my submission to them, agree to the following terms as sanctioned by the Presidency 
Authorities. 

— I cede to the Honorable Company the lands I formerly held on the South and East 
of the Oomeeam River, and I promise not to interfere with tho people residing oil those lands 
without the orders of tho Agent to the Governor General. 

2nd . — I consent to hold the remaining portion of tho territory agreeably to tho Sunnud 
of the Honorable Company as their dependants, and to conduct its affairs according to 
ancient customs ; but I am not at liberty to pass orders in any murder case without the permis- 
sion of the Governor Generals Agent, and will report to him any case of this kind that may 
occur. 

3rd.— -When any of- the Honorable Company’s Troops pass through my territory, 1 will 
furnish them with such provisions as the country produces, so that they may not be put to 
any inconvenience, receiving payment for these supplies from Government ; and I will con- 
struct bridges, &c , when ordered to do so, and am to be paid ur the expenses incurred 
thereon. 

4th . — In case of any Hill Chieftains making war with tho Honorable Company, I will 
join the Government Troops with tho lighting men of my country, but they are to receive 
subsistence from the Government. 

5th . — I relinquish my former claim regarding the boundary of Doth Doomorooah, and 
agree to the A 1 Vice Nuddee being the future boundary. I am, however, to be assigned some laud 
near the Sonnpore Market for the purpose of trading there. 

agree to pay a fine of 5,000 Rupees to the Honorable Company on account of 
the expenses now and previously incurred by them in the subjugation of my country. 

7th. - If Teerut Sing Rajah, who is inimical to the Honorable Company, or any other 
of his guilty followers, should enter my territory, L will immediately apprehend them and deliver 
them up, and 1 promise to produce all criminals who may come and take refuge in my country 
from any place in the Honorable Company’s dominions. 

To which effect I have executed this agreement, on this 15th day of January 1830, cor- 
responding with the 4th of Maugh 1236, B. S. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C, K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner, 

* In charge of Cossyah and Jynteah Hills. 

(True copy) ‘ 

8. BIRD, 

f Head Assistant 



( xix ) 

APPENDIX No . 4 F. 


TRANSLATION of a Recognisance executed by Qatar Sing , Rajah of Murriow , in the 

year 1829. 


(Signed) OOLAR SING, 

Rajah of jVurnou', 


To 


DAVID SCOTT, Esq., * 

Agent to the Governor General. 

Wiieu'Eas, J , Oolar Sing, Rajah of Murriow, formerly conspired against the 
Honorable Com; uny’s people and made war with them, I now come forward for my own good 
and give this recognisance, to the effect that I will not again enter into such a conspiracy or 
quarrel, or make war with the people on the part of the Government, and that if \ do so, i shall 
be liable to such punishment as is usually inflicted on riotous persons. 

-My country now remains under the control of the Government, and I will keep 
the people contented and conduct the Cossyah a flair a in the usual way. 

2 nd . — T will investigate such cases as take place in my country according to its established 
customs ; but if any heinous crimes, such as murders, <fce., should occur, I will give you 
information of them, and I will obey and act in other matters according as you may order me 
to do. To which purposes I hereby give this recognisance, on this 12th day of October 1S29, 
corresponding with the 27th of Assiu 123(5, IT 8* 

Witnessed by — 

Ram Sing Dubnsbiah, Resident of Cherra Poonjeo 
Dewun Sing Dubashiah, Resident of Cherra Poor* joe. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner , 

In charge of Cossyah and Jynteah Hills . 

v 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head Assistant. 



( XX ) 

APPENDIX No. 4 ft. 


TRANSLATION of an Agreement given by Songaph, Rajah of the d: strict of Alahram> to the 
Political Agent at Cho ra Poonjce, in the year 1 830. 


To 

Major LISTER, * 

Political Agent to the Governor General , 1 

At his Court House. 

J, Song aph Rajah, resident of the M ah ram o »untry, having wantonly made war against 
the Honorable Company, ami caused great loss of life to their people, and pat them to consi- 
derable expense, have myself been driven through fear u tugitivc to the jungles, and acknow- 
ledge having committed great laid Is; but I now crave an amnesty for the past offences of 
myself and my Cossyah people, and enter into this agreement in the hope of being permitted 
to remain in my country in the capacity of a Sirdar (Chief) on the following terms. 

2«rf. — That I acknowledge my dependency on the Government, and agree to stay in my 
country as a SiVdar (Chief), or as if I have been appointed a Sirdar by the Government. I 
am, however, to adjudicate, amongst my own people, according to custom, but will not put any 
one to death, 

3rd , — That if any of the Government Troops should passthrough my country, I will attend 
and furnish them with such provisions as they may require, receiving payment for the same 
at the customary rates. 

Allt. — That, should any disturbances arise in tin; Hills, I will, if - > ordered, attend with 
all the Cossyahs of my country, and remain in attendance as long as I may be required to do so, 
receiving merely subsistence for my people Trcnu the Government. 

5fh , — That if any murderers or dacoits should take refuge* in my country, I will appre- 
hend them and deliver them up when called on to do so. 

— That, in atonement for my faults, 1 promise to pay the. Government a total fine 
of 2,000 Rupees; but I am to lodge this amount within a month from the present date. 

7 th. — That I give Chanel Maniek Rajah and Bur Miuiick Rajah, of Mol coin Poonjee, as my 
securities for the fulfilment of the terms of this agreement, and I also place at Moleem Poonjee 
mv nephew Soolong Rajah, who will carry out all orders that may be given at any time 
regarding my country. 

To which end .1 have executed this agreement. Dated this 13th February 1839, corres- 
ponding with the 3rd Falgoon 1251, B. S. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner , 

In charge of Cossyah and Jyntcah Hills . 

« 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

r Head Assistant. 



( xxi ) 

APPENDIX No. 4 H. 


TRANSLATION of an Agreement executed by Zuhber Sing , 12 a j ah of Iiamrye, in the year 1829. 


(Signed) Z LIBBER SING, 

Rajah of the Country of JPautan . 

The written agreement of Zubber Sing, Rajah of the territory 
of Ram rye, executed in the English year 1829, to the following 

corresponding with tho * ° 

year 1 123*1, 11 S. purport. 

I and my subordinate Officers and all my people, acknowledging our dependance and 
subjection to the Hon’blo Company, promise to obey and act agreeably to such orders as may, 
from time to time, be passed regarding our country. 

1 st . — Our country having been invaded and taken possession of by the Government Troops, in 
consequence of our people having quarrelled with those of the Government,*! promise to 
realize, from my Hill subjects, all the expenses that have been incurred thereon* 

2nd. — I will investigate and decide all petty cases occurring in my country, agreeably to cus- 
tom, with Puucluiyeta ; but I will report all cases of murder that may take place, and when tho 
culprits shall have been apprehended and given up, they will be tried by the laws that aro 
current in tho Hills. 

‘W.— I will not oppress or wrong my people, and will keep them satisfied and con ton ted. 

4 th. — I and my subordinates will never fight or quarrel with tho Honorable Company, and 
if we do so, wo shall bo punished according to the regulations like other refractory persons. 

I will appoint and remove tho Lungdeos of my country with your approval and 
consent, and act in all matters after consulting with thepeople, 

Gth. — Whenever any hostilities may occur between tho Hill people and tho Government, 

I will assist the Government with my Troops. To which effect 1 have executed this agree- 
ment, dated this 27th of October* of the present year. 

I have filed a separate list of the expenses that I will pay. 

(Signed) W. CRACROFT, 

4. A . G. O. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON*, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner^ 

In charge of Coesyah and Jynteah Hills, 

■ -t. 

(True copy) 

8. BIRD, 

Head Assistant. 


No. 14. 

Fil<*l at Xungklow, on 
the 21st of October 1820, 



( xxti ) 

APPENDIX N.o. 4 I. 


TRANSLATION of an Agreement executed, in the year 1833, by Ooahn Sirdar, Ookiung , 
Lungdco, Ooahn Sirdar, and Oomoi Sirdar, of the, district of liamrye . 


(Signed) OOAHN SIRDAR, 

„ OOK1ANG LUNG DEO, 

„ OOAHN SIRDAR, 

„ OOMOI SIRDAR, 

Of the 'Territory of liamrye. 

To 

The AGENT to the GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

i. 

The written agreement; of Ooahn Sirdar, resident of Soojor Poonjee, Ookiang 
Lungdeo, resident of Non gk lung Poonjee, Ooahn Sirdar, resident of 
3Jth°Februarv 1S55 Khendring, and Oomoi Sirdar, resident of Oornshem, pertaining to 

liamrye, executed to the following purport. 

Having this day attended before the Commanding 0 Ulcer, Captain Lister, wo hereby, of 
our own free-will and accord, furnish the agreement detailed in the under-mentioned para- 
graphs, Dated this 2Lst of January 1 S3 5, corresponding with ihe 9th of Maugh 1211, B. S. 

1*/.— Thftt we aro under the protection of tho Government, and acknowledge our submis- 
sion to them. 

2nd. — That if any murders or serious eases occur in our country, they will be investi- 
gated by the Government, to which we are willing aud agreeable, and +he punishments awarded, 
on investigation of such cases, are to ho by the Government. 

3rd. — That if there should be a likelihood of hostilities occurring bet ween us and the people 
of another State, wo will act as the Government may direct ; and in the event of our having 
any quarrel with such foreign people, wc will submit to the decision given by the Government. 

4M, — That our debt to tho Government of Rupees 8,185-13-0 (Eight thousand Four 
hundred and Eighty-five and Thirteen Annas) is this day remitted, and we agree to pay a 
sum of 200 Rupees annually in the month of Kartick, at any place where we may be 
directed to do so, and on lodgment of the money we will take receipts for it from the Govern- 
ment Authorities. 

5 th . — That if we act in contravention of the stipulations in the above paragraphs, the 
Government may do whatever they consider just and proper, and we will make no objection 
to it. To which effect we have executed this agreement of our own accord. 

Witnessed hj — 

Bam Sing Jemadar. 

Borjooram Dubashia. 

(True translation) 

(Signed C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner, 

In charge of Cossyah and Jynteuh I Jills. 
« * * . 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, ' 

Head Assistant. 



( xxiii ) 

A P P E N-D IX No. 4 K. 


TRANSLATION of an Agreement- given to tint British Government tnj the ff 'nha ladars, or 

Chiefs, of Clicyla Poonjee, in the year 1829. 


(Signed) MI8HXEE WAIIADADAKS, 

„ HU USING W All AD ADA It, 

„ SOOMEN and OOIvSAN VVAIIAD YEARS, 

Residents of Chef a Poonjee. 

To’ 

Tins HONORABLE COMPANY. 

Tirn written agreement of Mishnee, Pursing, Socmen and Ooksan Wahadadara, 
of Cheyla Poonjee and other Villages, twelve in number. 

Whereas a disturbance or battle to ik placo in the Hills, and we did not join with the 
Government or make our appearance, in consequence of _ which Troops were sent to our 
villages; wo. now come forward and give this agreement to abide by tho following stipula- 
tions ; — 


Ltf. — That having committed these faults, wo agree to pay, by instalments, to the 
Government, amongst our twelve Villages, a tine of 4,000 11 u pees, for the payment of winch 
sum we four persons are responsible. 

2 ndhj . — That from tho Limestone situated on the banks of the Bogah River, in our territo- 
ry, we agree to allow the Government always to remove gratis as much as they require in any 
locality selected by their Officers *, but it is not to bo taken from any other place. 

?>rdlu . — That should any persons concerned in any acts in Zillah Sylhet or other places 
come and take shelter with us, wo will immediately deliver them up on their being called for 
by the Zillah Courts. 

4/A/y.— That wo promise not to dispute or make war with the Honorable Company or 
with any of the Rajahs who are in confederacy with the Government. 

Sthly .— That if any quarrels should arise between us and the Rajahs alluded to, the 
Government is to investigate and settle them, and to this eifoct wo have executed this agreement. 
Dated the 3rd September, corresponding with the 19th of Bkadro 1236, B. S, 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner , 

In charge of Cossj/ah and Jynteah Bill*. 

* 

(True copy) 

8. BIRD, 

Head Assistant* . 



( xxiv ) 

APPENDIX Ko, 4 L. 


TRANSLATION of a Perwanuah, issued by the Political Agent of the Cossyah Hills, in (he 
year 1852, to Oosep Sing Rajah appointing him Dhollah Rajah, of the Mahram Territory. 


/ 

i 


\ 


Seal 

of 

Office, 


/ 


(Signed) h\ Q. LISTER, 

Political Agent . 


To 


OOSEP SING, DHOLLAH RAJAIT, 

Resident of Rongthong Poonjee f in the Mahram Territory .. 


Know herkuy. 


It appears that Oober Sing, Dhollah Rajah of the Mahram territory, having deceased, 
you requested to be appointed Rajah there on the ground of the country having been under 
the control of your uncle, the late Songaph, Dhollah Rajah, your application being supported 
by a petition from Oomon Muntree, Oolar Sing Rajah, and other persons consenting to it ; 
but final orders were deferred on it in consequence of Ramsye, Kallah Rajah of Nonglang 
Poonjee, in that territory, having set up a claim founded on the right of his uncle, the late 
Ram Sing, Kallah Rajah, to which Oojeet Lungdeo, Ooksan Sirdar, and certain other persons 
signified their assent in a petition they presented. As you and Ramsye Rajah, have, however# 
this day como to an amicable arrangement, and filed a deed of compromise to the effect, that 
of the two Kallah and Dhollah Rajahs of Mahram, the Kallah Rajah is to be subordinate to the 
Dhollah Rajah, and the investigations connected with the duties of the Raj are to be conducted 
by them together in consultation, and the profits derived therefrom are to be enjoyed by them 
both, and as you have therein stated that you are to be Rajah in i ie place of the aforesaid 
Dhollah Rajah, retaining the said Ramsye Rajah as your subordinate, and investigating and 
deciding cases occurring in the country in concert and consultation with him, which are 
otherwise to be considered null and void, and the afore-mentioned Ramsyo Kallah Rajah has 
expressed his willingness to remain as your subordinate, and according to former custom to 
investigate and decide cases taking place in the country in company and consultation with 
you, the decisions being invalid unless so conducted, &e., besides which you two persons are, 
agreeably to previous practice, to enjoy the profits derived from the country, and to share the 
losses incurred therein, and as you have assented to the above stated terms, and requested 
that a Porwannah may be given to you, appointing you as Rajah in accordance therewith, you 
are, therefore, informed that you are hereby appointed Rajah in the room of the Dhollah Rajah 
of the territory of Mahram, and it will be your duty to conduct investigations and give 
decisions there as stipulated iu the deed of compromise, and according to your own sense of 
proper justice, retaining Ramsye Kallah Rajah, as your subordinate, and both of you acting 
together and in consultation to do what is incumbent on you. You will, moreover, obey all 
orders that may bo issued to you, from time to time, on the part of the Honorable Company 
without delay, observing the terms agreed on in the deed of compromise referred to. Dated 
the 28th of September 1852, corresponding with the 11th of Assin 1259, B. 8. ' 

(True translation) ■ . 

(Signed) C. K* HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner, 

. In charge of Cossyah and Jynteah Hills, 

(True copy) 

8. BIRD, ' 

/ Head Assistant, 



( XXV ) 

APPENDIX No. 4 M. 


THAN SLA TION of a Recognizance executed by Oophar, Rajah of JShctwul Poonjec, in (In. 

year 1832 . 


/ 

/ 


Seal of 
Oophar 
I\ajah . 


To * 

The AGENT to the GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

I, Oopliar Knjah, resident of Bhawul Poonjee, have this day, of my own free-will and 
accord, and without any coin pulsion, executed this recognizance before. Captain Xownsheml, 
at Cherra Poonjee, as detailed in the following paragraphs, and 1 will be responsible for the 
violation of any of the terms thereof, and will obey the orders of the Gen tie menu 

1st . — That if the Cossyalis should kill, or in any way harm or injure, any of the Honor- 
able Company’s people within the boundaries of the Ooalm C hurrah or Hatec Khedda on 
the West, and the Dhoolai Nuddco or the West bank of the Dongdonginh on the East, I will 
immediately produce the guilty persons and make reparation for the losses sustained, 

'2nd. — That I will not give any shelter, assistance or provisions, to the enemies of the 
Honorable Company, and whenever 1 may receive any news regarding them, I will send 
information thereof to the Government people through the Dooahradars, 

.ini : — That 1 will not allow any of. the Honorable Company’s enemies to come to my 
Alining of Scorn ai when it is re-opened, 

Ath . — That whenever I may be called for by the Gentlemen, 1 will attend immediately on 
receipt of the written order to do so, and if I act contrary to the stipulations made in the 
above paragraphs, 1 will submit to any orders the Gentlemen may choose to pass. To which 
end J havo executed this recognizance* Dated the 11th December 1S32, corresponding with 
the 27th Ahgran 1239, B. S. 

Witnessed by — 

Gopeeram, residing at present at Chattarkonah. 

Aakur Mahomed, resident of Pergimnah Maliram, Mouzali Noiegong. 

Kohoomot Dooalmuhir, resident of Grhaseegong, 

Earn j an Pooalmular, resident of Pergunnah Muhrarn, Motueah Karnlcegong. 

Robaie Dooahradar, resident of Chorgong. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) 0. K. HUDSON, 

Principal .Assistant Commissioner , 

In charge of Cossyak and Jynteah Hills. 

• 

(True copy) 

S. IUKD, 

Head AstUitunt. 

: y 9 ■ .. 



( XXVJ ) 

APPENDIX No. 4 N. 

\ 


TRANSLATION of a Recognizance executed by Ooksan and Ooahnloka , Rajahs of Mullai 

Poonjee , in the year 1832. 


(Signed) OOKSAN RAJAH, 

OOAHNLOKA R A JAIL 
€ 

To 

The AGENT to the GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

AVe, Ooksan Rajah and Ooahnloka Rajah, residents of Mullai Poonjee, having this 
day appeared before Mr. Harry Inglis, on the bank of the Jfvdookata River, do, of our own accord 
and free-will, execute this recognizance as detailed in the following paragraphs, and we will 
be responsible for the violation of any of the terms thereof, and will obey the orders of tho 
Gentlemen. 

1st . — That if any Cossyahs kill, or otherwise harm or injure, any of the Honorable Compa- 
ny’s people within the Dholai River on tho West, and the Khagoorah Churrah on the East, 
•we will immediately produco the guilty persons and make reparation for the losses sustained. 

2nd . — That we promise not to give shelter, assistance, or provisions to the enemies of the 
Honorable Company* and if wo should obtain any information regarding them, we will send 
notice of the same to the Government Officers through the Dooahradars. 

3 /•</. — That we will not allow the enemies of the Government to come to our Bazar 
of Nokhoreeah Burtikrah when it is re-opened. 

4/7/. — That whenever wo are summoned by the Gentlemen, we will present ourselves as 
soon as wo receive tho written order to attend, aud if we infringe these terms wo will abide by any 
orders that may be passed by the Gentlemen. To which end we have hereby executed this 
recognizance on this 21st of November 1832, corresponding with the 7th Ahgran 1239, B. 8. 

Witnessed by — 

Mahomed Ansor, resident of Mouzah Noigong, Pergunnah Maliram. 

Bobaraie, resident of Pergunnah Boraklieeah, 'Mouzah Mookecrgong. 

Bottai Dubashia, resident of Pergunnah Chorgong. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner, 

In charge of Cossyah and Jyntcah Hills. 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head Assistant. 



( xxvii ) 

APPENDIX No. 4 O. 


TRANSLATION of an Agreement given by Ah dor Sing , Rajah of Mowsunnam Poonjee , /'/* 

y«ir. 1831. 


(Signed) A1IDOR SIN G RAJAH. 


To 


The AGENT to the GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

• North Past Frontier . 

The written agreement of Ahdor Sing Rajah, resident of Mowsunnam Poonjee, 
given to the following effect. 

My village having been burnt down on the part of the British Government, and being 
now a waste, I hereby acknowledge my submission to the Government, and furnish this agree- 
ment with the object of again settling on the spot, to the effect that I and my people will 
re-build and re- occupy the village as subjects of the Government, and will obey such orders as 
you may from time to time issue to us. 

That I will take measures for apprehending the enemies of the Government if I should 
hear of their being in my village or its vicinity, and I will also convey immediate information 
of the same to Captain Townshend, and if I have no particular news to communicate, I will 
merely wait on him every month. 

That if I violate these engagements, I will, without any demur, abide by whatever orders 
you may think proper to pass. Dated this 17th of December 1831, corresponding with the 3rd 
of Pous 1238, B. S. 

Witnessed by — 

Dewan Sing Dubashia, resident of Cherra Poonjee. 

Ooniee Cossyah, resident of Cherra Foonjee. 


(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner, 

In charge of Cossyah and Jynteah Hills. 


(True copy) 


S. BIRD, 

Head A ssistant . 



( xxviii ) 

APPENDIX No, 4 P. 


TRANSLA TION 7 of a Recognizance executed by Eeang Cossyah, resident of Seenai Poonjee , 
Ahmed Sing Cossyah , resident of Lonlchom Poonjee, and La loo Cossyah, resident of Mowdon 

Poonjee, in the year 1832. 


To 


(Signed) EEANG COSSYAH, 

„ AH MOL SING, 

LALOO COSSYAH. 

Guarantee for this Document . 

I Soobha Sing Cossyah, resident of Tengor Poonjee, 
give this recognizance of my own accord, to the 
effect that I guarantee the fulfilment of these 
terms, and Km responsible for any departure 
therefrom. 

(Signed) SOOBIIA SING COSSYAH. 

The AGENT to the GOVERNOR GENERAL. 


We, Eeang Cossyah, resident of Seenai Poonjee, Ahtnol Sing, resident of Long, 
khom Poonjee, and Laloo Cossyah, resident of Mowdon Poonjee, having this day presented 
ourselves before Mr. Harry Inglia, at Chamtollah, do, of our own free-will and accord, execute 
this recognizance to the effect that wo will be responsible if any Cossyah* should kill any of 
the Honorable Company’s subjects within Sooimenporo of Chamtollah on the West, and 
Kesmaieer Gong and AllowkhalJee pertaining to JJahrogong on the East, and if they commit 
any other aggressions wo will immediately produce the guilty persons. 

That wo will not give shelter, assistance or provisions, to any of > he Honorable Company's 
enemies, and if we should obtain any information regarding them, we will send notice of the 
same to the Officers of Government. 


That we will not allow any of the Honorable Company’s enemies to come to our Bazar 
of Moudon. 


That, whenever we may be summoned by tho Gentlemen, wo will attend without any 
demur, and that if we depart in any way from these conditions, we will abide by any orders 
that may be passed by the Gentlemen. 

To which end we have executed this recognizance. Dated this 20th of November 1832, 
corresponding with the 12th of A lignin 1239, B. S. 

if it nessed by~ 

Prankristno Som, resident of Porgur.mah Kow recall, Motizah Proyahgaymool. 

Hareeprosad Dass, resident ot Ivusbeh SylheL, Mohollali Ahkhobeah. 

Dodalchaml Dass, resident of Sylhct, at present at Chattuck. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner, 

In charge of Cossyah and Jynbeah Hills. 

(true copy) 

S. BIRD, , 

Dead Assistant. 
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APPENDIX No 


4 Q. 


TRAN STATION of an Agreement % executed in the year 1811, hy Chula Sahdoo Sing, Rajah 

of the district of J ee rung. 


ffius written agreement of Chota Sahdoo Sing, Rajah of Mi o territory of Bur Jeoruug, 
Poonjce, executed in the present year 1218, B. 8 ., to the following purport. 

Having solicited permission to bo continued in charge of the Lhroo villages of Bur Joorung, 
Chota Jeemng, and Pathor K bailee, now held by me, on condition of my repairing the road 
and bridges in the Hills agreeably to orders, I have been called on by a Punvanuaii, No. 491, 
dated the 7th of Choitro of the past year, for an agreement, and in compliance with that 
order I now furnish this agreement, stating that I promise, as customary, to make the annual 
repairs of the bridges, road, ghals, and stockades, &o., in the Hills and other places without 
payment, the above-mentioned three villages remaining in my charge for the performance of 
these services ; and if I negligently delay to execute these works, and the road, bridges, &c\, 
should not be kept in repair, I will submit to whatever orders you may think proper to pass. 
To which effect I have given this agreement. Dated the, 8th of dune of the English year 
1841, corresponding with the 27th Joisto .1218 B. 8. 


Whereas Sahdoo Sing Rajah has personally presented this agreement, it is hereby 
ordered to be accepted and tiled with the record. Dated the Stli of June ot the English 
year 1841, corresponding with the 27th Join to 1218, B. S. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

I J n n c/jtal Assistant Com m issioner , 

In Charge of Cassyak and Jynteaft Hills. 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head Assistant. 
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APPENDIX No. 4 R. 


TRANSLA TION of an Agreement , executed in the year 1829, by the Sirdars, Elders, and 
Inhabitants of the conquered district of Soopar Poonjee and allied villages . 


To 


(Signed) OO MIT KHYE, of Soopar Poonjee . 
COHN KIIYI2, of Nongrong. 
OODOOR COSSYAH, of Nosljn. 


Mu. DAVID SCOTT, 

Agent to the Governor General, 


No. !<;. 

Filch at OowImUy on 
t lie 12th NoveinU.T iS2U. 


Agreement of the Sirdars, •Elders and Inhabitants of Soopar 
Poonjee, Nongrong Poonjee, and Noskin Poonjee — executed in the 
year 1820 to the following purport. 


The people of our villages having entered into hostilities with and killed the subjects 
of the Honorable Company, our' villages have been taken possession of by the Government, we 
therefore, havvng now attended at Moosnuii Poonjee, enter into this agreement, for ourselves 
and all the people of the aforesaid villages, to the e licet that wo acknowledge our submission 
to the Honorable Company as being their people, and we agree to obey all orders that may at 
any time be given regarding us. 

2nd .- —The inhabitants of our above-mentioned three villages having wantonly made war 
with and killed the subjects of the Government, we, instead uf paying a fine in money, hereby 
divide willi the Government one-half of all the limestone, good, bad and indifferent, in our 
afore-mentioned three villages. We are to have half, and we give half to the Government, 
and to this effect wo have executed this agreement on the 29th day of October 1829, cor- 
responding with the Kurtick 1230, B. S. 


Witnessed by — 

Sooraer Giri, resident of Cberra Poonjee. 

Bam Doloie, ditto ditto. 

Lall Sing Giri, ditto ditto. 

> (Signed) W. CRACROFT, 

A. A. G. G. 


(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Asst. Comr. at Cherra Poonjee . 


(True copy) 


S. BIRD, 

Head Assistant . 
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APPENDIX No. 4S. 


TRANSLATION of an Agreement , executed in the gear 1829, hg Oojog , Mon Sing, and other 
residents of By rung F conjee and its dependant villages. 


(Signed) 00 J GY CO SSY A IT, 

„ MON SING, 

„ JEEKKU A COSSYAir, 

„ It A M SING, 

KONKAI, 

E AMttAI. 

To 

Tin: HONOR A RLE COMPANY. 


The written agreement of On joy and Mon Sing, residents of Byrnng Poonjee, Jco r- 
^ kha and 'Ram Sing, residents of Oomtheolay Poonjee, and Kollnprai 

Filwl at r.owtmtty, 5th ami Rarnrai, residents of Eamdah Poonjee, executed in* the English 
year 1829 to the following purport. 


Diveiubei* 


AYe have no faith in the Cossyah Mountaineers who have taken up arms against the 
Government, and having therefore joined the Honorable Company, enter into this agreement 
to tli is Gleet. 


H7. — That wo have not made war with the Government, nor will we ever enter into hos- 
tilities with the people on the part of the Honorable Company, and wo will apprehend and 
deliver up any Cossyahs who have absconded, and regarding whom proclamations have been 
issued, if they should come into our territory. 

2nd , — That if we should find any proclaimed persons who have absconded., and fail to 
apprehend and deliver them up, or conceal them, and this should be proved, we will make no 
objection to our villages being burnt. Hated in the English year 1829, 2nd N. (November 
seemingly, judging from the year mentioned.) 

We further state that wo will obey the orders of Dowan Sing, Rajah of Chorra Poonjee, 
and will never do any thing without his sanction. 


(Signed) AY. CRACROFT, 

j. a. <7. a. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner , 

In charge of Cossyah and Jynleah Hills 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head Assistant. 
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APPENDIX No. 4 T. 


TRANSLATION of a Lease of the Coalfields of By rung Poonjec , given to the British 
Government in the gear 18-10, hg the Sirdars of that Village , and confirmed hg Snohha Sing, 
llajah of Cherra Voonjce . 


I Sooblia Sing, llnjali, resident of Cherra Poonjec, having made myself acquainted with the 
purport ot this document, hereby confirm the conditions specified in this Pottah, given by the 
Sirdars ol Byrung Poonjec, dated the 20th April 1.810, corresponding with the Oth of Bysack 
1247, B S. 


, Seal \ 
of the \ 



/ 


(Signed) SCO BIT A SING, RAJAH. 


To 


The POLITICAL AGENT at CUEKRA POONJEB. 

A perpetual lease, executed to tho following purport, by Boo rah Sing and Rainrai 
Cossyah, Sirdars of By rung Poonjec, belonging to the territory of Cherra Poonjec. 

We hereby give a perpetual lease to the Government, tor all future time, of tho places 
pertaining to this Poonjec where coal has been found, and those localities vv here it may here- 
after be discovered, agreeably to the terms mentioned below, which are to be acted up to. 

1st . — Wo arc to receivo taxes from the Government at the rate of 1 Rupee per hundred 
maunds for as much coal as may be broken up in all places belonging to our Poonjec, Wo 
will never demand more than this rate, and the Oossyahs of the Poonjec we reside in arc not 
to be prohibited by the Government from working coal in these localities. They arc to. work it 
free of charge, and will settle with us for tlic taxes on it ; but no other person is at liberty to 
quarry coal in these places without the sanction of the Government, nor have we the right of 
granting such permission to any other person. 

— The Government can quarry coal hereafter, whenever they wish to do so," agreeably 
to the conditions of this Pottah, and no new objections will be raised, and if made, they are 
to be rejected, ^ 

3rd . — Besides the above stated localities, the Government have the right, according to the 
conditions of this Pottah, to those places where coyi may at any time be discovered* To which 
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effect we have executed this perpetual^ lease, dated the 20th of April 1810, corresponding 
with the 9th of Bysack 1217, B. 8, • 


Witnesses. 


(Signed) BEEIiAII SING and RAMIIAI, 

Cosh yah Sirdars. 


Soomur Sing Cossyali, resident of Cherra Poonjoo. 
Jat trait Sing Ditto, ditto ditto. 

Chand Rai Dubashia, ditto ditto. 

Btmgsce Sing, Burkundaz of the Office. 


(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON", 

JPrin cipc l Ass ista n t Co m m iss i o n r r , 

hi charge of Casxyah ami Jyntrah /[ills . 


(True copy) 


S. BIRD, 

lh({d Assistant. 


APPENDIX No. 4 U. 


TRANSLATION of a Petition of the IVabahidtrs of G hey la Poonjee, to the Political Agent 
of the Cos s yah Hills , in t\e year .1851, soliciting his assistance in causing the a f tendance, at 
their Durbars, of persons resisting their authority, and offering to abide hy his decisions in 
appeals preferred to him against l heir orders, or in complaints vuule to him against their acts. 


(Signed) AIIS IT NEE AVA HA DA DAB, 

RU USING WAIIADVDAR, 

„ LA USING and SONAKAI AVA'IIADADAB, 
„ O OK1I AN G and BEEHAI WAHADADAK, 

Residents of Che el a Poonjee • 


That previous to the occupation of these Hills by the Honorable Company, wo 
were appointed to the offices of the four Wabadadars of our village of Ciieyla Poonjee, and pro- 
tected the people by conducting enquiries and investigations in our country. That when these 
Hills afterwards came into the possession of the Honorable Company, wo were confirmed in 
our appointments, agreeably to former custom, with the approval of the late Mr. David Scott, 
and most efficiently protected the inhabitants by investigating cases in the country by our 
own authority ; but during the last two or three years, certain Cossyahs of our village, who 
are unruly, powerful and evil-advising persons, have formed themselves into a party to carry out 
■ j^eir purposes, and are oppressing ai^ harassing some of the poor Cossyahs, and if they * 


s ■ 

/Seat nf the 1 ^ 
' 7 Vahadadars 
> of CJt eyla 
\ Poonjee , 


HnSPBCTrULLY Sheweth, 
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complain and wo send for those persons through our % Ofllcers, they openly resist our authority 
nnd assault tlvnn, besides making various remarks about us. When we also summon defend- 
ants in cases under trial before us, these violent individuals screen them, and in resistance of 
orders beat our men and snatch away iho defendants from them ; thus causing great annoyance 
to the poor people under our control, which wo have frequently complained of to you by 
petitions; and the individuals of this party who harass the poor people in this manner aro 
moreover, not unknown to you. It is besides probable that unless this faction is put down, 
serious affrays and murders may hereafter occur, attended with ruination to our country, which 
it will be difficult for us to account for to you, and we shall be punished by Providence if the 
poor are violently oppressed by such persons of our village as have numerous friends and 
relatives, and we as rulers of the country do not redress their grievances. But a& the 
calamities of our poor people cannot bo removed, or the country rendered tranquil without your 
assistance, we therefore throw ourselves on your protection, and voluntarily present this 
petition, soliciting that the persons under our control who resist our Officers may he tried by 
you, and that you will, on our solicitation, grant us your h,clp to bring to our Durbars all such 
persons as pertinaciously refuse to attend there wheu we send for them ; and if anj r persons 
who arc dissatisfied with our orders should appeal to you against them, or if wo oppress or 
injure any persons and they complain to you about it, we will agree to any investigations and 
orders that you may pass, and will nevq£ act in contravention of them, but will obey them 
without urging any objections. There is ho prospect of relief to our country unless you so 
favor us, and in this your power is absolute. Dated the 30th of Bysack 1258, B. S. (Received 
Mth May 1851.) 


Present: Colonel Listeji, Political Agent* 

The request of the Wahadadara is granted, and it is hereby ordered that a Pursvannah 
be written to them to the effect that if any person hereafter oppresses or injures another, 
and the person so oppressed complains to the Wahadadara, and the oppressor, when called for 
by them, obstinately and in disobedience of the Wahadadara* orders, refuses to attend at 
their Durbars, they must send him to Cherra Poonjee with the witnesses to the fact of the 
opposition made to their authority, and the prosecutor and his witnesses, when proper orders 
w r ill be passed. Dated the Kith May 1851, corresponding with the 3rd of Jeyt 1258, JU. »S. 

(Signed) F. G. L V1 

* P. A. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner, 

In charge of Cossyah and Jynteak Hills . 

(Tiue copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head Assistant . 
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APPENDIX No* 4 V . 


TRANSLATION of a Purwannah issued by the Principal Assistant Commissioner in charge of 
the Cossyah and Jyntcah Hills to Oojee Lusher and Chonglah Lusher, in ilia year 1857, 
authorizing them to conduct the duties of Sirdars of Mowlong Poonjce, for one year each , 
in succession to their deceased father Zuffcr Lusher, Sirdar of that place. 


Seal 

of 

Office. 


\ 

\ 

i 


(Signed) C. K. HUDSON', 

Principal Assistant Commissioner , 

In charge of Cossgah and Jyntenh Hills . 


To 


OOJEE 


Kxow II EH KB Y, 


LUSK Ell Axi) CIIONGLAH LUSKER, 

Residents of Mowlong Poonjce. 


That whereas you represented yourselves, on the demise of Z offer Lusker, Sirdar of 
the Mowlong district, as being the sons and heirs of the deceased, and solicited that you two 
brothers might bo permitted to conduct the duties of that offieo by turns for one year each, 
you are now therefore appointed to the office of the late Zuffcr Lusker, ponding the prefer- 
ment of any substantial claim that may bo worthy of notice being made to that district, and 
are hereby informed that agreeably to the terms of the Deed of Compromise you previously 
filed, you will conduct the duties of the office of that Sirdar, as is incumbent on you, by 
turns, for one year each. Herein fail not. Dated the 25th of March 1S57, corresponding 
with the 1 3th of Cboitro 12f53, B. S. 


(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner, 

In charge of Cossgah and Jynteah Hills' 


(True copy) 


S. BIRD, 

Head Assistant. 
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APPENDIX ,No. 4 W. 


TRANSLATION of the Articles of an Agreement furnished to the Governor Generals Agents 
North East Frontier , by Rujjun Sing, Rajah , on his accession to the Raj of Nungklow, on 
the 39 th oj March 1834, 


To 


Captatn FRANCIS JENKINS, 

Agent to the Governor General North East Frontier , 

On the part of the Honorable Company . 

The written agreement of Rujjun Sing, resident of Nungklow, 

No. 30. 

executed to the following purport. 

The Government having appointed me to tlic Raj of the late Tocrut Sing Rajah, I here- 
by execute th 9 articles of agreement detailed below, and promise never to act in violation of 
them, and that: my Mi in trees will also abide by the terms thereof. 

1st '— That I have no objection to land being taken up by the Honorable Company for 
the purpose of making a road in any direction chosen between Zillali Sylhct and the plains or 
low lands of Assam, 


2nd . — That I have no objection to bridges, bungalows of sorts, store-rooms, fortifica- 
tions, and stockades for Sepoys being built for the Honorable Company wherever it may to 
deemed expedient to select sites for them. 

Zrd. — That I and my Muntrecs will furnish laborers and workmen for building and 
repairing the above-mentioned roads, buildings, Ac., without, objection, whenever they may bo 
required. 


4/7*. — That whenever it may be considered expedient to erect any buildings within the 
country consigned to me by the Government, I and my Mun trees will immediately furnish 
the under-mentioned materials for them, and we shall not be able to raise any objections 
about doing so. 

List op Materia ns. — Timbers, stones, slates, lirne, fire-w ood, and any other articles 
procurable in the country, will bo readily furnished. 

6/7/. — That I and rny Muntrecs will provide shelter and pasturage for any cows, oxen’ 
ike,, that the Honorable Company may send into the country, and I will be responsible for any 
losses of these animals. 

» 

6*7/ . — That if any criminals or convicts should escape from the Honorable Company’s 
territory and come into my country, I will immediately reader assistance in apprehending 
them. 
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7th . — That I will act as stated in the ^ove-iriontioned articles, and if I should do any thing 
in contravention ot them, I and iny M untrees will submit to such fines as tjie Governor 
Generali Agent may think proper to impose on as, 

8 th . — That I promise to fulfil the aforesaid stipulations, and am to continue to receive 
my present monthly stipend of 30 Rupees for one year, as this stipend to me from the Govern- 
ment will enable the people of the country to settle down again in it comfortably, without 
being pressed for any demand. This stipend to me is to cease after the completion of one year, 
and I am then to make arrangements for myself as formerly. Dated the 29th of March 1834, 
corresponding with the 19th of Choitro of the Bengal year 1240. 


We, Rai Mon and Oojoor, residents of Nungbree, Oorarn of Myrung, Ootop of Mouther, 
Ooboo Boshan of Siugshaug, Oosey Lungdeo of Kcnehce, Oophan of Monai, and Ooineet 
of Nongsay, having been nominated as Muntrecs to the Rajah, approve of the agreement 
executed by him, and will be responsible for the fulfilment and violation of it. 

(Copy) 

f (SJgneJ) II. INGLIS, 

Assistant Political Agent, , 

Cuss yah Utils. 


(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner , 

In charge of Cossyah and Jynteah Hills 

(True copy) 

8. BIRD, 

Head Assistant. 



( xxxviii ) 

APPENDIX No. 4 X. 


THAN SLA TION of an Agreement given to Captain Francis Jenkins, Agent to the 
Governor General North Fast Frontier, in the year 1834, by Chand Maniek , on the part of 
Bur Maniek , Rajah and Heir Presumptive to the lxaj of Khyrim. 


I, Chand Maniek, hereby enter into the following agreement on behalf of Bur Man'ek, 
Rajah of Moleem Poonjee. c 

Whereas a fine of 5,000 Sicca Rupees, imposed on my maternal undo, Bur Maniek Rajah, 
has not yet been paid, I being his nephew and heir presumptive to the Raj of the said 
Moleem Poonjee and its dependencies, hereby promise, of my own accord, to pay 1,000 Rupees 
of the aforesaid fine to Captain Townshend at Cherra Poonjee within ten days ; and for the 
remaining 4,000 Rupees, 1 agree to construct a good road, durable and fit for the passage of 
horses from Moleem to Cherra Poonjee and also to Myrung, on the understanding that it is 
to be made by Government workmen in the bad and difficult places. On the completion of 
this road I shall inform you of the same, when a person is to be deputed to examine it, and if 
it be approved of, a receipt will be given me for the above-mentioned sum of 4,000 Rupees. 

To which effect X have executed this agreement on this 28th day of March 1834, corres- 
ponding with the 16th of Ckoitro 1240, B. 8. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner , 

At Cherra Poonjee. 


(True copy) 


S. BIRD, 

Head Assistant ♦ 
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APPENDIX No. 5. 

PROPOSED SC A LE of Establishments for the district of the Cossyah and 

J ynteah Hills. 


i 

i Co.’s iis. As. P. Co . *h Us. As. P. 


Principal Assistant Commissioner in charge of District ... 
European Medical Officer in charge of Civil station and Jail 

Office Establishment. 


750 0 0 
100 0 0 


8.00 O 0 


1 Sherishtadar for all Departments 

• M •• 


(30 

0 

0 

1 Pcshkar 

ditto 

ditto .. 

... 



30 

0 

0 

1 Mohaliz 

ditto 

ditto 


... •«» 

30 

0 

0 

1 Aast. Mohafiz ditto 

ditto ... 

... 

... 

J5 

0 

() 

1 Treasurer 

ditto 

ditto 




40 

0 

0 

1 Potdar 

ditto 

ditto 


#lf ll§ 

1 10 

0 

0 

1 Nazir 

ditto 

ditto 

... . i 

• • « 

j 20 

0 

0 

1 Sweeper 

ditto 

ditto 

•• 

• • • • •< 

! 

0 

0 


FoUZDAllltY Depabtment. 


1 English Clerk *•« *• 

1 Bengali Molmrir « ... 

1 ditto 

1 Cossyah Interpreter 

1 Dufterry for Native Otlice 

2 Orderly Chuprassies, at 6 Rupees each 

2 Burkundazes for guarding the Cutoherry, at 5 Rupees each 


Dewanny Dkpabtmknt. 


1 English Clerk 
1 Bengali Mohurir 
1 ditto 


1 Cossyah Interpreter .. 

1 Dufterry for Nativo Office ... — 

2 Orderly Ohuprassies, at 6 Rupees each ... ... 

2 Burkundazes for guarding the Cutoherry, at 5 Rupees each 

Revenue and Agency Defabtment. 

1 English Clerk ... .. 

I Dufterry lor English Office 

1 Bengali Mohurir ••• 

1 ditto 

1 ditto . . - 

1 Cossyah Interpreter.. ••• . • 

1 Dufterry for Native Office ... •*. 

2 Orderly Chuprassiefi, at 0 Rupees each . . 

2 Burkundazes for guarding the Cutoherry, at 5 Rupees each 


1 Putwarry and Jummah No via i Required only 
1 Assistant Putwarry ... ... S of Revenue Sett 

1 Native Dufterry.. .... 1 sanctioned. 


only in the event 
Settlements being 


• Mofubbil Establishment. 

1 Sirdar for Staging Bungalftw at Moflong ... ... 

I ditto ditto Jeerwng ... 

1 Chowkoydar for Staging Bungalow at Ooniloor 
$ District Dawk Runners, at 5 Rupees each ... , 




■ 

25 

0 

0 ' 

15 

0 

0 > 

10 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

1 15 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

1 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

ft 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 


210 0 0 


80 0 0 


75 0 0 


155 0 O 


45 0 0 


35 0 0 


Carried over . 


1459 0 O 
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APPENDIX No^ *) m —~(CoAcl thUd. ) 


Brought forward 
Po I, I C JG EsTAH L1M f M ENTS* 
CnERKA POONJEIC TlIANNAH. 


1 3rd Class Darogah 

1 Mohurir ... 

0 Burk undazes, at G Company’s Rupees each 

1 Interpreter 

1 Cossyah Jemadar, 25 Sicca Rupees 

1 Ditto Elavil dur, 12 Sicca Rupees 

2 Ditto Sepoys, ut 7 Sicca Rupees each 

8 Ditto Ditto, at 7 Company’s Bupecs each,.. 
Lamp Oil and Stationery . - 


J oo wa i e Farr ee. 

1 Mohurir of Police. .. 

1 Interpreter 

3 Butkundazes, at 6 Company’s Rupees each 

5 Oossyah Sepoys, at 7 Company’s Rupees each 
Lamp Oil and Stationery 


Nuncklow Fabrke. 

1 Mohurir of Police * 

1 Interpreter... . ... ... 

3 Burkuuduz.es, at 6 Company's Rupees each 
6 Copsyah Sepoys, at 7 Company’s Rupees each 
Lamp Oil and Stationery 

•Tail Establishment. 

1 Jemadar in charge... 

1 Duftmlav and Mohurir 

1 Duftadar .. 

2 Convict Dull iidars, at 1 Company’s Rupee each 

I Native Doctor 

1 Compounder 

14 Burkundaz.es, at 5 Company's Rupees each... . 


Rent of a House for a Cutcherry 


Total per Mensem 

MEMORANDUM. 


Monthly expence of proposed Civil Establishment 
Ditto ditto present ditto ditto 

Proposed Increase 


Co.’s Ks. 

A a 

p. 

50 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

3G 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

2« 

2 

0 

12 

8 

7 

14 

10 

0 

06 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

220 

4 

7 

25 

0 

0 
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Principal Asst. Commit’ s Office ; 
Ciueua Poonjee, 

Th* mh December 1857. 


(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner, 1 

In charge of Cosspak and Jynteah Mill** 


(True copy) 


S. BIRD, 

Head Assistant. 
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ZfSTof Limestone Tracts in the Cossyah Hills held by Mr. 11. Inglia under Leases from the Chieftains , Elders^ of the districts in zvhick 
they are situated) exclusive of those in the British possessions , in the Cossyah and Jynteah Hills ? of which Leasee have been granted to him 
on the part of the Government 
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APPENpiX No. 7 . 


No. 19 ok 1858. 

F ItOM 

THOMAS DILLON, Ksqkire, M. IX, Sfc. $>-e. , Assistant Surf/erm, 

In Medical charge Civil Duties #•$■<?., C in era Poon/ee 
To 

WILLIAM JOSEPH ALLEN, E^uuik, C. S, 

Member of the Board of Revenue. 

On Deputation to North East Frontier , «$-c. i [c. 

Dated C/ierra Poonjee y 1/2 fh Auynst IS5S. 

SlK, 

As I am aware that yon are most anxious to become acquainted with the require- 
ments ot this district in every Department, with a view of making such siurgo to 

Government as you may deem most conducive 1o the public good. I have the honor to submit 
a few observations, with reference to tin? demands which exist here, for a system, on a small 
scale, ot Medical charities, and also to lay before you the trifling expense which such would 
entail upon Government, an expense wholly incommensurate with the benefits which would 
result, by providing for tin?. Medical wants of the sick poor. • 

The question already mooted as to whether the Natives of these Hills would avail them* 
Selves of European Medical aid, cannot fairly bo negatived without a trial being instituted. 
I myself fully believe that they would by degrees not only avail themselves of it, but also 
highly value such. 


It is said that the per eentage mortality amongst the Khasiahs from epidemical diseases 
in their villages, is something incredible ; hut correct data we have no means of arriving at, 
yot when we contemplate on their wretched abodes, tin? nature of their food, and the .numer- 
ous general influences which exist, with them towards propagating that class of diseases, we 
caw, without fear of material error, form an idea of the enormous fatality attendant, more 
especially at those periods when the choleraic poison is prevalent. 


In anticipation of vour approval or the sanction of Government to the establishment of 
Medical charities here, it would he superfluous to enlarge upon the 
working of any system of dispensary relief, mi dice it at present to 
Kay, that an outlay of about forty Rupees per month would bo suffi- 
cient, as detailed per margin, to maintain the establishment required for 


Rs. A. p. 

Nulivfi Doctor 25 0 0 
Drorth Cooley ... ft 0 (I 
lilw'HStie ... 5 0 0 
M eh lor ... 5 0 0 


a Dispensary hero. 


The Government have benevolently shown n strong desire to extend the blessings of 
vaccination throughout the land, and are anxious to make a depflt here for supplying fresh 
lymph to the districts of Sylhet, Cachaig Assam, aud My men si ugh. The Native inooulators are 
most active opponents to that wish, and generally. I understand, visit the villages of the Khasiah 
people when the disease of smallpox is epidemical, and, of course, afford a pabulum to the 

spread of that disease, - 

♦ . 

Of the great good conferred upon mankind by vaccination when judiciously and canrfuby 
carried out, the concurrent testimony of numberless Medical men goes to show ; but in eMablisIi- 
ing vaccination here *as in other places, the evils to be contended with are most dLl earteu- 
ing an 1 lameniableyifi^ the stupid apathy of the natives, their ignorant distrust of vat'Cinatiqn 
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ah a prophylactic against small pox, and "their wide-spread proj ml roc in favor if variolous 
inoculation* ^practice which the Legislative at home has justly branded aa. criminal, and I 
trust the Eiders will, ere long, be able to extend the blessings of the compulsory Vaccination 

j± v X n(J w in force in England, Ireland and Scotland, as well as most. Continental States-—- to this 

land. Tn addition to the above <.\il to he contended with, there js also the fact that the 
occurrence of small pox immediately after and apparently as a consequence of vaccination 
has, in a number of oases, been experienced here, and has vastly added to the distrust which 
the natives feel in the vaccine disease as a prophylactic. 

The lute Doctor Bedford, in a valuable paper of his, on the subject of vaccination, Ac. Ac., 
1ms shown that inoculation is attended with very small fatality in the plains of Bengal and 
other records of experienced Medical observers prove that vaccination in the plains of Bengal 
is a very mild disease, and from what 1 can learn of those two prophylactic measures prac- 
tised upon the inhabit ants of these Hills, I infer that the very reverse is the case, that inocu- 
lation is too violent a prophylactic, as it has proved at home, and that vaccination, when it 
is successful, is a well-marked disease and is a sufficient safe-guard against small pox. 

i have (Uttered thus into the subject to show that most probably vaccination in a Mill 
country, is tin? safest .prophylactic remedy to adopt, and the fatality which lias attended it 
here has been in consequence of injudicious vaccination, for instance children and adults being 
vaccinated wjun laboring under weakening ailments, which rendered their constitutions 
more susceptible at injurious impressions. If the Government would be pleased to sanction 
dispensary relief, the duties of vaccinator might he made, over to the Native Doctor, (a saving 
of ten .Rupees per month being thereby effected) who, being educated, would bo able to 
distinguish who were the proper subjects for vaccination, and afford aid in case of any con- 
secutive illness occurring after the operation • thus the establishment of a Dispensary would 
assist the wishes of Govtrmueut as regards vaccination. 

In conclusion T earnestly beg, you will take into consideration the advantages of baling 
a Oossyali Native Doctor attached to the Civil Medical duties of this station, and recommend 
that one be sent down to the Medical College for education. A Cossyab in that capacity would 
be a great boon to the sick prisoners and to the people in general. 

1 feel much obliged to you for permitting me officially to make the above observations, 
and I trust it will not be supposed that they* are hazarded by any personal motive. It, would 
be a subject of much pleasure to me if I could induce the Mill people of this district to reap 
t lie advantages which dispensary relief would afford, and to establish a system which would 
bo the means of considerably improving their moral and physical condition, and with your 
approval and recommendation, I have no doubt that Government will sanction the estab- 
lishment of u charily so urgently called for by the interest of humanity. 

I have the honor to be, 

Siu, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

THOMAS DILLON, M. D., Asst. Surgeon, 

M. R. 0. 8 E., M. B. L. H.. 

In Medical Charge of Civil Mvdical duties ai Cherra Pobnjee* 
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APPENDIX %N o. 9. 


To 

Captain LISTER, 

Commanding the Sylh-el Light Infantry , 

Sir, 

A a Ohand Maniek has performed that part of his engagement he lately made 
with us, in liquidation < f his tine, which bound him to pay to us in money 1,000 Rupees, it 
seems to me desirable to give back to him the country we took from Bur M an irk, South of 
the Bogha Panee. I cannot imagine that the country can be of any use to us, but no doubt 
the restoration would be very acceptable to him, and it would give him the means and the 
will to fulfil the rest of his engagement, the construction of a road from Cherra to Mole-em, 
lie would find the greater interest in the work, as very nearly tho whole road after this resto- 
ration would pass through his own country, and he would be able to avail himself of the 
services of the Milages South of the above River. 

2nd. Should you see no objection to this, I beg you will have the goodness to make 
over the country to him, on condition as usual that we shall be at liberty to choose a spot any 
whore within the tract in question for a sanatorium, should this ever seem desirable, or place 
Military Departments anywhere we may consider it necessary to secure the pence of the 
country. 


3rd. I enclose, for your information a copy of the terms made by Bur Maniek with 
Mr. Scott, and on delivering over the before- mentioned tract to Cliand Maniek. you will bo 
so good as to let him know that I shall be happy to enter into arrangements to fulfil the 
five articles of those conditions which promised to allow him some land near the Haul at Sotia- 
poor, whenever you report that the road before alluded to has boon made to your satisfaction. 


Pul.TTlCAU Act: NT’s Ol'I'lCK, 
X. \L Frontier, Gown \ttke ; 
The 17 th May 1834. 


I have, Ac., 

(Signed) F. JENKINS, 

Agent to the Governor General. 


(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

If e.ad A ssis in n t . 
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APPENDIX No. 9 X. 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Captain F. Jcnl'ins, Agent to the Governor General North Etrst 
Frontier , to the address of C. E. Tt evth/an, Esq., Deputy Secretary to the Government, 
dated 1 5lh October 1834. 


• 

8 tk . — In the Olh paragraph of Mr. Scott’s letter of the Oth .A pril 1830, that Gentleman 
propose*! to exempt from the lauds to be restored to Rajah Bur iHanick, of Kb y rim, Mou- 
loom, and a tract of country E. and fcS . of the Omeyong River, which Mr. s. considered a desirable 
tract of ground to reserve for Cantonments. This mraswo was approved of by Government 
iu their letter of the 7th May following. It. would appear from Mr. Scott’s letter that a pro- 
mise had been id ado to the inhabitants to retain them, under the Bengal Government, but 
all the tract E and S. of the Omcyong* is now almost totally deserted, it is mostly very barren 
land, and was chiefly inhabited by Iron-smelters, who have probably removed from the ruin 
of their trade by the free importation of British Iron. Moolocm, which is North of the 
Omeyong, had returned already to the jurisdiction of Bur Mauick before my arrival. Voluntary 
or how the Rajah reassumed control over the village, J am not aware ; but I. # consider that 
the inhabitants have no objection to the authority exercised by the Rajah, and I would beg 
to recommend that this village and the lands South of the River should be restored to the 
Rajah. This tract of waste is perfectly useless to us, and it may, I think, be beneficial to place 
it under the responsible charge of a powerful Chief, and the behaviour of the Rajah and his 
sons has been such as to merit, in my opinion, the favor this restoration will appear to him. 
The road from Cherra to Moolecm lies through this tract, and if in the possession of the Rajah 
he may be able to re-establish the villages along the route and keep the road in repair. Cap- 
tain Lister joins with me in opinion that the retention of the tract by us can be of no utility, 
the Rajah being bound to allow us to establish posts in any pari of the country. 

(True copy) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Erin rip a l A ssislo n t Com mission e 

In charge of Cossyah and Jyntkah I Jills, 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head Assistant. 

* Ointeam or Panee. — (.sij;(H'il) C. I\. H. 


P 
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AP PEN 1) IX No. 9 B. 


EXTRACT from a Letter from the Deputy Secretary to Government in the Political depart- 
ment, to the address of the Agent to the Governor General, dated 30 th October 1831. 


Para. 2/u/. — The Honorable the Vice-President in Council approves of your suggestion to 
depute? Captain Lister for tin? purpose of effecting such a commutation of the lines now due^rom 
several of the Lossy ah Chiefs as rnny be suitable to their means, and to the degree of punish- 
ment which has been already inflicted upon them, and \ou are authorized to issue the neces- 
sary instructions to Captain Lister wiih a. view' to the accomplishment, of this object. 

4 th. His honor in Council has no objection to the 'measure recommended by you in the 
concluding paragraph of your letter, of restoring to the Rajah of Khyrim, JMoolemn and the 
tract of country Last and South of the Omcyong River, reserved by INIr. Scott, provided 
the inhabitants approve of i he transfer. This, however, is a point a Inch deserve* particular 
attention; the more so as Mr. Scott states in his letter, dated the 19lh April 1830, that the 
reservation was made in compliance with a stipulation made with the inhabitants soon after 
the place was occupied by our Troops, that in the event of their coming in, they should not 
be again placed at the mercy of their former Chiefs, but remain subject to Government under 
the immediate orders of their Lungdeo and Village Council of Elders. If under the circum- 
stances you still consider it desirable to act upon your proposition, it is desired that you will 
adopt such measures with a view to ascertain llu? wishes of the inhabitants of the tract in 
question, whatever their number may be, as will leave no doubt as to the real state of feeling 
with which the transfer would be regarded by them, and report the result for the information 
ot Government, wheu such further orders will be communicated to you as the occasion may 
aeeni to require. 


(True extract) 

(Signed) F. .JENKINS, 

Agent to the Governor General. 

(True copy) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner, 

In charge of Cossyah and Jgnteah Hills . 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head Assistant. 
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A P P E N r> I X N o . TO. 


(Copy.) 

(Signo>l) If. INOJjIS. 


(Signed) MIS If NEE W A II A DA DAE, 

* „ 00 A UN KHAN A SOOMEN WAHAl) ADA II, 

„ lUIU SING \\ r All A DAD Alt, 

„ 00 IvSA X W A IIA JJA DA Lt. 

To 

Mb. II A. lilt Y INofjS. 


Tiik writ tou agreement of MmIihoo YVhihadad.ir, Ooahn Tvlianu ^oomen Wabada- 
dar, Bur Sing Wahadsidar, and Ooksan WahaUdar, residents of Clicyla .Poonjoo, given to tlio 
following purport. 

* 

Mr. Soot l having demanded from us ft sum of Sicca Rupees 8,000 on account of a lino 
to flics Government,, which we are unable to pay, we have received this sum of Sicca Rupees 
3,000 (Three Thousand Sicca Rupees) from yon and voluntarily give you this agreement 
to t!ie effect that wo have sold you the whole of the Oranges that mav bo produced within 
our jurisdiction of C hoy la Poonjoo for a period of fifteen years from 1233 B. S, ? to 12o2 B. S. f 
and wc are to receive for the value of our Oranges at the rale of 2'j Rupees pc r Cossyali 
100 from the 1st of Curliek to the loth of Ahgran I28& B. S. 2nd lfalc, 2\ Rupees per 
Coss call 100 from the Itvh to the 30th of A lignin. 3rd Rate, 3 Rupees per Cosay ah lot) 
from the 1st to the lot.li of Tons. 4 / // Kate, 3j Rupees per Uossyah lUO from the Idth to 
the 30th of Tons, hlh Rale, 3J Rupees per Cossyah 1>0 from I ho 1st to the Lfjth of 
Waugh V)th Rate , o ;j i Rupees per Cossyah 1 ( 0 from the 6th to the 80th of Muugli. 
7th Kate, 4 Rupees per Cossyah 100 from the 1st of TaL ; oon until the expiration of the Orange 
season. 

Whenever this Gentleman may make any demand on u-s, the Cusayah Agents on our 
part will gather the Oranges from the trees in the Orangeries and bring them to the Gentle- 
man’s Sadder Bazar Ghaut, where they will be delherod to his Gomashta, and a m/e: pt 
taken for them, and we also un that lho Agents shall receive the price of the Oranges from 
this Gentleman’s firm and grant receipts for the same. 

We promise to sell our Oranges only to this Gentleman's firm during the period staled 
and not to dispose of them to any other Traders, Speculators, Merchants, or Individuals, 
nor will any of tho Cossyahs belonging to our jurisdiction of Cheyla Poonjec sell them. 

Wo have sold to this Gentleman, without reserve, ns many Oranges as may be produced 
annually yvithiu the period mentioned for tho aforesaid sum, and we are also to receive 
the price of the Orangey every year at the rates above specified, and if wo fail to give 
this Gentleman tho Oranges when he requires us to do so, we will n ake good the losses in 
hia Trade, aud if any thing perchance befafc this Gentleman, which may Providence for- 
bid, we will maintain this compact and transact business with any heirs he may leave, and 
if any thing should happen to us, which may Providence also avert, our heirs will uphold 
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the terms of this agreement and carry on transactions with this Gentleman’* firm, and if 
any of uh should not bo retained in our Wahadadarships, such of us as continue in Office, 
and those on whom the Offices may be conferred, will carry on this Gentleman’s business. 

If any disputes should occur during the above stated period regarding this traffic in 
Oranges by which the Gentleman may sustain any losses, we will submit to the legal orders 
of the Fouzdarry Court of Zillah Sylhet, and make reparation for them, and we four 
Wall ad ad a t*s are to receive annually from the Gentleman, during this stated period, our 
Dustooreo at the rate of U) Funs of Cowries * per Cosay ah 100. 

We have personally received the full amount in cash of the above-mentioned sum 
and each Cosay fill 100 is equal to 8,000 (Three Thousand) Oranges according to Bengalee 
reckoning. 

If this Gentleman should wish t> purchase Orange?/ from us after the expiration of 
this period, we | romise to sell them to him and not to dispose of them to any other party. 
To which effect we have executed this agreement on this 5th day of Falgoon, 12G6 B. S., 
15th February 1830. 

Witnesses. 

Soobit Nnrain Ivor, resident of Pergunnah 
Dacca Duckin. 

Mahomed Ansor, resident of Pergunnah 
Dacca Duckin, now at Pergunnah Mall- 
ram, Mouzah Noahgong. 

(True translation of the Bengalee Deed) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal A x sis taut Commissioner, 

In charge of Cossyak and Jyntcoh Hills. 

(True copy) 

8. BlliD, 

Head Assistant. 


Witnesses. 

Mohesram Deb, resident of Pergunnah 
Punch ok JSondo Kholhih. 

Sheik Uerrai, resident of Pergunnah 
Borakheeah, Mouzah Mookeer Gong. 


Ktjiml lo two Annas. — (Signud) C. K. Hcij.son. 
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APPENDIX No. 11. 


Acknowledged before vie this dag in open Court by Burdoloie , WahaJadar of Cheyla Poonjee , 

as his voluntary act and deed. • 


Registered at £ past 4 p. m., thus 19th day of September 1857, at Chorra Poonjee. 

’ (Signed) C. Tv. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner at Cher r a Poonjee. 


Seal. ) * (Signed) BURDOLOIE WAIT ADADAR. 


It eg inter ed No. 11 of 1857. 
To 


(True copy) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner at C terra Poonjce. 


Mu. HARRY IN G LIS, or GUERRA POONJEE. 

Tins bond is indited by Burdoloie, Wahadadar of the Cheyla Poonjee Territory, 
to the following purport. 


The whole of the Orange Gardens pertaining to the Territory of myself and the other 
Wiiluuladars having been, under lease to your firm for a long period, and as you have held 
possession of them and carried ou a trade in Oranges by virtue of that lease, agreeably to which 
I and the other Waha.dadars have annually received rent from your linn, calculated at the rate of 
lour Annas per 100 Oranges according t > Cossvah reckoning, and it is shown from the accounts 
of this rent, bearing my seal and signature, and compared ami closed up to the 1 6th of May 
1857, that you have to receive and 1 have to pay you for my own share a sum of 767 Rupees ; 
and also by another account, dated the 8ih of Juno of that., year, and compared and closed 
with my seal, that I have to pay, and you have to receive a sum of Rupees 003-15-5, making 
up an aggregate amount of Rupees I ,.*>70-15-5 due by me on these two accounts ; and as I am 
now u uablo to liquidate this debt in cash, and require a furt her loan of money, I have at my own 
request received 250 Rupees in cash from your firm, making up, together with the balance 
of Rupees 1,870-15-5 due ou the former two accounts, total of Company's Rupees 1,620-15-5 
(Company’s Rupees Sixteen him livd and Twenty, Fifteen Annas, and Five Pie,) for which sum 
1 hereby write this bond, stating that X promise; to repay the whole of this original stun within 
one year, with interest thereon, calculated at the rate of two Rupees per cent per mensem 
up to date, and to reclaim the bond, and in the event of my not being able to liquidate the 
whole amount at once, such sums as 1 repay from time to time will be entered by me on tho 
back of tho bond, and any^other receipts and acknowledgments I may produce will not bo 
admissible, ami the lease, under which you hold possession, as stated abovo, of the whole of 
tho Orauge Gardens pertaining to the Territory of myself and tho other Wuhudadaw, will 
continue in ioroo in the same manner, oven after tho expiration of its term, until the amount 
ot this bond shall have been paid, ami I and my successors shall not be ablo to raise any 
objections to this, and if wo should do sc^ they are not to be attended to. To which end X 

: ■ 2 
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have executed this ..deed. ; Dated the 19th of September 1857, A. D., corresponding with tho 
4th of Assin %2U4, R. S. 


*$ 'ml. 



JV r it ten by 

It AM SUM KEtt DUTT, 

G en end }i oo k t iar. 


HjcirouG Mil. 0. K. HUDSON, Principal Assistant Commissioner* 

Bimloloie Wahadadar having appeared in person and presented this deed, acknowledging 
the terms specified therein, it lias been registered at J past 4 jl\ m. on this 19th of Sep- 
tember 1857, corresponding with the 4th of Assia 1201*, Il t S. 

JVifnesscd by 

(S’gned) Gour K is so re Deb, General Mooktinr, now residing at Cherra l 1 onjeo. 

,, Nittumujd Dhur, now residing at Cherra Boon joe. 

,, Berrajohn Doloie, residing at Cherra Poonjce, 

„ 1^0 wan of Moosmai. 


(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner . 

(True translation) 

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, 

Principal Assistant Commissioner % 

In charge of lossy ah and Jyntcah Hills . 

(True copy) 

S. BIRD, 

Head Assistant. 


, TiLlMiAL UUUK.A1U " I't'U.SS, 


JOHN oU,W 








